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Caixa Econômica Federal. (2002). The Statue of the City: New Tools for Assuring the Right to the City in Brasil. (Jeffrey Hoff, Trans.). Retrieve from (http://www.polis.org.br/uploads/916/916.pdf) 

Summary: After twelve years of discussion and revisions, the City Statute was passed in 2001. This law, internationally acclaimed for this progressive nature, provides a conceptual framework for the interpretation of the “social function” of property in the constitution, regulates the construction of a new urban order in cities, indicates democratic process for city management, and creates legal structures for the regularization and integration of informal settlements in public and private urban areas. 

Fernandes, E. (2013, April). Brazil’s City Statute: a critical assessment, 10 years later. Presented at the Annual World Bank Conference on Land and Poverty. Washington, D.C. Retrieved from (https://www.conftool.com/landandpoverty2013/index.php/Fernandes-580_PPT.pdf?page=downloadPaper&filename=Fernandes-580_PPT.pdf&form_id=580&form_index=2&form_version=final)

Summary: Fernandes takes a critical look at the internationally acclaimed City Statute, a measure that sought to clarify the vague language of the Brazilian constitution. He sees it as not really changing the essentials of the constitutional provisions for a cities responsibility to have urban planning that includes all residents, including those in the favelas. His debate focuses on the term “social function” stating that this term still is not practically defined by the public order but instead by the state order. 

Instituto Brasileiro de Administração Municipal – Assesoria Internaciónal (October 2002). Estudo de Avaliação da Experiência Brasileiro sobre Ubranização de Favelas e Regularização Fundiária – Versão em inglês. Retrieved from (http://isted.ville-developpement.org/villes-developpement/cities_alliance/brazil.pdf)

Summary: This article looked at various favela upgrading programs throughout the country and evaluated them on their success at actually integrating favelas into the formal system and reducing the urban housing deficit. It found that there are 5 million residences needed in Brazil, and that favela upgrading, while good for current residents, does little to address the urban housing shortage facing the country. Holisitc urban planning at the city level is needed. 

Krueckeberg, D.A. & Paulsen, K.G. (2000) Urban Land Tenure Policies in Brazil, South Africa, and India: an Assessment of Issues. Lincoln Institute Research Report.  Retrieved from (http://storage.globalcitizen.net/data/topic/knowledge/uploads/20121031115724997280_755_krueckeberg_paulsen_00.pdf) 

Summary: This article is a overview of the Favela-Bairro program, citing four main reasons why favelas have such a strong hold in the Brazilian housing market. Those reasons are the high standards of formal development, land speculation, market evictions, and an industry of illegal housing. The authors also note however, that the policy is steeping in language that seeks to include favela residents in the solution of social ills. 

Rabello de Castro, S. (1999, July) Favela Bairro:A Brief Institutional Analysis of the Program and its Land Aspects. (A. Cartier, Trans.). Lecture presented at a Seminar on “Tenure Security Policies in South African, Brazilian, Indian, and Sub-Saharan African Cities: A Comparative Analysis.” Johannesburg, South Africa. Retrieved from: http://www.soniarabello.com.br/biblioteca/FAVELA_BAIRRO_-_A_BRIEF_INSTITUTIONAL_ANALYSIS.pdf) 

Summary: This article looks at the Favela-Bairro program. It discuss the ways the program will benefit the favelas, including the creating of infrastructure, such as a sewer system and roads and the standardization of electricity and the stabilization of eroding areas that lead to landslides in times of heavy rain. It also notes however, that the current process of granting official titles to favela residents is ineffective given how drastically different the favelas were established when compared to the formal city. The authors suggest that much more study is needed to develop a system that will work for granting titles within the favelas. 

USAID (2011). Brazil – Property rights and Resource Governance. US Government. Retrieved from (http://usaidlandtenure.net/brazil) 

Summary: This article looked at the use of land throughout Brazil, describing the basic process of legally obtaining adverse possession of urban land.  The difficutlty of obtain urban land tenure stems from the use of descriptive system of land instead of a geographic system, often resulting in overlapping areas. The authors also note that forced evictions throughout the country are disproportionately affecting minority groups, by race, gender, and socio-economic class. These evictions have, at times, been carried out military police.
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