Katie’s Notes: 

"Materials for this Week:" 
1) Charles Leadbeater, “Educational Innovation in the Slums” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6X-8TA4RBog
 
2) Charles Leadbeater, “Learning from the Extremes” white paper. Retrieved May 5, 2012, from http://www.cisco.com/web/about/citizenship/socio-economic/docs/LearningfromExtremes_WhitePaper.pdf.
 
Mapping educational innovation
	 
	Formal
	Non/Informal

	Sustaining
	Improve
	Supplement

	Disruptive
	Reinvent
	Transform


 
3) Mark J. Epstein & Kristi Yuthas, “Redefining Education in the Developing World”: http://www.ssireview.org/articles/entry/redefining_education_in_the_developing_world
 
 
The article by Epstein & Yuthas sums up clearly & concisely what we've been learning about reasons children in the developing world are inhibited from going to school.  

It also reflects thoughtfully on WHAT we're teaching to students -- and what we're NOT.  
 
And as an added treat, this article points to a model, named "School for Life" -- which has actually identified practical ways to incorporate the lacking features into the curriculum.  This model is the result of extensive research in Latin America, Asia, and Africa.  Needless to say, I'm sold.  Highlights are summarized below.  Read on -- it's really good.   :)
 
These programs allocate scarce resources to topics like Greek mythology, prime numbers, or tectonic plate movement—topics that may provide intellectual stimulation, but have little relevance in the lives of impoverished children.
 
Can we re-think a schooling curriculum that provides: 
· the financial literacy students will need to manage the meager resources under their control
· the guidance needed to create opportunities for securing a livelihood or building wealth.
· assistance to promote the physical health needed for economic stability and quality of life
· administrative capabilities, such as teamwork, problem solving, and project management.
 
Some innovative educational programs that are among the world’s largest and most successful: 
· BRAC, an NGO in Bangladesh that owns and operates 32,000 primary schools; 
· Pratham, which provides literacy and other educational support programs, teaching 33 million children in India; 
· Escuela Nueva, the Colombian program of mono- and multigrade teaching that has grown to 20,000 schools.
 
From Epstein & Yuthas' study of these exemplary programs, they've developed a model, called “school for life,” which shifts the goal of schooling away from the achievement of standardized learning outcomes toward making a positive impact on the economic and social well-being of studentsand their communities.
Student-driven team-work projects foster self-efficacy, a critical foundation of positive livelihood and health-seeking behaviors. 
 
Children practice routine market-like transactions by earning points for schoolwork and budgeting those points to obtain valuable prizes, such as sitting in a favorite chair or being first in line.
