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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course highlights the importance of nurturing a vision of life that is anchored on and shaped by the Word of God. A kind of reading that is attentive and responsive to our unique Asian context is encouraged. To do this, this course provides the student with a survey of the background and basic contents of the Bible. It also includes the examination of the theological content and their relevance in one’s spiritual formation and socio-cultural context.

COURSE OBJECTIVES/STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

At the end of the course it is expected that each students would have been

· Challenged to become a careful/sensitive reader of the Scripture and develop a familiarity with the content of the Holy Scripture.

· Introduced to the various methods and issues involved in studying the Bible

· Encouraged to appreciate and apply the importance of the course in their spiritual-theological formation.

COURSE MATERIALS/TEXTBOOKS

Fee, G. & D. Stuart. 2002. How to Read the Bible Book by Book: A Guided Tour.


Manila: OMF Lit.

Fee, G.D. & D. Stuart. 1982. How to Read the Bible For All Its Worth.


Grand Rapids: Zondervan.

COURSE CALENDAR

Week 1(June 12): 

The Book of Beginnings: The Primeval History

Week 2 (June 19):
 
A Family on the Road: The Patriarchal History

Week 3 (June 26): 

Worshipping and Free: The Exodus Narrative

Week 4 (July 3):
 
Wilderness and the Structure of the Covenant Life

Week 5 (July 10):

The People of the Land: The Former Prophets (Joshua – Samuel)

Week 6 (July 17):
 
A Downward Spiral: Kings and the Eighth Century Prophets

Week 7 (July 24): 

Towards Annihilation and Exile: The Closing Years of Judah





(Nahum, Habakkuk, Zeph., Jonah, Joel)

Week 8 (July 31): 

By the Waters of Babylon: The Latter Prophets





(Jeremiah, Obadiah, Ezekiel)

Week 9 (Aug. 7):

On Exile and Homecoming: The Literatures of Restoration





(CH, Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, Zech, Malachi)

Week 10 (Aug. 14)

The Writings: Wisdom, Order and Protest

Week 11 (Aug. 21) 

The Writings: Wisdom, Order and Protest

Week 12 (Aug. 28):
 
The Jesus Event: The Four Gospels

Week 13 (Sept. 4): 

Acts and Pauline Epistles

Week 14 (Sept. 11): 

Pauline Epistles: Coherence and Contingency

Week 15 (Sept. 18): 

General Epistles: Home for the Homeless

Week 16 (Sept. 25): 

The Apocalyptic Hope: Visions from Patmos, 

Messages for All Times

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING:

A. Reflection Papers




50%

B. Readings and Quizzes



30%

C. Final Exam





20%

The reflection paper should be limited to one page and must be single-spaced. Use size 12, Times New Roman font at all times.  Papers should always be given during the class. No late paper will be admitted. Students are also expected to stay clear of plagiarism.  As painful as it may seem, the professor will be strictly enforcing the school policy on plagiarism.

It is expected that each student will be responsible to read the Scripture portion that will be discussed in the class, including the secondary literature relevant to the assigned topic.  

Be prepared for unannounced quizzes.
Recommended Readings:

Anderson, Bernhard W. Understanding the Old Testament. New Jersey: Prentice-Hall

Bellingham, George Robert. 1987. A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation. 

Unpublished Thesis-Project Presented to Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Boadt, L. 1984. Reading the Old Testament. New Jersey: Paulist Press. 

Brueggemann, W. et. al. 1999. A Theological Introduction to the Old Testament.


Nashville: Abingdon Press.

___________. 2003. An Introduction to the Old Testament: The Canon and Christian 

Imagination. Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press.

Carson, D.A., D. Moo, & L. Morris. 1993. An Introduction to the New Testament. 

 Leicester: IVPress.
Charpentier, E. 1997. How to Read the Old Testament. Quezon City: Claretian.

___________. 1997. How to Read the New Testament. Quezon City: Claretian.

Clines, D. 1978. The Theme of the Pentateuch. Sheffield, ENG: Univ. of Sheffield Press.

De Pleins, J. D. 2001. The Social Visions of the Hebrew Bible: A Theological Introduction.


Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press.

Dillard, R. & T. Longman III. 1995. An Introduction to the Old Testament.


Apollos/IVP: Leicester.

Goldingay, J. 1995. Models for Interpretation of the Scripture. Grand Rapids: Zondervan.

Guinan, Michael, D. 1990. The Pentateuch: Message of Biblical Spirituality. 

Quezon City: Claretian.

Gundry, Robert, 1981. A Survey of the New Testament.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan.

Guthrie, D. 1990. New Testament Introduction. (rev. ed). Apollos/IVP: Leicester

Hinson, David, F.  1974. The Books of the Old Testament. London: SPCK.

Lasor, W., W. Hubbard, & o

How to Read the Old Testament

D. Bush. 1996 ed. Old Testament Survey: The Message, Form,

and Background of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.

Longman, T. 1997. Reading the Bible with Heart and Mind. Cubao, Q.C.: NavPress.

Luke, K. 2001. TPI Companion to the Bible. Vol. 1 Bible in General & Old Testament.


Bangalore: Theological Publications in India.

______. 2001. TPI Companion to the Bible. Vol. 2 New Testament. 

Bangalore: Theological Publications in India.

Mann, T. 1988. The Book of the Torah. The Narrative Integrity of the Pentateuch.


Atlanta: John Knox Press.

Perrin, N. & D. Duling.  1982. The New Testament: An Introduction. 

Atlanta: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich.

Schmidt, Werner H. 1990. Old Testament Introduction. Matthew J. O’Connell (trans.). 

New York: Crossroad.

BIBLE INTRODUCTION

Name/Nickname:





Birthday:       

   

Contact No: 






Program at ATS:



College Degree:





Church/Denomination:

Person to contact in case of emergency:

What do you think is the relevance of this course in your spiritual-theological formation and in your ministry?

What portion of the Scripture are you least familiar with?  Why?

State your objective/s in taking this course:

What is your action plan to reach the above objective/s?

How can your instructor help you achieve your objective/s?  

What do you expect from your instructor?

