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1. Course Description

This course aims to apply the analytic frameworks and practical skills acquired through the MATUL program to investigate a specific issue or problem on behalf of a community organization.  Qualitative research methods are used to gather and organize pertinent information, culminating in the writing and oral presentation of a final paper (3 units) or thesis (6 units) that involves local residents in specific transformational efforts.

2. Expanded Course Description

One of the major tasks of a graduate program is to train you to produce new knowledge, and to be able to communicate that new knowledge to relevant audiences. For advanced MATUL students, this entails the design of a research project or proposal, the organization of tasks and activities, the use of a variety of research methods and skills during the project, and the opportunity to present the results. This involves field research in order to obtain first-hand information within community contexts. 

The Integration Seminar is designed to provide optimal guidance to student-investigators conducting field research oriented towards the needs of a specific group.  You will work with communities and organizations to diagnose an issue or problem situation, select appropriate approaches and methods for investigating it, and propose solutions.
The final paper or thesis shapes learning by asking you to define a research agenda, familiarize themselves with similar studies, collect and analyze fresh data, develop conclusions and recommendations, and represent it all in a clear and operational final paper or thesis.  The project not only contributes to the your education, but also becomes a significant resource for the public good.

The three-unit paper is approximately 30 pages long and must be completed within the duration of the semester.   The six-unit thesis requires more extensive research, may take a year or more to complete and is approximately 150 pages in length.

3. General Flow of the Course
Setting the Direction: Focus is on knowledge and skill development. Presentations and discussions address the theoretical framework that guide field research, the formulation of research questions, the development of a research proposal, the reading of exemplary studies and materials that inform good practice, the selection of appropriate data collection methods, the organization and analysis of data, and the writing of a final paper or thesis. 

Field Research, Writing and Presentation: You will work closely with your chosen organization/group and the professor. 

Course Goals:  You will be able to gain confidence as a reflective leader among the urban poor by practicing the following skills: 

Research Preparation
· Framing and refining the problem
· Developing a literature review and relating it to findings of the study
· Formulating research questions and methodology
· Developing a proposal with the church, community or organization
· Developing a project work plan with timelines
· Assessing one’s strengths and weaknesses as a researcher
Field Research 

· Selecting and carrying out appropriate data collection methods
· Conducting interviews, observations and content analyses
· Soliciting and integrating feedback on findings
· Appreciating the distinctives of participatory action research
Drawing Conclusions

· Analyzing quantitative and qualitative data
· Drawing conclusions based on findings

· Developing well-supported and realistic recommendations
· Evaluating research findings as evidence for conclusions and recommendations
4. Essential Reading 

Maxwell, Joseph.  (2004).  Qualitative Research Design (2nd ed.).  Sage Publications.
Schaltzman, Leonard and Strauss, Anselm L.  (1973).  Field Research:  Strategies for a Natural Sociology.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice Hall. 
Course Reader: a Reader with relevant readings will be distributed at the beginning of classes
5. Grading of Three-Unit Paper, Presentation and Participation

	General Formatting-Clarity of writing and appropriate formatting, spelling, grammar organization, use of APA and completeness
	10%

	Literature Review-Quality of sources and quality of argument
	10%

	Field Research-Mastery of the research issue/problem; understanding of research methods appropriate to the study; ability to interpret data critically and to draw conclusions; understanding of the limitations of the research in making broad generalizations; initiative and self-reliance
	60%

	Oral Presentation-Creativity clarity, persuasiveness and quality of presentation
	10%

	Participation-In course activities
	10%


Grading of Six-Unit Thesis--The thesis is pass/fail, is the decision of the thesis committee, and is based solely on the final product.
6. Weekly Lessons
Week 1:  Introduction to the course June 8
Assignment: Prospectus

1. Choose a church, organization or community through which to do your research.

2. Get answers for the following questions:
· What is the mission of the group?
· How might research or a funding proposal advance its mission?
· What gaps exist in the work of the organization that this project might help fill?
· List the literature that might help guide the project?
· What are the project’s scope and objectives?
· Compile this information in a 3-4 page prospectus.  Be prepared to summarize the information in a 3-4 minute oral presentation.  Bring copies for the class.
Readings Due:  Maxwell, Joseph. Qualitative Research Design (Ch. 1, 2, 3).
Weeks 2:  Overview of Qualitative Research:  June 15
· Oral presentations of prospectuses 

· Maxwell Qualitative Research Design.ppt
Assignment: Revision and expansion of prospectuses in light of class critiques and readings.

Readings Due:  Maxwell, Qualitative Research Design (Ch. 4, 5, 6, 7) 

Weeks 3:  Designing the Field Research Process June 22
Planning begins with a personal assessment of the primary research instrument – yourself! It then moves to formulating clear research questions that address the needs of the organization, are of interest to you as a researcher, and are doable in the time that you have available. 

Discussion topics

· In Class Tutorial--Internet searching tutorial: Using Electronic Sources--Google.ppt
· In-class quick-write: Research Autobiography.

· Share project proposals in small groups.
Beginning the Proposal Process
1. Consider your potential assets and liabilities as a researcher

2. Develop a focus for your research 

3. Write your research problem(s) and question(s)
4. Determine methods for collecting information 

5. Consider any ethical issues involved in your research

6. Draft your proposal

Assignment 1:  Literature Review
Searching for similar studies brings the researcher up to date on the knowledge and contrasting viewpoints related to your topic. Beginning a literature review before starting field research allows you to see what has and has not been investigated, to identify data sources that other researchers have used, and to identify potential relationships between concepts and your research questions, and to identify researchable hypotheses. The research plan is refined as you review other studies and ask the following questions: 
· What is already known about the subject? 

· Are there any gaps in the knowledge of the subject? 

· Have areas of further study been identified by other researchers that I may want to consider? 

· Is there any consensus about the topic? 

· What aspects have generated significant debate on the topic? 

· What methods or problems were identified by others and how might they impact your research? 

· What is the most productive way to carry out your research based on the literature reviewed? 

· What sources of information or data might be useful to you? 

The Internet and electronic databases provide the means for searching for studies that can inform your own study. 

1. Complete an Internet search (using Google Scholar) to locate 10-15 relevant studies. Maintain complete bibliographic information. 

2. Develop a database of key ideas. 

3. Compile a bibliography (APA format) of approximately 15 relevant studies.  
Compile this information in a literature review and bring it to class. Be prepared to summarize your findings in a 3-4 minute oral presentation.
Assignment 2:  Research Proposal
The proposal should include the following: 

1. Cover letter that explains your interest in working with the organization;
2. Research Proposal that includes:
      • Proposal Introduction

      • Research question(s) (What do you want to understand or achieve?)

      • Rationale (why it is important to the organization and community)

      • Discussion of the participatory approach you plan to use

      • Methods that will be used to complete the project

      • Timeline to complete the project

      • Help that you might need to complete the research

Essential Reading till November 30
· Schaltzman, Leonard and Strauss, Anselm L.  (1973).  Field Research:  Strategies for a Natural Sociology.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice Hall. 
· Action Research Material from the Course Reader

From July to October:

During the time I am away, you will meet with Arthur from 2-4 pm on Tuesdays, July 27, August 31 and September 20 and share the progress of your proposals and literature review.
Weeks 4-6:  Doing Fieldwork, Nov 30, Dec 14, Jan 4
• 
Schaltzman-Doing Fieldwork.pptx
· Reports 0n Literature Review and Proposals
Once the proposal has received instructor approval and supervisor acceptance, the next step is to consider how to go about collecting the types of information that will answer the main research question or problem. Primary emphasis will be given to discussing three of the most important sources of data: 
1. Critiquing similar studies on the topic

2. Doing participant observation in the local situation in order to understand and document how things really are and identify needs

3. Interviewing of persons in those situations in order to uncover “insider” perspectives related to the research question.  
Discussion topics

· Strategy for Entering--Participating in Everyday Life 

· Strategy for Getting Organized
· Strategy for Watching 
· Strategy for Listening—Formal and Informal interviewing

· Strategy for Recording
· Strategy for Analyzing 

· Strategy for Communicating Results
Week 7-10:  Conducting Research,  Jan 11, 18, 25, Feb 01
You will continue to meet weekly to discuss progress on their research.  Students will conduct research and seek one-on-one consultation with the professor and any advisors. 

Essential Reading:  Wolcott: Writing up Qualitative Research

Week 11: Writing the Final Paper or Thesis: Feb 08
Assignment:  Research and Writing of the Final Paper
The final paper or thesis is a formal statement of the results of an investigation conducted on behalf of an organization or group of people. In this paper situations are analyzed, conclusions drawn, alternatives considered, and recommendations made. It is concise and has a specific purpose and structure. It is primarily used to share information and to make decisions. Information is presented clearly and coherently in a well-structured format. 
An extended period of time is dedicated to continuing independent field research and writing the final paper or thesis. During this time take the initiative to make sure you get the help you need. It is your responsibility to keep your instructor-advisor and client supervisor updated on your progress. It is recommended that you initiate meetings with your advisor regularly.
Week 12: Communicating Findings:  Feb 15
By the 14th week your final paper should be complete, and you can prepare for the oral communication of the research.

Discussion topic
· Presentation Skills (structuring a persuasive presentation, effective openings and closures)

Assignment:  Presentation
Develop a PowerPoint presentation summarizing your research.  Also work with your organization to plan a presentation of your research findings.  The presentation should creatively combine audio, video, graphic, or oral elements.
Students will develop a draft of their paper and prepare a presentation for week 14.
Week 13:  Research Presentations:  Feb 22
Students will present 10-15 minute summaries of their research followed by class discussion.  Use creative means to communicate you ideas.  Students will revise and finalize papers to be turned in the following week. 

Week 14: Final Papers Due. In order to graduate all work must be in by this time.  Mar 01
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Appendix 1:  Components of the 30 Page Research Project
1. Title Page. This should be on a separate sheet. With the title should be the name of the author and the date of completion.

2. Abstract.  This should be written separately from the report. It gives a brief (1-2 page) and factual survey of what is contained in the report itself with the material summarized in the same order. It should give readers enough information to assess the importance of the material and its relevance to them.

3. Acknowledgements. This section may come after the title page. It should give credit for personal help given, stimulating and influential ideas, and permission to quote from unpublished work.

4. Table of Contents. This should be on a separate sheet of paper listing the contents by page number. The titles of each section should make it informative.

5. Introduction. The introduction to the report answers what the subject is, why the research was undertaken, where, and how. It should also introduce the actual content of the report. 

6. Main Text. This is often divided into sections with headings. It should contain a description of all investigations carried out, a statement of facts discovered, clear arguments and opinions arising from the investigations and the facts uncovered by them. 

7. Conclusions.  These should be firm statements summarizing the findings and inferences of the sections of the main text. 

8. Recommendations. Recommendations should be stated with the readership in mind. There is no need to justify them. That should already have been done.

9. References and Bibliography. References to publications (and interviews if appropriate) used in the text should be listed in a separate References List. A separate bibliography may also be included to cite all material used in putting together the work. Students should follow APA format for any in-text citation and bibliographic entry (see APA Formatting and Style Guide - (Electronic Reader and available at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/). 
10. Appendices. Appendices contain relevant detailed and/or descriptive information which are likely to be of interest to the reader and support the conclusions, but would interrupt the flow of the argument if included in the main text. Be careful not to overload these.

Appendix 2:  Components for the 150 Page Thesis

Front Matter

· Title page
· Signature page

· Copyright page

· Dedication

· Acknowledgments

· Abstract

· Table of Contents

· List of Tables

· List of Figures

Chapter 1:  The Problem

· Introduction

· Background of the problem 

· Statement of the problem 

· Purpose of the Study (goal orientation emphasizing practical outcomes or products)

· Questions to be answered or objectives to be investigated

· Conceptual or substantive assumptions

· Rationale 

· Theoretical framework

· Statement of hypotheses (if any)

· Scope and delimitations of the study

· Outline of the remainder of the thesis

Chapter 2:  Review of Related Literature

· Organization of the chapter--overview 

· Historical background

· Review of research literature acquainting the reader with existing studies relative to what has been found, who has done work, when and where latest research studies were completed, and what research methodology, instrumentation or statistical analysis were followed 

· Summary of literature reviewed

Chapter 3:  Methodology or Procedures

· Overview 

· Description of research methodology or approach

· Research design

· Pilot studies as they apply to the research design, development of instruments, data collection techniques, and characteristics of the sample

· Selection of subjects dealing with sample and population

· Instrumentation  (tests, measures, observations, scales, interview protocols and questionnaires)

· Field procedures (e.g., instructions to subjects or distribution of materials)

· Data collection and recording

· Data processing and analysis

· Methodological assumptions

· Limitations

· Summary

Chapter 4:  Findings (Analysis and Evaluation)

· Findings of the study that answer the research questions

· Interpretations or discussions of findings

· Summary

Chapter 5:  Summary, Conclusion, Recommendations

· Brief summary of everything covered in the previous chapters

· Conclusions

· Recommendations or practical suggestions for implementation of findings or for additional research
Rear Matter

· Bibliography

· Appendices
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