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I. Course Description – The course will build from reflections and understandings of a theology of God’s Kingdom Economics and various perspectives on economic development. The course will provide inputs on what makes for vibrant community economics, and will draw from experiences from successful models. The course will draw learning from several community-based models, conduct field visits, prepare business plan for the student’s social enterprise, and review basic financial tools that can be used for future community economic endeavors of the students. A composite team of actual practitioners will assist the professor in the course. Course methodology will include field visits to at least 3-4 community models, case studies, interviews, reflection and processing.

II. Expanded Course Description /Course Rationale – 

Isaiah 65:17-25 presents to us “community economics” at its best.

“For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind.... no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall be there in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; they shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of the tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen ones shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord-- and their descendants as well.”

Presumably, it is a system that works so well that all the economic aspirations of the people are met and everything works out for the common good. It is also sustainable as the blessing redounds even to the succeeding generations. It is community-based, as the resources are locally-sourced and the community itself benefited from it.

Our modern image of economics seems very far removed from this vision presented to us by Isaiah. We have numbers and indicators such as GNP, GDP, inflation, interest rates, etc. that requires specialists to explain to laypeople like us for us to begin to understand; that is, if the dissonance from the reality that we observed is not as glaring, i.e. a rosy picture of the economy based on economic indicators vis-à-vis the depressed community around us. This is for the present, and the future is even more confusing, if not depressing, especially when we hear about Globalization and Global Warming. No matter which side of the fence one would like to view things, if only for the sake of the ordinary people we try to reach and minister to, the language of community economics, like that of the vision of Isaiah would be more appropriate, down-to-earth and concrete.

But now more and more economists and even political leaders are arguing for community-based economics. A lot of them are even arguing with a sense of urgency; this is the only way for the human society to survive! We hope, as Christians, we knew better. The Isaiah vision is not only a picture of the idyllic community we all long for, it also provides a way to seek for the Kingdom of God here on earth through community-based economics. The history of the early church also shows that community-based economics is the way to go (Acts 2:43-47; 4:32-37). And although often considered marginalized, if not historical aberrations, monastic communities and Christian communes (Mennonites, Hutterites, etc.) continue to provide examples through history of community-based economics. It is but proper and even timely that we Christians make it mainstream and the context of our Christian witness.
III. Student Learning Outcomes – 


By the end of the course the student will be able to:

· Cognitive 

· Discuss basic economics concepts and applications in the Philippine setting

· Discuss a range of theological ideas and issues related to economic development and Kingdom economics

· Discuss perspectives in modern economics and various approaches in doing business with the poor

· Demonstrate familiarity with business processes and tools for social enterprises

· Identify a core set of operational needs and “best practices” of micro enterprises 

· Affective 

·   Demonstrate an ability to see the opportunities in developing vibrant community economics
·   Desire of becoming a kingdom entrepreneur
· Skills (Tools)

· Demonstrate the ability to organize and establish a simple Saving group in an urban poor community as a tool for increasing effectiveness of social or micro-enterprises

· Demonstrate the ability to understand basic finance for micro–enterprises
· Practiced the skill of organizing for MED on a community level 
V. Course Calendar  - Period covers from November 2011 to March 2012.

	Week
	Course content
	Intervention Project


	Readings and Assignments 

	Nov

17, 24

Dec 1
	1. Kingdom Economics and/or Community-based economics


	Basic Orientation on how to start an ASCA/ROSCA
	Hermoso, R.R. editor, (1997), “An Introduction to Economics and Economic Development Issues in the Philippines”, Bookmark Inc.

“Old Testament Ethics and the People of God Today”, by Christopher J. H. Wright  (Chapter 5)

 “Walking with the Poor” by Bryant Myers (Ch. 3-7)

“If Jesus were Mayor” by Bob Moffit (Ch. 13-14)

	Dec 08
	2. Perspectives in Modern Economics
	Presentation of target communities and initial organizing
	“Small is Beautiful” by E. F. Schumacher  (Ch. 3 pp. 180-193)

“When Corporations Rule the World” by David Korten (Ch. 18-20)

“The Post-Corporate World: Life After Capitalism” by David Korten (Ch. 6-9)

	Dec 15
	3. Doing Business with the Poor: A Corporate approach to the problem of poverty
	Planning of intervention and ongoing organizing
	“The Fortune at the Bottom of the Pyramid” by C. K. Prahalad (pp.169-206)

“The Heart of Bill Gates” Commencement Address of Bill Gates given in Harvard (photocopy available)
Reflection Paper 1 due

	Jan 12 &

19
	4. Business Processes for Small and Medium Enterprises
	Presentation of intervention proposal
	Action plan for intervention due

	Jan 26,

Feb  2, 9,16 & 23
	5.Doing Community-based Economics: Some Models 

With guided questionnaires 

After field trips, there would 

be processing in class 
	Fieldwork of starting and running of an ASCA/ROSCA 
	  “Mustard Seed Conspiracy” by Tom Sine ( Ch. 10 & Epilogue)

Moffit, Bob, (2004), “If Jesus Were Mayor”, Harvest ( Chapters 13-14)

CCT Transformational Development Framework by Ruth S. Callanta
The power of unreasonable people: How social entrepreneurs create markets that change the world, by Elkington and Hartigan

Exposure to existing community models (tentative list):

CCT Credit Cooperative Branch, Metro Manila

Kaibigang Maaasahan Multi-purpose Cooperative , Gamban Extension, Pasay City

Kaibigan Village, Kalikid Norte, Cabanatuan City 

Community Water Station , Bagong Silangan, QC 



	March

1& 8
	
	Intervention reporting
	 

	March

15
	Where to go from here
	
	WTRC Reading Materials during the whole course as assigned and needed


V. Learning & Assessment Activities  

Classroom participation

Structured Learning Exercises

Field Visits of Community Enterprises
Actionplan for intervention ( due January 12)
Final Report of intervention activity (due March 10 for graduating students, April 12 non graduating)
Individual Reflection (Paper 1 due Dec 15, Paper 2 due March 10 for graduating students, April 12 non graduating)
VI. Expectations & Grading (detailed descriptions will be given in class) 

Attendance and Participation  
15%

Field Project Proposal

10%

Field Visits


20%

Field Project Report

30%

Individual Reflection

25% 

VIII. Course Policies 

Punctuality: We start classes strict on time. Being late till 15 minutes is regarded as tardiness. Three tardiness are equal to one absence. After 15 minutes, you are considered absent.
Attendance (Student allowed up to 1 absence for whatever reason; beyond 1 absence, student must submit ample reason for absence or be considered dropped from class)

Instructor’s Consultation and Mentoring: Regarding the intervention project, you can set a schedule with either of the instructors anytime.
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