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I. Course Description – The course will build from reflections and understandings of a theology of God’s Kingdom Economics and various perspectives on economic development. The course will provide inputs on what makes for vibrant community economics, and will draw from experiences from successful models. The course will draw learning from several community-based models, conduct field visits, analyze sub-sectors of selected micro-enterprises, and review basic financial tools that can be used for future community economic endeavors of the students. A composite team of actual practitioners will assist the professor in the course. Course methodology will include field visits to at least 2-3 community models, case studies, interviews, reflection and processing. 

II. Expanded Course Description /Course Rationale 

Isaiah 65:17-25 presents to us “community economics” at its best.

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.... no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall be there in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; they shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of the tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen ones shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord-- and their descendants as well.
Presumably, it is a system that works so well that all the economic aspirations of the people are met and everything works out for the common good. It is also sustainable as the blessing redounds even to the succeeding generations. It is community-based, as the resources are locally-sourced and the community itself benefited from it.

Our modern image of economics seems very far removed from this vision presented to us by Isaiah. We have numbers and indicators such as GNP, GDP, inflation, interest rates, etc. that requires specialists to explain to laypeople like us for us to begin to understand; that is, if the dissonance from the reality that we observed is not as glaring, i.e. a rosy picture of the economy based on economic indicators vis-à-vis the depressed community around us. This is for the present, and the future is even more confusing, if not depressing, especially when we hear about globalization and global warming. No matter which side of the fence one would like to view things, if only for the sake of the ordinary people we try to reach and minister to, the language of community economics, like that of the vision of Isaiah would be more appropriate, down-to-earth and concrete.

But now more and more economists and even political leaders are arguing for community-based economics. A lot of them are even arguing with a sense of urgency; this is the only way for the human society to survive! We hope, as Christians, we know better. The Isaiah vision is not only a picture of the idyllic community we all long for, it also provides a way to seek for the Kingdom of God here on earth through community-based economics. The history of the early church also shows that community-based economics is the way to go (Acts 2:43-47; 4:32-37). And although often considered marginalized, if not historical aberrations, monastic communities and Christian communes (Mennonites, Hutterites, etc.) continue to provide examples through history of community-based economics. It is but proper and even timely that we Christians make it mainstream and the context of our Christian witness.

III. Student Learning Outcomes – 

By the end of the course the student will be able to:

1. Cognitive 

· Discuss basic economics concepts and applications in the Philippine setting

· Discuss a range of theological ideas and issues related to economic development and Kingdom economics

· Discuss perspectives in modern economics and various approaches in doing business with the poor

· Demonstrate familiarity with business processes and tools for social enterprises

· Identify a core set of operational needs and “best practices” of micro enterprises 

2. Affective 

· Demonstrate confidence and vision in seeing the opportunities in developing vibrant community economics

3. Skills (Tools)

· Demonstrate the ability to carry-out a sub-sector analysis as a tool for increasing effectiveness of micro-enterprises

· Demonstrate the ability to utilize basic finance in relation to micro–enterprise
IV. Course Materials & References -

Callanta, Ruth S. (2008) , “A Transformational Strategy Toward Filling The Hungry with Good Thing; 15 Years of Transforming the Poor” , A paper presented at the Asian Theological Conference held at Union Church of Manila, Philippines on February 28, 2008
Dacanay, Marie Lisa M., (2006), “Creating a Space in the Market”, Asian Institute of Management & Conference of Asian Foundations and Organizations (pages 3-13; Chapter 2 –“The Ways of Social Entrepreneurship”, Chapter 11 – “Pekereti – Promoting Fair Trade”, Chapter 14- “Dompet Dhuafa – Social Enterprise in Islam” and Chapter 15 – Creating a Space in the Market”

Gates, Bill, ( 2008) “The Heart of Bill Gates” Commencement Address of Bill Gates given in Harvard 

Haggblade, Steven J. & Gamser, Matthew S. (Nov. 1991), “Gemini – A Filed Manual for Subsector Practitioners – Tools for Micro Enterprise Programs: Non-Financial Assistance Section”, USAID

Hermoso, R.R. editor, (1997), “An Introduction to Economics and Economic Development Issues in the Philippines”, Bookmark Inc.

Korten, David (2000) “The Post-Corporate World: Life After Capitalism”, BK Currents ( Berrett-Koehler Publ.)

Korten, David (2001) “When Corporations Rule the World” , 2nd ed., Kumarian Press

Moffit, Bob, (2004), “If Jesus Were Mayor”, Harvest

Mortato, Eduardo C. (2002) , “Enterprise Creation and Pro-Creation” , Asian Institute of Management

Myers, Bryant L. (1999) “Walking with the Poor” , Orbis Books

Neri, Romulo L. “ Economics and Public Policy”

Prahalad, C.K. (2005 ) “The Fortune at the Bottom of the Pyramid” , Wharton School Publishing 

Schumacher, E.F. (1973) “Small is Beautiful – Economics As If People Matterd”, Colophon Books

Sine, Tom ( 1981) , “Mustard Seed Conspiracy” , World Books 

Wright, Christopher J.H. (July 2004) “Old Testament Ethics and the People of God Today”, Intervarsity Press. 

Selected Reading Publications of the Wholistic Transformation Resource Center (WTRC):
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Bussau, David and G. Makonen, “A Sustainable Transformational Development – A Diagnostic Tool”

Bussau, David and V. Samuel, “How Then Should We Lend?”

Bussau, David, Reflections on Christian Micro Enterprise Development, WTRC

WTRC, “Taking Our Organization to the Next Level”

WTRC, Transformational Micro Enterprise Development

V. Course Calendar  - Period covers Fridays, 2PM-5PM

	Week
	Course content
	Readings and Assignments

	1-3 
	1. Kingdom Economics and/or Community-based economics
[A teaching team composed of Mr. F. Parado and  Pastor J. Gonzaga, Jr. will handle this portion.]
	Hermoso, R.R. editor, (1997), “An Introduction to Economics and Economic Development Issues in the Philippines”, Bookmark Inc.
“Old Testament Ethics and the People of God Today”, by Christopher J. H. Wright (Chapter 5)

“Mustard Seed Conspiracy” by Tom Sine (Ch 10 & Epilogue)

“Walking with the Poor” by Bryant Myers (Ch. 3-7)

“If Jesus were Mayor” by Bob Moffit (Ch. 13-14)

	4
	2. Perspectives in Modern Economics
	“Small is Beautiful” by E. F. Schumacher (Ch. III, pp.180-193)

“When Corporations Rule the World” by David Korten (Ch. 18-20)

“The Post-Corporate World: Life After Capitalism” by David Korten (Ch. 6-9)

	5
	3. Doing Business with the Poor: A Corporate approach to the problem of poverty
	“The Fortune at the Bottom of the Pyramid” by C. K. Prahalad (pp.169-206)

“The Heart of Bill Gates” Commencement Address of Bill Gates given in Harvard (download from internet; photocopy available)

	6-7
	5. Business Processes for Small and Medium Enterprises
	“Enterprise Creation and Pro-Creation” by Eduardo Morato 
Sub-sector analysis by Haggblade, Steven & Gamser, Matthew ( pp 1-61)

	8-13
	4. Doing Community-based Economics: Some Models

· With guided questionnaires
· After field trips, there would 
· be processing in class
	Dacanay, Marie Lisa M., (2006), “ Creating A Space in the Market”, Asian Institute of Management & Conference of Asian Foundations and Organizations (pages 3-13; Chapter 2 –“The Ways of Social Entrepreneurship”, Chapter 11 – “Pekereti – Promoting Fair Trade”, Chapter 14- “Dompet Dhuafa – Social Enterprise in Islam” and Chapter 15 – Creating a Space in the Market”

“Mustard Seed Conspiracy” by Tom Sine ( Ch. 10 & Epilogue)

Moffit, Bob, (2004), “If Jesus Were Mayor”, Harvest ( Chapters 13-14)

CCT Transformational Development Framework by Ruth S. Callanta

Exposure to existing community models (tentative list):

1. CCT Credit Cooperative Branch (TBA)

2. Soro-soro Ibaba Devlopmnent Cooperative, Batangas City

3. Kaibigan Ministry Pasay City

Sub-sector field assignments on : 

1. Junk Shop Micro Enterprise in Payatas, Quezon City

2. Rag Making in Tatalon, Quezon City

3. CCT Kaibigan Workers Cooperative in Laguna

	14-15
	6. Presentation of Student Models and/or existing community-based enterprises
	 

	16
	7. Where to go from here
	WTRC Reading Materials


VI. Learning & Assessment Activities - 

· Classroom participation

· Structured Learning Exercises

· Field Visits of Community Enterprises

· Sub Sector Field Work

· Group Report

· Individual Reflection/Examination

VII. Expectations & Grading 

1. Attendance and Participation 15%

2. Assignments 10
%

3. Field Visits 20%

4. Sub-sector Field Work/ Report 30%

5. Individual Reflection/ Exam 25%

	1.0
	A
	Outstanding Performance
	97-100

	1.25
	A-
	
	93-96

	1.5
	B+
	Superior Performance
	89-92

	1.75
	B
	
	85-88

	2.0
	B-
	Satisfactory Performance
	80-84

	2.25
	C
	
	75-79

	2.5
	C-
	Minimum Acceptable Performance
	70-74

	3.0
	F
	Unsatisfactory Performance
	Below 70


VIII. Course Policies 

1. Punctuality

2. Attendance (Student allowed up to 1 absence for whatever reason; beyond 1 absence, students must submit ample reason for absence or be considered dropped from class)

3. Active Participation

4. Group accountability

5. Instructor’s Consultation and Mentoring

6. 
7. VIII. Equipment needed 
· LCD Projector

· Laptop Computer

· USB or flash disk

· Screen

· Whiteboard/ Markers

· Marker Pens

· Masking Tape

· Manila Paper

· Transport Vehicle/s for field visits

· Tokens for Community Groups 

IX.  Reading Materials

Regular List:

Hermoso, R.R. editor, (1997), “An Introduction to Economics and Economic Development Issues in the Philippines”, Bookmark Inc. 

 “Old Testament Ethics and the People of God Today”, by Christopher J. H. Wright (Chapter 5)

“Mustard Seed Conspiracy” by Tom Sine (Ch 10 & Epilogue)

“Walking with the Poor” by Bryant Myers (Ch. 3-7)

“If Jesus were Mayor” by Bob Moffit (Ch. 13-14)

“Small is Beautiful” by E. F. Schumacher (Ch. III, pp.180-193)

“When Corporations Rule the World” by David Korten (Ch. 18-20)

“The Post-Corporate World: Life After Capitalism” by David Korten (Ch. 6-9)

“The Fortune at the Bottom of the Pyramid” by C. K. Prahalad (pp.169-206)

“The Heart of Bill Gates” Commencement Address of Bill Gates given in Harvard (download from internet; photocopy available)

“Enterprise Creation and Pro-Creation” by Eduardo Morato 

Sub-sector analysis by Haggblade, Steven & Gamser, Matthew ( pp 1-61)

Dacanay, Marie Lisa M., (2006), “ Creating A Space in the Market”, Asian Institute of Management & Conference of Asian Foundations and Organizations (pages 3-13; Chapter 2 –“The Ways of Social Entrepreneurship”, Chapter 11 – “Pekereti – Promoting Fair Trade”, Chapter 14- “Dompet Dhuafa – Social Enterprise in Islam” and Chapter 15 – Creating a Space in the Market”

CCT Transformational Development Framework by Ruth S. Callanta

Selected Reading Publications of the Wholistic Transformation Resource Center (WTRC):

Bussau, David and G. Makonen, “Wealth Generation & Kingdom Building Through CMED- A Biblical Perspective”

Bussau, David and G. Makonen, “A Sustainable Transformational Development – A Diagnostic Tool”

Bussau, David and V. Samuel, “How Then Should We Lend?”

Bussau, David, Reflections on Christian Micro Enterprise Development, WTRC

WTRC, “Taking Our Organization to the Next Level”

WTRC, Transformational Micro Enterprise Development

Additional Materials:

1. Basic Economic Concepts 

2. Economics and Public Policy – by RL Neri

3. How to avoid getting lost in the numbers

4. Lessons from US Financial Crisis (News clipping)

MATUL One-Unit Course Practica

Course Practicum-The optional 4th unit in this course is designed to give transformational urban leadership students hands on experience in a specific area addressed by the course.  It requires a minimum of 40 hours of on-the-job learning with the professor or with other senior staff in an organization or church.  This may also involve a student shadowing a leader or an expert shadowing a student in his/her ministry in order to critique their work.  Grading for the practicum is separate from the course.  Students may negotiate with the professor regarding the bases for grading.  Bases may include such activities as: evaluation by the supervisor, oral debriefings, visual presentations, and/or a 5-6 page written report addressing the following questions:  

1. What did you do in your practicum?

2. What knowledge, attitudes and skills did you strengthen?

3. What knowledge, attitudes and skills continue to need improvement?

4. What did you learn about yourself from this practicum?

5. How did this practicum affect you spiritually?

6. How did this practicum shape your views regarding future ministry?

Course practica may be taken concurrently with a course or directly following the course.  Three 1-unit course practica fulfills requirements for one Field Supervision course.  The following MATUL courses have optional 1-unit practica

· TUL530 Urban Poor Church Planting

· TUL540 Urban Reality and Theology 

· TUL550 Service to the Marginalized
· TUL555 Educational Center Development
· TUL560 Theology and the Practice Community Economics

· TUL620 Leadership in Urban Movements
· TUL630 Theology and Practice of Community Transformation

· TUL650 Primary Health Care

· TUL655 Advocacy and Urban Environment
Students desiring a course practicum should first confer with the professor and then fill out the Course Practicum Agreement.

One-Unit Course Practicum Agreement

Date __________________

Name_________________________________________ Course __________________________________
Information of Church/Organization where Course practicum will take place :

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Phone_______________________________________ Email _______________________________________

Description of what the student will be doing (minimum 40 hours contact time):

Dates and times of practicum experience _____________________________________________

Check the bases for evaluation: 

1) ( Site evaluation by the professor/supervisor

2) ( Oral debriefing

3) ( Visual presentation

4) ( A 5-6 page written report answering the following questions:

· What did you do in your practicum?

· What knowledge, attitudes and skills did you strengthen?

· What knowledge, attitudes and skills continue to need improvement?

· What did you learn about yourself from this practicum?

· How did this practicum affect you spiritually?

· How did this practicum shape your views regarding future ministry?
5) Other _________________________________________________________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

Professor 


Supervisor (if different)
 Student 


Final Grade: 








�Make clear what these assignments are and how much weight each receives.  I don’t find a discussion of assignments in the syllabus or when they are due.  The same is true for other items in the list.  What are they?  How are they graded? When are they due? 





