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I.  Course Description

 This course emphasizes a story-telling approach to understanding the development of holistic poor peoples' churches in ways faithful to the values and goals of the kingdom of God. Entrance, proclamation, and discipleship are considered in relation to small group formation, leadership, and community development.  This involves student participation in a mentored church planting team across the first year of the degree.

II. Relationship to the Rest of the Program
A core assumption of the MATUL program is of the primary and long-term instrumentality of Christian communities of faith, love and hope among the urban poor in seeking sustainable transformation. This course focuses on the multiplication of movements of such congregations as the catalyst and Kingdom foretaste of the social, economic and spiritual realities that over time are to be extended to the larger slum communities, city and nation.

The teaching component of his course will utilize a story-telling process of learning, building from the stories of lecturer, scripture and students to develop a theology and strategy for churchplanting among semi-literate slum culture (See the Transformational Conversations approach (Grigg) in TUL500).  
This entire course and resources are on CDRom. 
The course will focus both on theory and design of practical outcomes.  This also involves a practicum working as, or under, a churchplanter, with integration of theory and praxis at the end of the course.
The course is the foundational course introducing themes in the degree. It develops the theme of the Kingdom of God (TUL500) as a basis for practical experiences in entering poor communities and developing holistic poor peoples' churches. Current debate on the nature of the healthy, organic (Shwartz), simple (Cole), emergent, house church (Lim) and traditional Western church is examined in relationship to the formation of Poor Peoples Church Movements (Grigg).  Entrance models (Jesus, Paul, Hiebert, Brewster) are introduced. Church planting models (Hesselgrave, Stefan, Grigg) develop elements of proclamation, power evangelism, public evangelism, discipleship (Eims, Coleman) of the poor and lead to practical processes of cell group, fellowship and structured church development in theory and in practical work assignments.  Particular attention is paid to formation of non-formal networks in highly oppressive religious and political contexts (Livingstone).

Church-based community development (developed further in TUL630) among the poor is introduced, beginning with the development of deacons as cioal entrepreneurs(Grigg) and elders , and patterns of leadership training based on the role of the Holy Spirit and the five leadership giftings. These are related back to sociological (Gerlach & Hine) and community organisation (Alinsky et al) models of leadership emergence (developed further in TUL620).  The theology of the Kingdom of God (TUL500) is related to practical aspects of pastoral issues in ministering among the urban poor: cooperative economics (Grigg) (TUL560), land rights (Grigg) (TUL665), poverty, justice, oppression (Hanks, Tamez), suffering, cash flows(Grigg), etc.
III. Student Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course students will be expected to:
Cognitive (Head):  
1.1   Kingdom Theology: Articulate a theology that contains the various aspects of urban poor ministry based on an understanding of the Kingdom of God.

1.2 Principles of Holistic Urban Poor Church Growth: Explain the theological and practical principles of each phase of the formation of a local slum community of faith among the poor, its growth, multiplication and engagement in community transformation. 

1.3 Churchplanting Process:Analyze the church development process in terms of the “four seasons of growth” model in terms of mission goals, philosophy of service, progressions, leadership emergence, funding and governance structure..  

Affective (Heart): 

2.1   Personal Healing: Identified,  and found some measure of healing for past experiences in urban poor ministry or in past church life that have caused emotional damage. 

Practice (Hands): 

3.1   Process of Forming New Faith Communities: Apply action steps from the class in ways that increases at least one area of the capacity of a slum church. 

3.2   or Coaching: Develop a process for team - building and coaching of a church-based team using topics from the Encarnacao Alliance Grassroots Churchplanters Training CD.
3.3  or  Cell Group Formation: Have lead or assisted in leading the formation and growth of a cell group or small group or ministry among needy people

IV. Assessed Tasks
1. Kingdom theology
In a written paper and/or in a one hour exam setting give evidence of mastery of 800 pages of reading and lecture material in a written product that includes a reading log, a 2500 word outline, and summary diagrams with accompanying explanations. The paper/outline should include discussion on:
· Kingdom and church

· Kingdom and social issues such as AIDS, slum education

· Kingdom and economic issues such as small business, cash flows

· Kingdom and issues of justice such as land rights, oppression, responding to violence

Supports outcomes 1.1

2.  Urban poor church growth processes

Develop a motivational analysis of a practical ministry of discipling, churchplanting or community development within a slum church  in which you are serving, using written, video, cartoons, a Project Manager or Power Point media. Include a two-page written outline of the graphical presentations for grading purposes. The presentation should include discussion of the following topics:

· The organization’s mission, objectives, and goals

· The community contextual features

· The organization’s core values

· The organization’s existing and preferred leadership style and governance structure

· The organization’s plan for increasing its own capacity as it relates to the “seasons of growth” model

· The organization’s existing or future plans for community development (i.e. meeting social, economic and justice challenges in the community) 

Supports outcomes 1.3, 3.1

3.1 Expansion of a Slum Church into a new area of community engagement (For those with CD, CO or advocacy callings and giftings)

Initiate and develop a team that increases at least one area of the capacity of a slum church (economic, health, social issues etc.) into community engagement.  Creatively summarize with diagrams in a 2500 word report that provides evidence of having integrated key insights from the literature on work team development.

Supports outcomes 1.3, 2.1, 3.1
Or 3.2  Team training plan (For those with prior experience in group or church formation)
Develop and initiate a team training plan that includes grass roots church developers and other community workers. Identify 4-8 trainees. Analyze the trainees’ suitability for entry into developing a community of disciples within an urban poor community. Engage the team in the development of an initial plan for each season of growth, identifying specific roles for the team. Develop stories to teach at each season of growth. Summarize in a 2500 word report that provides evidence of having integrated key insights from course materials (course manual, Grassroots Training CD and required texts).  

Supports outcomes 1.3, 2.1, 3.2
Or 3.3 Small Group Formation (for those with no background in forming teams or cells) 

Lead or assist in leading the formation and growth of a cell group or small group or ministry among non-believers or needy people (such as an AA group). Creatively summarize with diagrams in a 2500 word report that provides evidence of having integrated key insights from the literature on cells and small group development.
Supports outcomes 1.3, 2.1, 3.3

Project 4: Indigenous Churchplanting

Integrate the content from a local course in churchplanting lead by an indigenous churchplanting leader into this syllabus, with anecdotal stories from fellow students that illustrate churchplanting processes in the slums. Identify principles not in this course.  List the four most valuable indigenous texts and scan fur chapters from these for appropriate modules.  

Supports outcomes 1.1, 1.2.,1.3
V. Components of Final Grade
	Assignment
	Weight/ Points

	1.   Kingdom Theology Paper and/or Exam


	20%

20 pts.

	2.   Urban Poor Church Growth Process

	20%

20 pts.

	3.   Work group/Team Planning/ Cell Group Training Plan


	30%

30 pts.

	4.   Indigenous Churchplanting
	30%

30 points

	Total:
	100 pts.


Course grade calculated on a 100-point scale as follows: 

100-90 points (A);  89-80 points (B);  79-70 points (C); 69-60 pts (D)
The Meaning of the Grading System
	A. Outstanding performance: virtually perfect attendance; always prepared for class with all assignments completed; shows intrinsic interest in the class and subject, asks penetrating questions or offers thoughtful reflections in class; demonstrates exceptional intelligence and insight with unusual creativity; earns high scores on course assignments—usually the highest in the class. 



	B. Above average student in terms of attendance, preparation, attitude, initiative in asking questions, time management, and assignment quality.



	C. Average or typical student in terms of attendance, preparation, attitude, initiative in asking questions, time management, and assignment quality.



	D. Below average or atypical student in terms of attendance, preparation, attitude, initiative in asking questions, time management, and assignment quality — minimally passing in performance.



	F. Repeat course.  Inadequate/insufficient performance.




VI.  Proposed Textbooks
· Grigg, V. (2004). Cry of the urban poor. Authentic.
· Craig Ott and Gene Wilson, Global Church Planting: Biblical Principles and Best Practices for Multiplication (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011)
· Comiskey, J. (1984). Home Cell Group Explosion - How your small  group can grow and multiply. 10055 Regal Row #180 Houston TX 77040 USA, TOUCH Outreach Ministries. 

· Eims, L. (1978). The Lost Art of Disciple Making. Grand Rapids, Zondervan Publishing house.  ($9.99/0.29)
VII.  Instructor’s/Library’s Bookshelf (key reference materials for purchase)

· Grigg, V. (2004). Companion to the poor. Authentic.
· Davey, C. (2000). Saint in the slums: Kagawa of Japan. Jersey City: Parkwest Publications

· Greenway, R. (1993). Discipling the city (2nd ed.). Baker.

· Hesselgrave, David. (1980). Planting Churches Cross-Culturally. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House.

· Coleman, R. E. (1993). The Master Plan of Evangelism. Grand Rapids, MI, Revellbooks.  

VIII.  Outline of Modules
While the course is designed around practica and the discussions that emerge form experiences, there is also a logical flow to the development of content across the course.  We will be adaptive to the realities with this.
· Preparation for Course


Philosophy
of Poor Peoples’ Churches


· Philosophy &Theology


· Poor Church Realities
· Anthropology of Squatter Churches


· Power of the Spirit


Poor Peoples' Church

Process





· Personal Preparation


· Project Planning


· Workplan for Entrance

· Presence & Solidarity


· Proclamation & Power


· Workplan for Evangelism

· Practical Discipleship


· Workplan for Discipleship

· Propagating Cell Groups 


· Workplan for Cell Groups

· Processes of Church Growth


· Workplan for Four Seasons of Growth

· Progressions in Multi-Ethnic Churches




· Property Barriers




Poor Peoples' Leadership





· Pastoral Leadership


· Plan for training a team. 

· Practical Leadership Based on Spiritual Gifting
· emPowering Deacons: Community Transformation




· 12 step models

· Prophetic Church:Advocacy



· The Role of the Rich Church in Dealing with Poverty
· Sahaara Video: Holistic Churchplanting in Mumbai
· aPostolic Communities 


Putting it All Together 
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