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I.  Course Description   
This course introduces you to some of the basics of interpreting the Bible with the urban poor.  The course has two overarching emphases:

1. Exegeting the Bible.  Throughout the course you will be taught—primarily through the Bible itself—the basic principles of good Bible interpretation.  Such teaching will focus on several of the literary forms or genres found within the Bible as well as the various “rules” best used to interpret these forms.  You will also examine the Bible interpretation methods of Jesus and the early New Testament church as possible models for interpreting the Bible with the urban poor today.  

2.  Exegeting the culture of the urban poor.  Throughout the course you will also be exposed to the newly emerging field of ethnohermeneutics (Bible interpretation done in multi-cultural, multi-generational and cross-cultural contexts). Ethnohermeneutics is a foundational component of any truly contextualized Bible interpretation done with the urban poor.  In this section of the course you will be taught how to discover the hermeneutical methods already used by the urban poor as well as how to ascertain the appropriateness of these methods to the study of the Bible itself.  Opportunity will be given for you to develop your own ethnohermeneutical approach to doing appropriate Bible interpretation with a particular urban poor community of your interest and helping to equip that community to better interpret the Bible for themselves and their community.
II.  Course Rationale 
Interpreting the Bible with the urban poor is a complex task.  It is therefore crucial for pastors and missionaries ministering within the contexts of the urban poor to become aware of some of these complexities in order to better interpret the truths of the Word of God in such contexts.
III.  Student Learning Outcomes   
Students should expect to:

1. Acquire familiarity with the strengths and weaknesses of their own hermeneutical approaches, as well as with the currently dominant hermeneutical methods used worldwide;

2. Gain an introductory understanding of some of the hermeneutical methods of the New Testament writers as they interpreted the Old Testament as possible models for Bible interpretation done with the urban poor today; 

3. Become skilled in using the genre approach to Bible interpretation as well as some of the genre-specific “rules” that aid in good Bible interpretation;

4. Learn how to ascertain and evaluate hermeneutical methods already functioning within urban poor contexts.
5. Know how to develop a culturally appropriate hermeneutical method that will aid Bible interpretation done within a selected urban poor group. 
6. To be able to effectively teach the Bible in an urban poor context.
IV. Course Materials    
Required Reading:

1. How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth, by Gordon D. Fee and Douglas Stuart. Third Edition (Grand Rapids:  Zondervan, 2003). 

2. Caldwell on Ethnohermeneutics. A Reader, by Larry W. Caldwell (prepublication draft, 2010).  This will be available for purchase in class during the second week of classes.

3. A STUDY Bible. A good text of the entire Bible is necessary, as well as study notes which can give immediate aid at trouble spots. Please, for the purposes of this course, do not use a King James Bible (KJV or NKJB), a Living Bible, The Message, nor a study Bible with Scofield notes.

Recommended Reading:
1. Communicating Jesus’ Way, by Charles H. Kraft (Pasadena, CA:  William Carey Library, 1999).

2. Reconnecting God’s Story to Ministry, by Tom A. Steffen (Waynesboro, GA:  Authentic, 2005).

3. Vernacular Hermeneutics, by R. S. Sugirtharajah (ed.) (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1999).

4. Defenseless Flower.  A New Reading of the Bible, by Carlos Mesters (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1989).

5. Reading from this Place. Volume 2. Social Location and Biblical Interpretation in Global Perspective, by Fernando F. Segovia and Mary Ann Tolbert, (eds.) (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 1995).

6. Communicating God's Word in a Complex World: God's Truth or Hocus Pocus?, by R. Daniel Shaw and Charles E. Van Engen (Lanham, MD: Romman and Littlefield, 2003).

7. Story Journey. An Invitation to the Gospel as Storytelling, by Thomas E. Boomershine (Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1988).

8. Double Image.  The Power of the Parable in African Society, by Del Tarr (New York, NY: Paulist, 1994).

9. Through the Eyes of Another. Intercultural Reading of the Bible, edited by Hans de Wit, et. al. (Elkhart, IN: Institute of Mennonite Studies, 2004).

10. God's Economy: Biblical Studies from Latin America, edited by Ross and Gloria Kinsler, Ross (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2005).
V.  Course Calendar  
The schedule of the class meetings and assignments will be given during class.

VI.  Learning & Assessment Activities

1.  Readings:  You will read 500 pages from the above list of required and suggested readings, as follows:


Fee and Stuart = 130 pages


Caldwell =  260 pages


Recommended reading and class handouts to read = 110 pages

A reading journal will be kept and will count 20% towards your final grade.  More details of this reading journal will be given in class.

3.  Exegetical Assignments:  There will be 6 exegetical assignments over the course of the semester. These assignments will count 60% towards your final grade (i.e., each assignment is worth 10% of the grade). These exegetical assignments will be comprised of two parts, as follows:

Part 1.  Bible Exegesis. The first part of the exegetical assignment will involve answering questions of a biblical text related to a specific literary genre found in the Bible.  Answers will be given based upon the preceding class lecture, the required reading, and your own analysis of the specific biblical text.  More details of this part of the assignment will be given in class.

Part 2. Culture Exegesis.   The second part of the exegetical assignment will involve answering questions of the text related to a specific urban poor group that you are currently engaged with.  Here the local urban poor community will have opportunity to give their hermeneutical insights into the biblical text.  More details of this part of the assignment will be given in class.

Each specific part of the exegetical assignment will average 2-5 typed double-spaced pages in length, and will be graded independently of the other part.  Each part will be due at the beginning of the class period on which it is assigned.  If you do not have access to a typewriter or computer you will need to use the ATS Computer Center.  No handwritten assignments will be accepted.

4.  Final Exam:  There will be only one exam.  It will be written during the last two hours of the final class session.  During this time you will be given the opportunity to respond, in a coherent essay, to the topic:  “How I Will Interpret Scripture With the Urban Poor.”  This essay will count 20% towards your final grade.  

VII.  Expectations & Grading

Grades for all assignments and the final grade will be given using the 1.0 to 3.0 Grading Scale described in the ATS Academic Catalog as follows:


1.0    A   Outstanding


2.0   B-  Satisfactory


1.25  A-



2.25 C+  


1.5    B+  Superior


2.5   C   Minimum Acceptable Performance


1.75  B




3.0   F    Unsatisfactory Performance
NOTE 1:  Plagiarism (copying the work of another person and pretending it is your own work) absolutely will not be allowed!  Consult your Student Handbook for more information.

NOTE 2:  Absolutely no late assignments will be accepted except for approved emergencies.

VIII.  Course Policies 
1.  Attendance and lateness:  You are expected to be present and on time for each class session.  Traffic problems are no longer good excuses.  Others make it to class on time, you can too.  Roll will be taken most days.  You are allowed to be late two times.  If you are late three times, or more, your final grade may be reduced.  If, for some very good reason, you must miss a class session please let the instructor know in advance.  You are allowed one unexcused absence.  The second, unexcused absence(s) may lower your final grade.  Three unexcused absences will result in automatic failure of the course. Class will begin promptly.  At the half-way point of each class there will be a 15 minute merienda break.  This is a snack break, not a meal!  Class will resume promptly after 15 minutes.

2.  Cell Phones:  Turn these off while you are in this class!!  They are rude interruptions.  If your cell phone goes off during class be prepared to face the wrath of the professor and the same penalty as someone who is late (see above).
3.  Computers:  Computers are for taking notes, only!  No surfing of the web, checking email, or looking at pictures, etc.  Those using their computers for anything but taking notes will be given the same penalty as someone who is late (see above).

4. Assignments: The bulk of the homework for this course is that of reading. The assignments for each class period are listed on the accompanying course schedule. You are to come to class on time with the appropriate assignments completed for that particular class session. In all of this you are expected to spend a minimum of 6 hours in preparation for each class session, (two hours outside of class for each hour in class). The weekly assignments have been prepared with this time requirement in mind.
5. Determine to give this course your full attention and interest.  Come to class prepared to ask questions and to think for yourself.  You have every right to see things differently than your classmates, or than your instructor.  Your viewpoint will be valued and your participation will make the class more valuable for all of us.
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