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I.  Course Description   
In 2009  storm Ondoy devastated Metro Manila! In 2011 massive mudslides hit Cagayan de Oro! Heavy monsoon rains again flooded Luzon this 2012. The Philippines are one of the most vulnerable regions in the world, prone to natural disasters. Christians need to respond to the challenge of protecting the planet as our human habitat.

This course will explore a Biblical framework for Creation care in the connection to Transformative ministry. It will discuss the reasons behind the environmental crisis and the effects of present human activities in destroying nature in different areas of the environment. The course will further develop theoretical and practical foundations for creation care. It will also deal with the problems of natural disasters, in regards to preparedness, prevention and response.
II.  Course Rationale 
The scope of natural destruction through human activities is more and more endangering the sustainability of humanity. Global warming, deforestation, water pollution and others jeopardize the survival of whole communities.

This course wants to help concerned Christians to develop a strong awareness for the protection of creation, based on a Biblical framework. It further wants to explore ways that help development workers to work in a way that protects the environmental needs of the community and to promote development that is environmentally sustainable.
III.  Student Learning Outcomes   
By the end of this class, you will have:

· Examined your own relationship to creation

· Appreciated and valued God’s care for his creation

· Explored a biblical understanding of Creation Care

· Examined the connection of environmental exploitation and capitalistic values

· Investigated the causes and symptoms of different environmental problems and explored possible strategies to solve the same

· Observed the work of different environmental NGOs in the Philippines

· Designed a framework for environmentally sustainable development

· Engaged in hand-on ministry with creation

IV. Course Flow    

For this class, we will be using the following activities

· Small group work

· Exposure trip and overnight outing into the green

· Movies and Video presentations

· Lectures

· Topic specific presentations

ONLINE- LEARNING: This class might be partially using online methodology. I will explain the specific mechanics on the first day of class.

V. Course Materials    
All students are required to read the following:

Books:

Roberts, D. W. Preditz, P. E (eds). (2000). Down to Earth- Christianity. Wynnewood: AERDO.

Van Dyke, F. Mahan, J. K. Sheldon R.H: (1996). Redeeming Creation. Illinois: Intervarsity Press

Readings from the Course Reader:

Bouma- Prediger, S. (2001). For the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian Vision for Creation Care. Grand Rabids: Baker Academic. P: 137- 160

Braidotti, S. Charkiewicz, E. Häusler, S. Wieringa, S. (1994). Women, the Environment and Sustainable Development: Towards a theoretical Synthesis. London: Zed Books. P 107-149

Mc Fague, S. (1997). Super, Natural Christians: How we should love Nature. Minneapolis: Fortress Press.  P: 5-45, 150-76

Mc Fague, S. (2001). Life Abundant: Rethinking Theology and Economy for a Planet in Peril. Minneapolis: Fortress Press. P: 71-181.

VI.  Course Calendar  
	Date
	Topic
	Reading due
	Assignment due

	
	Unit 1: A Biblical Framework
	
	

	Week 1: Nov 13
	Intro; our relationship to creation and the word of God
	
	

	Week 2:
Nov 20
	Eco- spirituality
	Van Dyke

P. 0- 55
	

	Week 3:
Nov 27
	Eco- Justice and Eco – ethics based on Biblical Principles
	Van Dyke

56- 88
	

	
	Unit 2: The Environmental Crisis
	
	

	Week 4:
Dec 04
	Global Warming by group 1
	Van Dyke

89- 122
	

	Week 5:
Dec 11
	Air Pollution, by group 2
	Van Dyke

123- 184
	Reflection Global Warming, Group 1

	Week 6:
Dec 18
	Urbanization and waste crisis by group 3
	Super Natural Christians, 5-45, 150-176
	Reflection air Pollution, Group 2

	Week 7:
Jan 08
	Water Pollution by group 1
	Bouma-Prediger, 137-160
	Reflection Urbanization, Group 3

	Week8:
Jan 15
	Natural Disaster Prevention
	Braidotti, 107-149
	Reflection Water, Group 1

	Week 9:
Jan 22
	Exposure Trip
	Life abundant, 71-126
	

	Week 10:
Jan 29
	Natural Disaster, Preparedness and Response
	Life abundant 127-181
	Reflection Exposure Trip

	Week 11:
Feb 05
	Soil Erosion by group 2
	Roberts

1-40
	Reflection Soil, Group 2

	Week 12:
Feb 12
	Deforestation by group 3
	Roberts

41-82
	

	
	Unit 3: Creation Care
	
	

	Week 13:
Feb 19
	Creation Care and Transformation, Part 1
	Roberts

83- 130
	Reflection deforestation, Group 3

	Week 14:
Feb 26
	Creation Care and Transformation, Part 2
	Roberts

131- 162
	

	Week 15:
Mar 05
	Practical Approaches/ Evaluation
	Roberts

163- 185
	Paper NGO visit,

Final Paper (April 02 for non-grad)


VII.  Learning & Assessment Activities

All written requirements should be typed, font size Times New Romans 12 and double spaced. In order to save paper and printing expenses, all papers should be submitted by e-mail, if this is possible.

A) Class Participation

Our class is a learning community, where we learn from each other. Therefore attendance and participation play an important role in attaining learning from our class. The maximum of two absences are allowed. Attendance will be taken every meeting.

B) Creative Group Presentations
From December 04, 2012 to February 12, 2013, you will present in pairs or small groups a one hour creative presentation about the topic of the day. We will form 3 groups, which means that each group will present two times. You will research the topic regarding its’ causes, it’s local, national and global scale and its’ impact on the wider eco-systems and human life, especially to the poor. You will further present recommended actions to solve the problem. You will draw from a variety of possible interventions like direct solutions, policies and advocacy. You will finally lead a 30 min class discussion on how Christians should get involved in solving the problems. You will submit individually a one page reflection regarding your learning from your group presentation. This paper is due one week after your presentation.

C) Exposure Trip

We will undertake an overnight exposure trip and visit a number of environmental projects in Metro Manila. You will reflect on the trip and describe, how the project helps to care for creation and how it uses wider principles of development. You will further reflect on your learning from the trip and suggest, how churches could get involved in similar projects in order to serve the community. You should do this by submitting a 3 pages long paper that is due January 31.

D) Visit to an Environmental NGO

In pairs, you will visit an environmental NGO and will interview one of their staff. You will then write a paper together, where you will describe the work of the NGO (History, philosophy, major activities). You will then critique the work and philosophy of the NGO form a biblical perspective of Creation Care. Finally, you will suggest, how this kind of work could be done by a Christian organization or church. This paper should be about 10 pages and is due on our last day of classes.

E) Creation Care Awareness Workshop Design

As your final paper, you will design a workshop for your church, which aims to raise the environmental awareness of the members. The workshop should have at least three sessions, where you will deal with the biblical mandate for Creation Care, the situation of our environment today and with practical strategies of how the people could get involved in caring for creation. You will submit a detailed outline of each session, with objectives, activities, background materials and evaluation. This paper should at least be 12 pages and needs to be submitted by March 05 for graduating students and April 02 for non-graduating students.

F) Reading Log
You will submit a one page reading log, where you indicate, when you finished all particular course readings, which you will sign as your contract that you read indeed the readings.

VIII.  Expectations & Grading

	Class  Participation & Reading Log
	15%



	Exposure Trip reflection
	15%



	Group Presentation (2x 15%)
	30%



	Visit to NGO
	15%



	Workshop Design
	25%




IX.  Course Policies 
There are two absences allowed during the whole semester. A third absence would result in failing the class. Being ten to thirty minutes late is considered as tardiness. Three times of tardiness are considered one absence. Students being late more than 30 minutes are considered as absent. Due papers during the semester have to be submitted on time. Late submission will result in a 5% grade deduction/ every three days. Late submission for final papers will not be accepted, as well as requests for extensions beyond three days, however 5% of the grade will be deducted. 
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Internet- resources:

Evangelical Environmental Network: 

een-eas.org

AuSable Institute:




uasable.org

A Rocha.





Arocha.org

Earth Ministry:




earthministry.org

Quaker Energy Policy Insights:


quaker.org/fep/

Target Earth:





targetearth.org

Web of Creation:




webofcreation.org

Christian Environmental Studies Center:

cesc. Montreat.edu

The UN Environment Program:


unep.org

Environmental Defence Fund:


edf.org

World Resources Institute:



igc.org

Department of Environment and Natural Resources: denr.gov.ph

Human Needs and Global Resources prog. at Wheaton college:  wheaton.edu/hngrhome.html
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