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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This is a practical course on church planting.
There are two parts to church planting. The first is the initial stage of launching, evangelism, starting and forming of a group or assembly, ending with the start of regular worship. The second is about the organization of the group or assembly, initiating governance of the group, start of community life, and discipling of members, ending with the appointment of elders. Elders have two functions, governance and teaching the Word. This course deals only with the first stage.

What is unique about the course:

a. It is unique in that it is focused on the urban poor. Mission is traditionally focused on the unreached and the unevangelized. Even the so-called Urban Mission is focused not on the urban poor but on cities in general. This course will help students learn about planting holistic churches in the slums. Today, majority of the world lives in cities and most of those migrating to the cities end up in the slums. This fact alone should make urban poor the highest priority in mission.

b. The course looks at urban poor church planting as a global movement. It stands alongside other movements like the house church movement of China that has been examined exhaustively, the Pentecostal movement that spread across the globe and the incarnational ministry popular among Western Christians who immerse themselves in the slums. The course examines elements of movement common with all global movements and that may account for the tremendously rapid expansion characteristic of movements, namely persecution and suffering, signs and miracles and the huge masses of poor which provides the great numbers.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  The students will learn 

A. Urban poor church planting: how to plant a church in the slums. The practical result is a group work, a detailed manual on church planting in the urban poor context. The manual should reflect the student’s critical analysis of the different models and discussions on the theology of the church, the kingdom and the poor. The manual will highlight the practical steps and key elements in church planting in the slums. The manual must be a detailed and in depth description of the process of churchplanting, with one part of the manual having been actually implemented by the students in the course of the semester. 

B. Urban poor church planting as a movement: how align their church planting program to the movement of the Holy Spirit by identifying and critically examining the movement elements and factoring those elements into their mission program.

C. The urban poor: how to understand the slum community, especially what God is doing among the poor, why the urban poor ministry should be the highest priority of mission today, and how to enter an urban poor community. The student will examine such issues as globalization, urbanization and marginalization, and their implications on churchplanting and the theology of the poor.

D. Mobilizing the urban poor workers: how to mobilize the urban poor workers: identifying the worker, providing appropriate training, linking the worker with resources for sustainability, placing the worker in a team, forming a team, developing team work, and sending the team to a slum community to do churchplanting as a movement. A training course outline will form part of the church planting manual to be submitted in this course, which is designed for training urban poor workers.

Grades and weight:

a. Three Book reviews or one final examination is 30% of the student’s grade. (Each book review consists of 3 pages double space, of 3 of the required readings listed in the syllabus or otherwise take a final examination at the end of the course).

b. Churchplanting Manual is 60%.

c. Class recitations or quizzes 10%

Schedule

	Theme
	What to submit
	What to read
	Date

	Who are the poor
	Submit first draft of church planting manual (group work)
	Viv Grigg, Companion to the Poor
	Ist week

	What is the church
	Submit community survey
	John Driver, Images of the Church in Mission
	3rd Week

	What is a movement
	Submit community profile
	Church Planting Movements By David Garrison
	6th week

	How to plant a church in the slums
	Submit second draft of manual
	David White, Your church can multiply


	9th week

	Building a community
	
	Richard Peace, Conversion
	

	Week Thirteen, Reading Week

	Week Fourteen, Final Exam, integration, evaluation, prayer
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Learning & Assessment Activities
1. Classroom Teaching on Underlying Theoretical Considerations in Church planting
A group work to produce a useful and practical manual on how to plant a church in their context as informed by the class lecture and discussions and the books read. The work must integrate elements of a movement in an attempt to make it part of the greater work of the Holy Spirit worldwide.

2. Reflective Reading

The readings assigned each day or week are to be completed and carefully reflected upon before gathering. They analyze a range of perspectives which will be discussed during class sessions. Typically only one or two articles or book chapters will be assigned each week. Nevertheless, they are very important!  The concepts presented through the readings will correlate with the week’s topical presentation/discussion, providing us a theoretical “frame” for analyzing urban poor church planting.
3. Classroom discussions, lectures and quizzes. The students are expected to wrestle meaningfully with the materials in this course and demonstrate ability to consolidate them into a useful model or paradigm, to integrate various view points, to deepen and widen one’s perspective to church planting.

4 Urban poor life. Students need to have a critical understanding of who the urban poor are, their spirituality, and how they fit together in what God is doing worldwide.
Expectations & Grading

The Meaning of the Grading System
	A. Outstanding performance: virtually perfect attendance; always prepared for class with all assignments completed; shows intrinsic interest in the class and subject, asks penetrating questions or offers thoughtful reflections in class; demonstrates exceptional intelligence and insight with unusual creativity; earns high scores on course assignments—usually the highest in the class. 



	B. Above average student in terms of attendance, preparation, attitude, initiative in asking questions, time management, and assignment quality.



	C. Average or typical student in terms of attendance, preparation, attitude, initiative in asking questions, time management, and assignment quality.



	D. Below average or atypical student in terms of attendance, preparation, attitude, initiative in asking questions, time management, and assignment quality — minimally passing in performance.



	F. Repeat course.  Inadequate/insufficient performance.




ATS Grading System
Grades are standardized and recorded using the following scale:

	1.0
1.25
1.5
1.75
2.0
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	A
A-
B+
B
B-
C
C-
F 
	Outstanding Performance

Superior Performance

Satisfactory Performance

Minimum Acceptable Performance
Unsatisfactory Performance 
	97-100
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89-92
85-88
80-84
75-79
70-74
Below 70 


