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Fully revised and updated, this second edition of Participatory Action Research (PAR) provides new theoretical
insights and many robust tools that will guide researchers, professionals and students from all disciplines
through the process of conducting action research ‘with’ people rather than ‘for’ them or ‘about’ them.

PAR is collective reasoning and evidence-based learning focussed on social action. It has immediate relevance in
fields ranging from community development to education, health, public engagement, environmental issues
and problem solving in the workplace. This new edition has been extensively revised to create a user-friendly
textbook on PAR theory and practice, including:

updated references and a comprehensive overview of different approaches to PAR (pragmatic, psychosocial,
critical);

more emphasis on the art of process design, especially in complex social settings characterized by
uncertainty and the unknown;

developments in the use of Web2 collaborative tools and digital strategies to support real-time data
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Editorial Reviews

Review

"This groundbreaking book is a rich resource of concepts and tools for all who are engaged with the practice and theory of Participatory Action Research. Drawing on their lifetimes of experience and
innovation, the authors take an open and inclusive approach to strengthening the foundations and diversifying the methods of engaged research. The extraordinary scope of this book and the new
perspectives it offers, together with an accessible style, will inform, provoke and inspire field practitioners and academics alike to creatively design research for the many challenges of the 21st
century." - Robert Chambers, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex, UK

"Chevalier and Buckles have improved on an already exceptionally helpful book I used in my teaching at Cornell University, with great success. They now combine thoughtful explorations of mid-range theories
on problem-solving, stakeholder analysis, risk assessment and other foundational concepts with a wide variety of practical methods and tips for designing meaningful research. Their overview of PAR theory
and guidelines on how to bridge distinct traditions now offer a well-rounded and complete teaching text." - Davydd J. Greenwood, Goldwin Smith Professor of Anthropology Emeritus, Cornell University, USA

"This is a wonderful book. Its overview of participatory action research, including the insights of French psychosociology, is unparalleled. It bridges traditions that have operated in silos for far too long.
Chevalier and Buckles also provide a wide range of ‘skilful means’ to effectively meet and reconcile the requirements of democratic participation, transformative action in concrete settings and the
advancement of general knowledge." - Christian Michelot, École Centrale-Supélec, France

Praise for the first edition

"This book is a must for anyone seriously committed to research that ensures the authentic participation and empowerment of people from all walks of life, be they from oral or textual traditions,
women or men, old or young, articulate or hesitant, outspoken or reserved." - Farida Akhter, UBINIG (Policy Research for Development Alternative), Bangladesh

". . . a wonderful compendium, replete with practical tools and techniques that bring rigour and vigour to the international dialogue among action researchers . . . This is a serious volume worth the time of any
action researcher who is curious about how western (including francophone) perspectives on PAR come alive. This volume makes a significant contribution to the collective craft of scholarly practice among
action researchers." - Hilary Bradbury-Huang, Oregon Health & Science University, USA

About the Author

Jacques M. Chevalier is Chancellor's Professor Emeritus in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada, and an independent consultant.

Daniel J. Buckles, formerly with the International Development Research Centre (IDRC), is Adjunct Research Professor in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada,
and an independent consultant.
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Daniel Buckles
Daniel Buckles worked for decades on food sovereignty, land rights and biodiversity conservation initiatives in Asia, Latin America and Africa, before settling into urban sustainability
activism. He is an artist and the author of 11 books, including "Participatory Action Research: Theory and Methods for Engaged Inquiry" (with J. Chevalier, Routledge, 2019, 2nd Edition) and
"Fighting Eviction" (with R. Khedkar and B. Ghevde, Cambridge University Press, 2012). His latest book, "Connecting Worlds: a memoir on art, anthropology and activism", uses an auto-
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 Now I feel I can grasp PAR!
Reviewed in the United Kingdom on August 13, 2019
Verified Purchase

One person found this helpful

Report

Cari B

Wow just WOW! Front cover to back page in less than 2 weeks, which must be some kind of record for a
book on Research Theory & Methods 😉
Plus, I don't ever remember laughing out loud to academic work before - and more than a few times (film
critics score big for this!).
But more seriously, this book has been so helpful, useful and insightful, bold yet brutally honest - I would
highly recommend to all those exploring Engaged Research.
These guys are now probably my Bowie and McCartney of the PAR world - music to my ears!
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