Master of Arts in Transformational Urban Leadership (MATUL) Program

TUL540: Urban Reality and Theology (3 units)

I.  Course Description

This course organizes an interdisciplinary dialogue between urban theologizing and urban analysis, drawing upon studies in economics, community development, anthropology, sociology, and history. It aims to generate perspectives and tools for transformative urban mission.

II.  Relationship to rest of program

This course introduces students to a critical “trialogue” between the urban context, the biblical text, and the church’s identity and mission as pre-text that continues throughout the program.

III.  Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course students will be expected to

Cognitive (“Head”)

1.1   Articulate an understanding of urban theology process: how cities emerge and change through history, how informal settlements come to house urban poor populations, and how urban systems and structures impact slum residents.

1.2   Use a variety of concepts to describe and analyze urban reality: industrialization, migrations, demography, modernization, inequality, anti-urbanism, social change, occupational networks, informal economy, subcultures, languages and arts, representation, marginalization, and deviance.
1.3   Critically analyze urbanism (the culture of the city) and its impact on migrants’ kinship, class, ethnicity, religious values, and identity using case studies from a city in the region/nation where they live.

1.4  
Evaluate the impact of city systems on the welfare of the city with specific reference to the systems of global economy, banking, government, justice, welfare, transportation, infrastructure, education, planning, environment, communications, and media. 

1.5  
Demonstrate the ability to apply certain social analytical tools and biblical study tools to understanding and interpreting urban reality using the themes of “city of God” and “city of man.”

1.6  
Demonstrate the ability to use various concepts to interpret “kingdom signs” in the city: forces of cultural change, religious degeneration and renewal, reachable and responsive groups, church structures that urban dynamics produce, urban religious movements, and spiritual powers.

1.7  
Articulate a vision of urban transformative development that integrates social and biblical perspectives.

2.  Affective (“Heart”):

2.1 
Demonstrate an interest in particular aspects of the host city — e.g., its political history, peoples, economic conditions, religious faiths, impacts on residents and earth, etc. 

2.2
Demonstrates initiative: willing to initiate personal contact with resident-respondents and become personally involved in their community

2.3
Demonstrates personal warmth: takes an interest in the experiences and life circumstances of local residents; able to listen attentively and to respond with sensitivity

3.  Practice (“Hands”) 

3.1   Demonstrate a reflective, inductive, and participatory approach to learning.

3.2 
Demonstrate the ability to participate in informal interviews and conduct semi-structured interviews with community residents, make field notes, and process data in relation to analytic concepts.

IV.  Proposed Activities

1. Urban History and Envisioning

In a 4-page reading response paper, students relate theories of urbanization to the nature of cities throughout Biblical history, and the processes of change in those selected cities. Scored on the basis of timeliness, completeness, organization, level of descriptive detail, grammar/punctuation, evidence of critical interpretation of urbanization theories, and adherence to APA style. Supports outcomes 1.1, 1.2, 1.7, 3.1
2. Urban Theological Method

In a 4-page fieldwork summary paper, students rehearse their use of the hermeneutic process with which they relate informal conversations with city residents regarding their lived experience to 4-5 biblical or theological concepts. Scored on the basis of timeliness, completeness, organization, level of descriptive detail, grammar/punctuation, integration of Scripture with social theory, and adherence to APA style. Supports outcomes 1.1, 1.3, 3.1, 3.2
3. The Nature of God in the Humanity of Cities

In a 2-page referenced outline and 10-minute oral presentation, students interpret the nature of God and humanity through the “humanity” of cities as manifested in at least four key areas (e.g. diversity, social change, demography, modernization, economics, occupation, social networks, subcultures, languages and arts, representation, marginalization, and deviance).  Scored on the basis of timeliness, completeness, outline organization, evidence of conceptual understanding (theology and urban sociology), clarity of expression/flow, and personal qualities.  Supports outcomes 1.5, 3.1
4. The Impact of Urban Culture

Using case studies from around the world, students critically evaluate the impact of urbanism (urban culture) on migrants’ family structure, class, ethnicity, religious values, and identity. The 5-page paper will be scored on the basis of timeliness, completeness, organization, quality of interview data, documentation of interviews, analytic depth (using limited number of concepts), grammar/punctuation, and adherence to APA style.  Supports outcomes 1.4, 3.1, 3.2

5. City Systems

Based on textual study, field work (community observations and informal interviews), and group (team) discussion, students will individually evaluate the impact of city systems on the well-being of residents in an 8-page analytic report. The paper must include an analysis of four key institutions (e.g. centralized authority, financial markets, welfare and reforms, capital investment, urban transit, education, public health, the urban environment, urban planning). Discuss how these systems, in their alienated state, marginalize certain classes of people who do not fit into their criteria for participation in these systems. Identify which classes are affected by these marginalization processes and how this marginalization has impacted their lives and rights. Scored on the basis of timeliness, completeness, organization, quality of interview data, documentation of interviews, analytic depth of four institutions, grammar/ punctuation, and adherence to APA style. Supports outcomes 1.6, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1, 3.2
6. Strategies for Changing the Spirituality of the City 

Students (1) maintain a reading log on literature related to “kingdom signs” in the city (forces for change, religious degeneration and renewal, reachable and responsive groups, church structures that urban dynamics produce, urban religious movements, and spiritual powers, etc.) and (2) in a 5-page “strategy paper,” describe how 4-5 of these “signs” manifest and might positively impact the host city. Scored on the basis of timeliness, evidence of thorough reading, organization/clarity, analytic depth (using 4-5 “signs”), and adherence to APA style. Supports outcomes 1.4, 1.7, 3.1
V.  Components of Final Grade:

	Assignment
	Weight/ Points

	1.   Urban History and Envisioning
	10%

10 pts.

	2.   Urban Theological Method
	15%

15 pts.

	3.   The Nature of God in the Humanity of Cities
	10%

10 pts.

	4.  The Impact of Urban Culture
	20%

20 pts.

	5.  City Systems
	30%

30 pts.

	6.  Strategies for Changing the Spirituality of the City
	15%

15 pts.

	Total:
	100 pts.


Course grade calculated on a 100-point scale as follows: 

100-90 points (A);  89-80 points (B);  79-70 points (C); 69-60 pts (D)

VI.  Proposed Textbooks:

· Conn. H, & Ortiz, M. (2001). The kingdom, the city, and the people of God. InterVarsity. Downers Grove.

· Davis, M. (2006). Planet of the slums. London and NY: Verso.

· de Soto, Hernando. (1989). The other path (J. Abbott, Trans.). New York: Harper & Row.
· Ellul, Jacques. (1997). The meaning of the city. Greenwood, SC: Attic Press.

· Grigg, V. (1999). Transformational conversations: Hermeneutic for the postmodern city. Pcbc Journal. 

· Kramer, M. (2005). Dispossessed: life in our world's slums. Maryknoll: Orbis.

· Lewis, Oscar. (1966). The culture of poverty. Scientific American, 215 (4), 3-9.

· Manokaran, J.N. (2005). Christ and cities. Chennai: Mission Educational Books.

· UNCHS (Habitat). (2001). The state of the world's cities. Nairobi: United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat).

· UN-HABITAT. (2003). The challenge of slums: Global Report on Human Settlements 2003. Nairobi: Earthscan.

VII.  Instructor’s/Library’s Bookshelf (key reference materials for purchase)

· Davis, M. (2006). Planet of the slums. London and NY: Verso.

· de Soto, Hernando. (1989). The other path. New York: Harper & Row.
· Ellul, Jacques. (1997). The meaning of the city. Greenwood, SC: Attic Press.

· Lewis, Oscar. (1966). The culture of poverty. Scientific American, 215 (4), 3-9.

· UNCHS (Habitat). (2001). The state of the world's cities. Nairobi: United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat).

· UN-HABITAT. (2003). The challenge of slums: Global Report on Human Settlements 2003. Nairobi: Earthscan.

VIII.  Outline of Topics:

	Sessions
	Phase I  Classroom Phase

	1
	Introductions. Biblical view of cities

	2
	Historical Development of Cities

	3
	Contextual Theology

	4
	Transformational Conversations as a Method of Urban Theology

	5
	Kinds of migration: voluntary/involuntary, individual/ corporate, “push” and “pull” factors

Theology of migration: sovereign God/reign, biblical examples, divine love for migrants/aliens; exile identity; Paul and Jewish migrants

	6
	Urban poverty case study:

Understanding structural factors that cause/perpetuate urban poverty: political economy, class relations, “cultural of poverty” analysis

Theological perspectives on poverty: Old Testament, Jesus in New Testament, Paul

	7
	Applying tools of analysis to themes related to marginal groups or urban poverty. Possible themes to select from include: hope and healing (e.g. Quiapo peddlers), prostitution, HIV AIDS, domestic violence, abortion, homosexual relations, health and education, land security, labor rights, rural poverty and migration, urban poor spirituality, hermeneutical issues (e.g. worldview and meaning-giving system of urban poor communities), “macro” factors (national and global) 

	8
	Features of Urban life: e.g. anonymity, anomie, identity fluidity, sense of belonging

	9
	Social Integration and Structural Integration in the City: Contribution of urban poor to city in terms of hygiene, menial jobs, dangerous jobs, dirty jobs

	10
	Understanding ethnic diversity in the slums.

	11
	Politics in slums: e.g. vote banks, political mobilization

	12
	Generating sociological  and theological insights on urban reality and spirituality: e.g religion in slums – unity and uniformity

	13
	Understanding the needs of individuals (physical, emotional, spiritual, social), family, and community (water, electricity, approach roads, sanitation, health)

	14
	Urban Economics 

	15
	Understanding power structures – social, political, economical

Theories on the nature of dispersion of power through the multiplication of small organizations be theory economic, religious or political and revitalization theories, lay a foundation for envisioning the church among the poor as a primary vehicle for salvation of the city.

	16
	The impact of city systems on the welfare of the city: e.g. centralization, bureaucracy, power, fiscal decisions, welfare and reforms, investment, re-distribution, transport, environmental issues, and urban planning.

	17-18
	Introduction to “kingdom signs”: forces for change, religious degeneration and renewal, reachable and responsive groups, church structures that urban dynamics produce, urban religious movements and social transformation and spiritual powers in the city.

	19
	Urban Ministry Strategy: Seven “mind molders: arts, business, religion, media, education, family, government

	20
	Research; interpretation of information and prayer
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