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University Mission Statement

Azusa Pacific University is an evangelical Christian community of disciples and scholars who seek to advance the work of God in the world through academic excellence in liberal arts and professional programs of higher education that encourage students to develop a Christian perspective of truth and life.

Master of Arts in Transformational Urban Leadership

Department of Global Studies
The aim of the MA in Transformational Urban Leadership is to increase the capacity of emergent leaders among the urban poor, with wisdom, knowledge, character and skill across the full range of leadership dynamics of urban poor movements.
TUL500: Writings, Reign and Urban Realities

(OT/NT Survey) (3 units)
Fall 2012
Course facilitator: Viv Grigg, PhD, Kevin Young, MDiv; Grace Dyrness, PhD.
The Kingdom of God is the highest good.

The idea of God is the highest and most comprehensive conception in philosophy;

the idea of the Kingdom of God is the highest and broadest idea in sociology and ethics.

(Rauschenbusch, 1916)

I.  Course Description

This course is designed to give an overview of the scriptures with particular emphasis on applying the biblical motif of the kingdom of God to issues of leadership development in resource-poor urban communities.

II.  Relationship to Program Outcomes
This is the program’s “lead” course, setting the stage for thinking Christianly about interventions within slum communities. It features extensive reading, community involvement, writing, and presentation – all oriented toward the acquisition of a theological “frame” for subsequent study.

III. Course Rationale
Theology: Foundational to applying the scriptures to the issues of the urban poor is an understanding of the panorama of the scriptures, its main books and themes.  However most Bible Surveys are written from Western perspectives that deal with only the spiritual but ignore the breadth of the relationship of the Kingdom of God to the social, economic and political aspects of life.  This course is designed to touch on most of the books of the Bible, their themes and from them relate to themes the urban poor deal with.

Development Theories and Issues: Parallel to this panorama are theological themes (readings of the scriptures from the perspective of the poor, urbanization, migration, oppression, community development, land etc.) are applied to current development philosophies.

Praxis: This whole degree is built around a concept of Transformational Conversations – conversations that link the “God conversation” and the “city conversation”.  This course could anchor these at upper level urban and development theories and city leadership conversations, but instead seeks to engage the students mostly with common people in the neighborhood.  Each week students will engage the local community seeking an understanding from their stories, of their cultural perspective on the week’s theme.  They will seek to communicate the stories of the scripture around that theme as part of a process of dialogical communication into a pre- or post-Christian context. 

Why? One of the great difficulties for those raised in the West as they enter Eastern, tribal or peasant cultures among the urban poor is the lack of skills in holistic thinking and communication.  Significant in this loss is the loss of capacity to “swap” stories and recite history.  Regaining such skills is critical for culture entry and for effective communication of the gospel story. 

Secondly the scriptures command us to “gossip” the gospel.  In the extremes of the American marketing culture - seen nowhere else on the globe - this has been degraded to marketing a product concluded with a sinner’s prayer and a cheap conversion.  Evangelism, however, begins in relationship around shared stories, the stories of the culture intertwined with the stories of scripture.   This is an important part of preparation for those going to join learning networks in nations where evangelism is a normal part of the lifestyle of Christians.

III. Student Learning Outcomes

Outcomes of graduate courses are a complex interplay of the candidate’s ability, motivation and calling, with the configuration of the information and cultural experiences of the material.  At an MA level these outcomes cease to be largely determined by the instructor and move more significantly to the candidates independent study of the resources supplied.  The critical paradigm shifts to “master” the field of the degree are likely to be serendipitous, times of “revelation” that catch us by surprise.  But a professor does set some directions along which such experiences are likely to occur, some of which need measurement in order both to keep the student motivated and satisfy structural educational objectives. While there are likely many outcomes, it is helpful to narrow down those that are utilized for measurement to a few. Thus, by the end of this course candidates for this degree will be expected to be able to:

Cognitive (“Head”)

1.1 Present a integrated but panoramic view of the Scriptures relating significant passages to themes among the urban poor that may include: poverty, oppression, social organization, urbanization, modernization, ethnicity, justice, development, transformation, worldview, globalization, debt, etc.
1.2 Identify the major themes in the field of community development and be able to locate them to Biblical models, and particularly to the theme of the Kingdom of God.
Affective (“Heart”):

2.1 Have experienced deep level paradigm shifts about God-related engagement with these moral and ethical issues such that students may, if they choose, invoke a lifetime of being God’s agents of change in a fallen world and ambassadors for His kingdom.
Skills (“Hands”)

3.1
Are skilful in analyzing a community’s culture through a storytelling process.
3.2
Have demonstrated skills of engaging people in the pre- or post- Christian urban community in storytelling processes with a variety of themes from the Scriptures.

IV.  Course Materials

Required 

Bellingham, G. R. (1987). A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation. Philadelphia, Eastern Baptist Seminary.

Dyrness, William. (1991). Let the Earth Rejoice! A Biblical Theology of Holistic Mission. Pasadena: Fuller Seminary Press.

Glasser, A., Charles van Engen, et al. (2003). Announcing the Kingdom. Grand Rapids, MI, Baker Academic.
Snyder, H. (1997). A Kingdom Manifesto. Eugene, OR, Wipf and Stock Publishers (1985 edn. by IVP).
Steffan, T. (2005). Reconnecting God's Story to Ministry. Waynesborough, GA, Authentic Media.
Supplementary articles on the web or course CD.

V.  Course Calendar
The course is structured for 15 modules. Of 120 hours of work, approximately broken into action, reflection on theology and reflection on development and church growth theory.  

	Module
	Date Started
	Topic
	Models of Transformation

	1
	4 Sept
	Introductions 

Genesis 1: The City in the Garden
	The City in the Garden

	1
	
	Genesis: Storytelling
	Participatory Learning and Action (PLA) / Participatory Action Research

	2
	11 Sept
	Appreciative Inquiry (McKnight)
	Appreciative Inquiry (McKnight)

	3
	18 Sept
	Exodus: Nation Building 

Leviticus: Jubilee
	Redistribution Model

	4
	25 Sept
	The Wisdom Literature: The Poor
	Vulnerabilities and Capabilities (Amartya Sen)

	5
	2 Oct
	The Prophets: Stratification & Justice 
	Social Analysis (i.e. Linking Faith and Justice)

	6
	9 Oct
	Gospels Teaching: The Kingdom of God
	Kingdom of God Model : Envisioning the Good Society

	7
	16 Oct
	The Exile and Restoration: 


	Community Organizing (Saul Alinsky)

	8
	23 Oct
	Gospel Living:  Incarnation Models
	Incarnation Model

	9
	30 Oct
	Gospel Action: Apostolic Multiplication
	Apostolic Model of Societal Change

	10
	6 Nov
	Acts: Economic Community
	Economic Redistribution

	11
	13 Nov
	Acts: Movement Models
	Church Movements Model

	12
	20 Nov
	Colossians & Ephesians: Engaging the Powers
	Revival Model

Diffusion of Power

	13
	27 Nov
	The Pastoral Epistles: Diaconal Models


	Needs Analysis

Logical Framework Analysis (Crittendon)

	14
	5 Dec
	Revelations: The Garden in the City
	Wrap Up

	
	
	Christmas
	

	
	
	Family and Fundraising
	


VI.  Evaluation and Assessment Activities

	Assignment
	Due
	Percent-age

	1. Readings:  2-3 book chapters per module.  Summarize or outline them ready to present to the class, identifying a key question and contributing to discussions. Reading and summary of each chapter should take no more than 30 to 40 minutes and demonstrate an understanding of the issues raised by the author. (relates to Learning Objective 1).
	Weekly

Final integration module 13
	8


	2. Bible Readings: Read 2 assigned Bible chapters per day and check off on a Bible Reading chart. (Relates to Learning Objective 1)
	Weekly

Pass in on 8th module
Pass in on 13th
	4
4

	3. Integrative paper: Integrate from your reading summaries, an analysis of how the unfolding Biblical story impinges on one of the following: urban, poverty, oppression, justice, societal structures and other cultural issues. 7 page single spaced paper. (Learning Objective 1)
	module 11
	16

	4. Course Evaluation: Do a one page analysis of which paradigms in this course have most impacted you and how this may affect your future directions. (Learning Objective 2)
	Module 14
	2

	5. Online Community: Build community with the other students online, contributing to the weekly online threaded discussions, utilizing the online community building tools.
	Weekly
	16

	6. Community Conversation: Engage in weekly conversations with people in your community seeking to learn from them about the topic of the week and to communicate to them the stories of the scripture with which you have been engaging. Write up weekly and integrate these into a final analysis of the values, aspirations, goals of your community, with a parallel pathway as to which Biblical stories would best interface with these. (Learning Objective 3:1; 3:2)
	Weekly report

Final write up in 12th module


	10
20

	7. Presentation: Present the story-telling analysis to the class using a 15 minute presentation delivered online using power point, video, featuring artifacts of drama or artwork for critique. (Learning Objective 3:1; 3:2) .
	Module 12, 13
	20

	TOTALS
	
	100


VII.  Expectations & Grading

Attendance is an essential in any learning community, as each class builds on the previous, paradigms reflecting an expanding matrix of foundational to complex ideas.

Writing Assignments: papers are due on assigned dates.  All assignments should be: 

· Times New Roman, single spaced (as thee are graded in Word, with a reviewer, double spaced is not useful), 12 point 

· 1 inch margins

· Titled, Name and date in right uphand corner, Page numbers in right lower corner 

Late assignments will be deducted 5% for each week late (1 week late = 5% deduction, 2 weeks = 10% deduction).  After 2 weeks they receive a zero.  If late please note at the top left 1 week or  2 weeks. 

Study time: In a 14 week course, students earn one unit of credit for an average of three hours of work per week, including online class time, over the length of a regular 14 week semester.  The general rule of thumb is that a Module requires at least three hours of work off line for each hour the student spends in class each week.  The aim of a course is not to kill you with stress but create a positive learning environment.  Your workload should not be excessively more or excessively less, despite the drivenness of the culture around.  Learning a healthy work-life balance is part of the graduate experience.  Work hard, play hard!  
Academic Integrity: see the academic integrity statement in the catalog.  References to author and text must be included whenever the author is quoted or ideas used.  This is simple respect. Use the APA6 Author-Date system.  It is helpful to get a copy of EndNote from IMT or the Library for keeping your references over the years.  It will do most of the formatting for you. 

Disability Procedure:  Students in this course who have a disability that might prevent them from fully demonstrating their abilities should meet with the MATUL program director, as soon as possible to initiate disability verification and discuss accommodations that may be necessary to ensure full participation in the successful completion of course requirements.
This course is subject to modification at any time.  
Grades are assigned according to the following levels of proficiency:

	
	APU

	Grade
	GPA
	Numeric

	A+
	
	

	A
	4.0
	93-100

	A-
	3.7
	90-92

	B+
	3.3
	87-89

	B
	3.0
	83-86

	B-
	2.7
	80-82

	C+
	2.3
	77-79

	C
	2.0
	73-76

	C-
	1.7
	70-72

	D+
	1.3
	67-69

	D
	1.0
	63-66

	D-
	0.7
	60-62

	F
	0
	0-59

	Inc
	
	


Satisfactory progress in the degree requires a GPA of 3.0 or above, across your courses.
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