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Course Description

This course examines the theological and practical implications for beginning a spiritual journey with the urban poor in the Philippines.

Expanded Description
This is a course on Christian spirituality focused on life with the urban poor. 

1. Students will learn to journey with the poor as a way of being in solidarity with the poor from which they will learn to answer the question: Why do we need the Poor? The Bible teaches that it is not the poor who need the rich but vice versa. The students can not work with the poor unless they are able to learn from the poor and unless they can see the poor not just as objects of their ministry or generosity but because the authenticity of the spirituality of the rich depends on the way the treat the poor. The true church is where the rich and the poor worship together demonstrating the Kingdom life as one Body where there is social and economic equality among the other features of biblical shalom.

2. The students will have hands on experience and guided exposure in their journey with the urban poor from which they will learn practical skills. e.g. how to enter the community, how to make their gospel good news to the poor, how to worship together with them and how to journey into the road to obscurity, to become a nobody, an ordinary person, just as the poor are, in order to fully commune with them.

3. In addition, the students will learn a form of spirituality that is sustainable, able to survive the harsh and oppressive realities of slum life. The course will help prepare the student also for incarnational ministry, of living in the slums.

Specific Descriptions:
The student will learn a spirituality that is able to journey with the urban poor and that can survive life in the slums: 

1. a journey with the poor: a kind of spirituality that will make one able to journey with the poor in a meaningful way, able to see Christ in the poor and the dying, learn a kind of spirituality that is able to learn and receive from the poor, and understand in what way one needs the poor and how the church can only be an authentic church if she has the poor in her.

2. a sustainable spirituality: a kind of spirituality that is sustainable over a period of time of working in the harsh and demanding conditions of urban poverty, that affects family life and marriage, finances and career. It also contrasts Western with oriental thinking styles.

3. understand the poor: understand the culture of exile and oppression of the poor and the migrants, understand where God is today and learn to see the Bible from the bottom up.

4. become a peacemaker and advocate for the poor: examine the character and theology underlying an advocate for the poor and a peacemaker, formulate a gospel that is good news to the poor, able to promote Kingdom life and shalom, examine Philippine laws relating to the urban poor.

5. engaging in spiritual disciplines: learn spiritual disciplines that are appropriate for Philippine slum life, revisit miracles, healing, prayer of humility, sacraments, liturgy, lexio divina, examen and solitude.

6. acquire skills: learn skills that are holistic, able to evangelize the poor, learn to do storytelling as a way of doing theological reflection among the poor, learn to do bible study in non-cognitive style, learn to read the bible from the bottom up, able to pray from weakness, able to hold tensions in doctrines, able to work with other faiths, simplify lifestyle and learn to give as the poor gives.

Course Context

· Forming a spiritual community with the poor

· Joining with the poor in their spiritual journey

· entering into their stories

· doing theological reflection from the bottom up

· entering into solitude together

· praying through the psalms

· forming a spirituality with strong social activism and engagement with demonic powers

· sharpening personal and group discernment and prayer

· identifying unique Filipino spirituality and unique slum spirituality

· caring and nurturing urban poor workers

· understanding and connecting the spiritual disciplines: classical and contextual urban poor and Filipino spiritualities

Rationale
This is a course on urban poor spirituality (a largely uncharted academic area). The course will emphasize looking at Scripture from the bottom up and will move through an examination of humanness (the premise that to be truly holy means being fully human - the I Thou of Martin Buber and the humanness of Abraham Heschel and of Eugene Peterson). Students will be encouraged to participate through a story-telling approach to inject their knowledge of urban poor spirituality into the course processes.

Urban poor spirituality is very different from classical Western spiritualities or even much evangelical spirituality (See Cry of the Urban Poor chs 15,16 for anthropological reasons for this). Spirituality revolves around the Holy Spirit in the community of faith (vs. the individualism and intellectualism of the leisured classes), is noisy, emotional, involves frequent power encounters and healing of devastating emotional problems often taking many years, under authoritarian leadership. Engaging these issues of urban poor spirituality and relating these cultural characteristics to ancient Western or more middle class traditions is critical. On the other hand Pentecostal slum pastors from among the poor will be expanding their understanding to see the whole field of spirituality as a critical element for long-term wholeness. Classic spiritual disciplines are critical for their survival and also critical for middle class students who are entering urban poor ministry in the class, i.e. help them to cope with the stresses of incarnational ministry (in this we draw from the emergent Protestant apostolic orders, like Servants).

The course will also evaluate existing world views and biases reflected in hermeneutics and philosophies of education abounding in Christian academic circles today. The students will be asked in what way and how is Christianity and the gospel really good news to the poor. Holiness must be sought for the sake of the poor. The Western gospel with its bias towards scientism (envy over the fame of science) is individualistic, independent, cerebral, dualistic and Cartesian, and will always analyze, dissect, dichotomize, atomize and fragmentize. Because of an emphasis on objectivity and empirically verifiable knowledge, it will reduce Jesus Christ to the smallest particle capable of examination in a microscope so that the Word turned Flesh is turned to words again, it has also turned the gospel to its irreducible minimum of just accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior when the gospel is in fact full orbed and holistic. As C. S. Lewis once wrote, the only net with a mesh fine enough to catch the fish in the Bible is love. A world view and hermeneutics bereft of this element will promote more oppression among the poor in the long run. Sustainable spirituality will aim at the holistic shalom which requires the basic ingredients of justice and intimacy (N. T. Wright, Larry Crabb), to last. Western thinking can never escape its own dualism and will be trapped forever in a downward spiral of criticizing or protesting modernism, creating a postmodernism that is the antithesis, always moving to the opposite of the pendulum and never able to take hold of the balance (Thomas Merton had to go out of America and be mentored in Japan and Thailand to escape this dualism, and the ancients always taught that spirituality is arrived at through equilibrium, not antithesis. Thus, Merton wrote: the goal of spirituality is to find the complementarity of opposites). As the students enter into the spirituality of the poor, they eventually bump into biggest aspect of this spirituality - the huge degree of contradiction the poor Christians hold in their hands – they worship a God who is mighty and nearby a bulldozer will soon destroy their homes and evict them from their place, they worship a God who is loving and here they wait painfully for their son who has been sick a week now to die because they cannot afford to buy his medicines, and they worship a God who Father but tonight they will sleep without their supper.

Christian spirituality can be taught centered around doctrine, psychological principles or the work of the Holy Spirit. Evangelical spirituality has always centered in movements of revival of the Holy Spirit against more psychological approaches derived from Catholicism or psychotherapy. There are elements of each in this course. In this course, the class will enter into different dimensions of the work of the Holy Spirit. Sensitive contrast of the diversity of doctrinal approaches to activity of the Spirit needs be done so that diverse traditions in the class are not offended.  One of the goals of this class is that each student can freely move in the power of the Spirit, hear his voice, and exercise appropriately their spiritual gifts, in ways that maintain harmony of the Spirit across the body of Christ (Viv Grigg).

	3 hours per class
	Phase
	Activity
	Outcome

	Week 1 – first day of class
	Introduction to the course

re-direction of one’s spirituality, and

learning spiritual discipline of solitude - 

preparation for silent retreat

The model of Benner shows that Jesus was all 4 – charismatic (physical signs of the Holy Spirit), theological (cerebral, theoretical), mystical (beyond the senses, discernment), and activists (social action).
	Read before coming to class, the Syllabus, and

Smith, Gordon T. The Voice of Jesus, Discernment, Prayer and the Witness of the Spirit

Lecture on Silent Retreat (see powerpoint)


	Understand course and requirements and begin the transition to embrace various spiritual streams.

Prepare for a three day two night silent retreat

	Week 2
	Sustainable spirituality –silent retreat
	Silent retreat 3 days two nights in monastery

Submit reflection on silent retreat

Submit evaluation of silent retreat
	Learn to enter into solitude – embrace the true self as a way of coming to God with the true self, see demandingness within the self



	Week 3
	Sustainable spirituality – self awareness
	Workshop on the 4 quadrants – styles of relating (Crabb)

See powerpoint.


	Following the Ignation tradition, learning begins with self awareness. The workshop will bring the students right to the heart of the inner part of their soul.

	Week 4
	Understanding the poor


	Grigg Viv. (2004). Companion to the Poor. chapter 13

Lecture on who are the poor (see powerpoint)


	Arrive at an in depth understanding of who the urban poor really are

	Starting this week (week 3)
	Students spend time in immersion in the slums 4 hours a week until the end of the semester
	Submit one page reflection of time of immersion.

Submit one week of daily devotion using the Lexio Divina begin, this week until the end of the semester
	Experience slum life, prevent this course from becoming academic and a curse (knowledge puffs up and love builds up)

	Week 5
	Why we need the poor?
	Lapierre, Dominique. (1985) The City of Joy.
	

	Week 6
	Transformative leadership -Theology of change
	Lecture on theology of change

See powerpoint

Nouwen, Henry J. M. (1981) Thomas Merton, Contemplative Critic. First half of book.
	Arrive at a more in depth understanding of how change takes place.

	Week 7
	Spirituality of the poor 


	Gutierrez, Gustavo. (1984). We Drink from our Own Wells: The Spiritual Journey of a People. 

Romero, Oscar.  (1998). The Violence of Love, or better, watch the movie of his life.

	Discussion on spirituality of the poor – why do we need the poor, does God have a preference for the poor, how can we have solidarity with the poor?

Clarify each one’s view of the poor as a Christian brother/sister

	Week 8
	A Filipino spirituality?
	Capaque, George. (2005) PAGBUBUKAS-LOOB: A PROPOSED FILIPINO THEOLOGY OF EVANGELICAL CHRISTIAN SPIRITUAL FORMATION. Chapter 5.
	Class discussion on Pilipino spirituality based on Capaque’s writing – to arrive at one’s own approach to spirituality useful in working among the poor.

	Week 9
	Spiritual disciplines
	Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection. (1977). The practice of the presence of God.

Foster, R. J.  (1998).  Streams of living water:  Celebrating the great traditions of the Christian faith, which discusses the historical development of each of these different streams of spirituality.
	Become familiar with different forms of spiritual disciplines

	Week 10
	Spiritual formation, helping others see Christ
	Benner, David G. (2002). Sacred Companions. The Gift of Spiritual Friendship & Direction. Chapter 6
	Learn skills on spiritual direction, discernment and prayer

	Week 11
	
	Lecture on chaos and servanthoood

See powerpoint
	

	Week 12
	
	Discussion on The Healing at the Pool of Bethesda

See hand out


	Summarize lesson of past week

Get perspective on mysticism from this hand out

	Week 13
	
	Lecture Is the Gospel Good news to the poor

See hand out


	Learn to formulate one’s own gospel which is good news to the poor

	Week 14
	Acquire skills for working among the poor

Doing advocacy as peacemakers
	Nouwen, Henry J. M. (March 2002) The Road to Peace: Writings on Peace and Justice. 

Wright, N. T. (2006) Evil and the Justice of God.
	Learning advocacy skills for the poor

	Week 15
	
	Chawla, Navin. (1998) Mother Teresa.


	Learn about ministries to the poor, example Mother Teresa

Others like Servants

	Week 16
	Ministry skills and integrating marriage with ministry
	Couple’s fellowship

Workshop on marriage

Bring your spouses
	Engage spouses in one’s spirituality, examine ways to become more united in the spirit in ministering to the poor

	Week 17
	Submission of Integration paper (why we need the poor?)
	Lecture on being human

Summarize semester lessons
	Relate spirituality with humanness




· A sustainable spirituality: Work in the slums is so demanding and exhausting, burn out is very common. There is something wrong with the traditional approach that is so goal- or problem-solving oriented. A balance needs to be achieved between the Western Cartesian approach and the paradoxical and holistic style of the Orient. Sustainability is discussed from both its historical and biblical roots. How life in the slums affects family and career is also discussed. Both protestant and catholic spirituality will be examined as well as ecumenism: Pentecostalism emphasis on power and miracles and demons, contemplative emphasis on discernment and journey as well as sacraments and liturgy, evangelicalism emphasis on conversion and forming a piety for the sake of the poor. 

· A meaningful journey with the poor: To have a meaningful journey with the urban poor, the student needs to understand who the poor are, what is their unique Filipino spirituality, how God sees them, how God is the God of the migrants, understand the culture of oppression and exile, see the bible from the bottom up (like the widow’s mite), able to see Christ among the sick and the dying, and ultimately understand why we need the poor (not the poor needing us) or that the church can become authentic only if she has the rich and the poor inside of her and that true spirituality must affect the poor.

· Acquire skills for working among the poor:  able to learn from the poor, pray with humility, journey into obscurity (become ordinary as they are to attain solidarity with them) and praying through and with the Psalms, think holistically and grapple with tension and contradictions
 that abound among the poor, cooperate with the work of the Holy Spirit in the great movement worldwide among the poor, learn solitude and silence, self awareness and grief, and learn to see slums as the desert of the monastics, examine the character and theology underlying an advocate for the poor and a peacemaker, able to promote Kingdom life and shalom and overall learn to proclaim the gospel to the poor, a gospel that is good news to the poor.

· Practicum: In the practical phase of the course above, students are invited, through spiritual direction, personal journaling and group interaction in a one time three day silent retreat: 

D.
Student Outcomes

1. able to develop a spirituality that can survive working amidst the harsh realities of slum life

2. able to form community and journey with the poor in their spirituality

3. able to formulate a gospel that speaks meaningfully to the poor, that is good news for the poor and that connects with the rest of the church at large

4. able to enter into, identity and understand the unique culture and spirituality of the poor

Deliverables:

Class work: the entire class will attend a silent retreat for 3 days and 2 nights, to learn how to enter solitude. Each student will pay P1,800 pesos each plus fare.

Group work: A 100 page written manual on immersion: intended to guide newcomers who want to work in the slums, with the following features: how to enter the slums, how to journey with the urban poor, introduces who the poor are and describes also their spirituality, why we need the them more than they need us, how to minister to the poor in ways that are sustainable because it is contextualized, founded on a clear theology of how change takes place.

Individual work: classroom recitation and attendance, quizzes, 3 book reviews, 10 days of journal of their immersion in the slums.

E.
Course Materials

Filipino Spirituality

Beltran, Benigno P., S.V.D. The Christology of the Inarticulate: An inquiry into the Filipino Understanding of Jesus the Christ. Manila: Divine Word Publications. (1987) 306 pages. 
Capaque, George. “Pagbubukas-loob: A Proposed Filipino Theology of Evangelical Christian Spiritual Formation.” Ateneo de Manila University. (2005) 192 pages.

Spiritual direction and Counseling

Alcoholic Anonymous. Paths to Recovery. Al-Anon’s Steps, Traditions and Concepts. Al-Anon Family Group Headquarters, Inc. 1600 Corporate Landing Parkway, Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5617 USA. (1997) 354 pages. (from an evidence based perspective, Alcoholic Anonymous is the most effective psycho spiritual intervention for substance abuse)

Benner, David G. Sacred Companions. The Gift of Spiritual Friendship & Direction. InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL, USA. (2002) 240 Pages.

Crabb, Lawrence J., Jr. Understanding People. Deep Longings for Relationship. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, MI 49530 USA. (1987)  224 pages. (provides biblical parameters for psycho spiritual change)

Cloud, Dr. Henry and Townshend, Dr. John. How People Grow, What the Bible Reveals about Personal Growth. Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, USA. (2001) 367 pages.

Green, Thomas H. Opening to God. (Ave Maria Press Inc. Notre Dame, Indiana 46556). Published in the Philippines by St. Pauls, 7708 St. Paul Road, San Antonio Village, 1203 Makati City, Philippines. (1977) 112 pages. (a beginner’s book for prayer and discernment)

____ , The Friend of the Bridegroom. (Ave Maria Press Inc. Notre Dame, Indiana 46556). Published in the Philippines by St. Pauls, 7708 St. Paul Road, San Antonio Village, 1203 Makati City, Philippines. (2000) 132 pages. (a beginner’s book for spiritual direction)

_____, When The Wells Run Dry. Prayer Beyond the Beginnings. Revised Edition. (Ave Maria Press Inc. Notre Dame, Indiana 46556). Published in the Philippines by St. Pauls, 7708 St. Paul Road, San Antonio Village, 1203 Makati City, Philippines. (1998) 188 pages. (spirituality for elderly and those going through mid-life)

Guenther, Margaret. Holy Listening: The Art of Spiritual Direction. Cowley Publications, Boston, MA, United States, A publishing ministry of the Society of St. John the Evangelist, an Anglican religious order in the Episcopal Church. Now part of Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group. (1992) 146 pages. 

Mitchell, Kenneth R. and Anderson, Herbert. All Our Losses, All Our Griefs. Resources for Pastoral Care. Published by The Westminster Press. Philadelphia, PA, USA. (1983) 180 pages. (a most comprehensive discussion on grief)

Peck, M. Scott. The Road Less Traveled. Touchstone, Rockefeller Center, 1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10020 USA.  (1978) 315 pages.

Rosemond, John. Family Building. The 5 Fundamentals of Effective Parenting. Andrews McMeel Publishing, 4520 Main Street, Kansas City, MO 64111 USA. (2005) 179 pages. (a traditional approach to parenting)

Vella, Jane. Taking Learning to Task. Creative Strategies for Teaching Adults. Jossey-Bass Inc., (A Wiley Company, San Francisco), 350 Sansome Street, San Francisco, CA  94104 USA. (2000) 151 pages. (effective teaching method for non-formal education)

Piety and spiritual formation
Aronis, Alex B. Developing Intimacy with God. An Eight-Week Prayer Guide Based on “The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius”. Published by the Union Church of Manila, Philippines Foundation Inc. Legaspi and Rodriguez Streets, Legaspi Village, Makati City, Philippines. Union Church of Manila, P.O. Box 1386, Makati Central Post Office 1253, Makati City, Philippines. (2001) 228 pages

Bessenecker, Scott. The New Friars: The Emerging Movement Serving the World's Poor. Downers Grove, IL: IVP. (2006) 199 Pages.

Bonaventure. The Soul's Journey into God, The Tree of Life, The Life of Saint Francis (Ewert Cousins, Trans.). New York: Paulist Press. (1978) 384 pages.

Carretto, Carlo. Letters from the Desert. Translated from Italian by Rose Mary Hancock. Orbis Books. Maryknoll, NY 10545 USA. (1972) 132 pages. (a monastic view of life)

Fry, Timothy. Editor. The Rule of St. Benedict in English. The Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN 6321 USA. (1982) 96 pages.

Kempis, Thomas a. Of The Imitation of Christ Selections. Commission Press, Inc. P.O. Box 669146, Charlotte, N.C. 28266, USA. 63 pages.

Lovelace, Richard. Dynamics of the Spiritual Life: An Evangelical Theology of Renewal. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, USA. (1979). 455 pages.

Moltmann, Jürgen. The Source of Life: Holy Spirit and the Theology of Life (Margaret Kohl, Trans.). London: SCM, UK. (1997). 160 pages.

Mulholland, M. Robert, Jr. Shaped by the Word: The Power of Scripture in Spiritual Formation. Upper Room Books. (2001). 176 pages.

Peterson, Eugene H. The Contemplative Pastor: Returning to the Art of Spiritual Direction. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 255 Jefferson Ave., S. E. Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 USA. (1993). 171 pages.

Sabatier, Paul & Sweney, Jon M. The Road to Assisi: The Essential Biography of St Francis. Paraclete Press, MA, USA. (2003) (1894) 272 pages.

Sider, Ron. Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger: Moving from Affluence to Generosity. Word Publishing. (1997) 360 pages.

Snyder, Howard. Signs of the Spirit: How God Reshapes the Church. Wipf and Stock Publishers, 199 West 8th Avenue, Suite 3, Eugene, OR 97401-2960 USA. (1989/1997). 340 pages.

Underhill, Evelyn. Concerning the Inner Life. With an Introduction by Charles Lewis Slattery. NY. E.P. Dutton & Co., Inc. USA. (1926) 122 pages.

Wagner, C. Peter. Warfare Prayer: How to Seek God’s Power and Protection in the Battle to Build His Kingdom (Prayer Warrior). Ventura: Regal Books. 1957 Eastman Ave., Ventura, CA 93003 1-800-4-GOSPEL. (1992). 204 pages.

Spiritual Disciplines

Blackaby, Henry and Richard. Hearing God’s Voice. Published by Broadman & Holman Publishers, Nashville, TN, USA. (2002) 274 pages.

Bonhoeffer, DietrichThe Cost of Discipleship. Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., 866 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022, USA. . (1937) 352 pages.

Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection. The Practice of the Presence of God. Garden City: Image Books, Catholic Books— a Doubleday unit as part of Doubleday Religious Publishing. (1977). 112 pages.

Foster, Richard J. Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth (25th anniversary ed.). HarperSanFrancisco. (1998). 248 pages.

_____. Prayer. Finding the Heart’s True Home. Hodder and Stoughton Ltd., A Division of Hodder Headline PLC 338 Euston Road, London, MW1 3BH UK. ( 1992) 303 pages.

Kavanaugh, Kieran, editor. John of the Cross. Selected Writings. The Classics of Western Spirituality. A Library of the Great Spiritual Masters. Published by Paulist Press, 997 Macarthur Boulevard, Mahwah, NJ 07430 USA. (1987) 326 pages.

Kelly, Thomas R. A Testament of Devotion. HarperSanFrancisco. (1996). 144 pages. (similar to the Practice of the Presence of God)

Moore, Donald. The Human and the Holy: The Spirituality of Abraham Joshua Heschel. Published by Fordham Univ Press, USA. (1989). 215 pages (spirituality happens only when we become truly human)

Peterson, Eugene H. Leap Over A Wall. Earthly Spirituality for Everyday Christians. Harper Collins Publishers Inc. 10 East 53rd  Street, New York, NY 10022 USA. 1997. 238 pages. ( study of the life of David)

Smith, Gordon T. The Voice of Jesus, Discernment, Prayer and the Witness of the Spirit, InterVarsity Press, IL, USA. (2003) 266 pages. (a beginner’s book for protestant entering into contemplative disciplines)

St. Ignatius of Loyola. Spiritual Exercises. Tan Books & Publishers ______________. (1999). 208 pages.

Willard, D. Renovation of the Heart. Colorado Springs: Navpress. 7899 Lexington Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80920-4228 USA. (2002). 272 pages.

______, Spirit of the Disciplines. Understanding How God Changes Lives. HarperSanFrancisco. A Division of HarperCollinsPublishers, 10 East 53rd Street, New York, NY 10022 USA. (1988) 276 pages.

Leadership and Social transformation

Chawla, Navin. Mother Teresa, Penguin Books India Pvt Ltd. 11, Community Centre, Panchsheel Park, New Delhi 110017, India. (1998). 280 pages.

Colson, Charles and Pearcey, Nancy. How Now Shall We Live? Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. Wheaton, IL. (1999)  574 pages.

Connaughton, Richard. MacArthur and Defeat in the Philippines. The Overlook Press, Peter Mayer Publishers, Inc. Woodstock & New York. (2001). 394 pages

Davey, Cyril. Saint in the Slums: Kagawa of Japan. Jersey City: Parkwest Publications. (2000). 96 pages.

Gruchy, John W. de. Edited by. The Cambridge Companion to Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Cambridge University Press, The Edinburgh Bldg., Cambridge CB2 2RU, UK. (1999) 281 pages.

Gutierrez, Gustavo. We Drink from our Own Wells: The Spiritual Journey of a People. New York: Orbis Books; London: SCM Press. (1984). 181 pages.

Hanks, Thomas. God So Loved the Third World: The Biblical Vocabulary of Oppression. Maryknoll: Orbis Books.  (1983). 152 pages.

Jack, Homer A., Editor. The Gandhi Reader: A Sourcebook of His Life and Writings.  Publisher: Grove/Atlantic, Inc. (1994). 312 pages. 

Mandela, Nelson. Long walk to Freedom. The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela. Abacus Book Little, Brown Book Group, 100 Victoria Embankment, LONDON
EC4Y 0DY, United Kingdom. (1994) 768 pages.

Moffit, Bob, with Karla Tesch. If Jesus Were Mayor. Harvest, Phoenix, USA. (2004)  422 pages. (a book persuading churches to engage in social action)

Myers, Bryant L. Walking with the Poor. Principles and Practices of Transformational Development. Orbis Books, Maryknoll, NY 10545 USA. (1999). 279 pages.

Nouwen, Henry J. M. Thomas Merton, Contemplative Critic. Harper & Row, Publishers, San Francisco, USA. (1981). 158 pages.

Nouwen, Henry J. M. The Road to Peace: Writings on Peace and Justice. Orbis Books. (2002) 256 pages

Skillen, James W. Abraham Kuyper. The Problem of Poverty. A classic Statement by one of Modern Christianity’s Greatest Political Reformers. Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, MI 49516 USA. (1991).  94 pages.

Stott, John. Issues Facing Christians Today. A Major Appraisal of Contemporary Social and Moral Questions. Marshalls Paperbacks, Marshall Morgan & Scott, 3 Beggarwood Lane, Basingstoke, Hants, RG23 7LP, UK. (1984) 340 pages. (first major writing on how the evangelicals can recover their rich heritage in social action)

Tamez, Elsa. Bible of the Oppressed. Maryknoll: Orbis Books. (1982). 88 pages.

Taylor Branch. Parting the Waters. America in the King years 1954 to 1963. Pultizer Prize winner for history. Simon and Schuster Paperbacks. NY. (1988). 1064 pages. (first of three parts of the biography of Martin Luther King, Jr.)

Urban poor

Grigg Viv. Companion to the Poor. Monrovia, CA: Authentic Media (revised and updated). (2004). 205 pages.

Grigg, Viv. Cry of the Urban Poor. Published by MARC, a division of World Vision International, 800 West Chestnut Avenue, Monrovia, CA  91016-3198, USA. (1992).  295 pages.

---.  The Lifestyle and Values of Servants. Auckland: Urban Leadership Foundation. (1985).

​​​. The Nature of Revival. In The Holy Spirit and the Postmodern City: Transformative Revival Among Auckland's Evangelicals and Pentecostals. Unpublished PhD (Theology), University of Auckland, Auckland. (2005). 

Lapierre, Dominique. The City of Joy. Arrow Books, Ltd., 62 – 65 Chandos Place, London, WC2N 4NW. (1985) 514 pages. (a fictional story of the life of a priest living in the slums of Calcutta at the time when Mother Teresa was just starting her work among the poor, a most compelling book about why we need the poor)

Theology

Glasser, Arthur, Charles van Engen & Gilliland, Dean. Announcing the Kingdom. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic. (2005 version). 400 pages.

Ladd, George Eldon. The Presence of the Future. The Eschatology of Biblical Realism. William B. Eerdsmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids. (1974) 370 pages.

Mott, StephenBiblical Ethics and Social Change. New York/Oxford, Oxford University Press. . (1982) 254 pages.

Stott, John R. W. The Cross of Christ. InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, IL 60515, USA. (1986) 383 pages. (a most comprehensive study about the Christian cross)

Timothy P. Jones. Praying like the Jew, Jesus. Recovering the Ancient Roots of New Testament Prayer. Lederer Books, a division of Messianic Jewish Publishers, P.O. Box 615, Clarksville, MD 21029. (2005). 133 pages.

Wright, N. T. Evil and the Justice of God. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press,. ISBN 0830833986. (2006) 176 pages. 

Wright, N. T. Following Jesus. Biblical Reflections on Discipleship. William Eerdsmans Publishing Company, 255 Jefferson Ave., S. E. Grand Rapids, MI 49503 USA. (1994) 115 pages. (compilation of sermons by Wright)

Church

Booth, William. In Darkest England and the Way Out. London: Salvation Army. (1890). 296 pages.

Collins, Jim. Good to Great. Why Some Companies Make the Leap and Others Don’t. HarperBusiness. An Imprint of HarperCollins Publishers Inc. 10 East 53rd Street, New York, NY 10022 USA.  (2001) 300 pages.

Driver, John. Images of the Church in Mission. Herald Press. (1997) 240 pages. (a most comprehensive discussion on the centrality of the church in biblical redemption history)

Garrison, David. Church Planting Movements: How God is Redeeming a Lost World. Wigtake Resources. (2003) 362 pages.

Gibbs, Eddie and Bolger, Ryan K. Emerging Churches: Creating Christian Community in Postmodern Cultures. Baker Academic. (2005). 352 pages. 

Hattaway, Paul. Back to Jerusalem, Gabriel Resources. (2003) 150 pages.

Jenkins, Philip. The Next Christendom (The Coming of Global Christianity).   Oxford University Press, USA. (2002) 288 pages.

Stott, John. The Living Church: The Convictions of a Lifelong Pastor. IVP Books. (2007) 180 pages.

Levitt, Steven D. and Dubner, Stephen J. Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything. HarperCollinsPublishers, 10 East 53rd Street, New York, NY 10022 USA. (2005) 242 pages. (a beginner’s introduction to statistics)

Kimball, Dan. The Emerging Church: Vintage Christianity for New Generations. Zondervan/Youth Specialties. (2003) 272 pages.

Maxwell, John C. TEAM (2 books in 1 volume, containing The 17 Indisputable Laws of Teamwork and Winning with People). Published in Nashville, TN, by Thomas Nelson, Inc. (2001,2004). 552 pages.

Nassim Nicholas Taleb. The Black Swan.  The impact of the highly improbable. Random House International edition. NY. (2008) 366 pages. (a discussion on the limits of statistics and forecasting models)

Peace, Richard. Conversion in the New Testament, Paul and the Twelve. William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, MI. (1999) 397 pages. (a study of the book of Mark, and how people get converted)

Sobrino, Jon. The True Church and the Poor. Maryknoll: Orbis. (1984).384 pages.

Warren, Rick. The Purpose Driven Life. Published by OMF Literature Inc. 776 Boni Avenue, Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila. (2002) 334 pages.

White, David A. Your Church Can Multiply. Ten Proven Steps for Planting Healthy Churches. Philippine Challenge, Inc. Published by OMF Literature, Inc. 776 Boni Avenue, Mandaluyong City, Metro Manila, Philippines. (2000). 370 pages.

________. Bayanihan Church Planting: Greater Success Through Coaching Networks. Philippine Challenge, Inc. Published in the Philippines by Philippine Challenge, Inc. 41 Cordillera Street, Mandaluyong City, Philippines. (2000) 222 pages.

Laws

Balbin, Remedios Catungal (annotated compilation by). The Law on Squatting and Demolition (Revised Edition) Foundation For Social Justice, Quezon City, Philippines. (1996). 153 pages.

Republic Act 7279 (law on community mortgage program)

Republic Act 9052 (law on cheaper medicines)

Republic Act 6675(Generics medicines law and botika sa barangay)

Republic Act 6977 as amended by RA 8289 (Magna Carta for Small Enterprises)

Republic Act 7882 ( An Act Providing Assistance to Women)

Learning & Assessment Activities

1. Classroom Teaching on Underlying Theoretical Considerations in Spirituality
Spirituality is based on understanding critical paradigms from both scriptures and the literature of spiritual experience.

2. Reflective Reading

The readings assigned each day or week are to be completed and carefully reflected upon before gathering. They analyze a range of spirituality perspectives which we will discuss during our class sessions. Typically only one or two articles or book chapters will be assigned each week. Nevertheless, they are very important!  The concepts presented through the readings will correlate with the week’s topical presentation/discussion, providing us a theoretical “frame” for analyzing spiritualities.

3. Spiritual Journalling: daily writing on reflections about one’s journey with the poor and one’s personal spiritual devotions

4. Guided Retreats

Guided, 3 day two night retreats may include group worship, personal counseling, private prayer, issue discussions, and academic reading and writing. Students may also form smaller reflection groups (no more than eight peers) to help them reflect on how their personal and communal spiritual experience might find expression in loving action within urban poor communities.

5. Analysis of Filipino and Slum Spiritualities

Based on the classroom analysis students will keep a notebook of daily/weekly observations of the nature of spirituality in the slums and in Filipino society.  These reflections will be integrated by the class into a paper or papers on the nature of Filipino slum spirituality.

6. Small Group Growth in Exercising the Ministry of the Holy Spirit

This class is structured to be a secure environment where students can grow in discernment and experience of the work of the Holy Spirit, and their exercise of gifts of the Holy Spirit based on Biblical understandings.  The class will take extensive time seeking the presence of God in prayer and worship.

7. Spiritual Direction and  Examination: One on one time with the professor on one’s inner spirituality, at least 3 meetings. A premise for learning is self awareness. The student will avoid just accumulating information to gain more control of his spiritual life. The course material must affect him and not just become additional armament in his arsenal.

Expectations & Grading


The Meaning of the Grading System

	A. Outstanding performance: virtually perfect attendance; always prepared for class with all assignments completed; shows intrinsic interest in the class and subject, asks penetrating questions or offers thoughtful reflections in class; demonstrates exceptional intelligence and insight with unusual creativity; earns high scores on course assignments—usually the highest in the class. 



	B. Above average student in terms of attendance, preparation, attitude, initiative in asking questions, time management, and assignment quality.



	C. Average or typical student in terms of attendance, preparation, attitude, initiative in asking questions, time management, and assignment quality.



	D. Below average or atypical student in terms of attendance, preparation, attitude, initiative in asking questions, time management, and assignment quality — minimally passing in performance.



	F. Repeat course.  Inadequate/insufficient performance.





Assignments and Weighting

	Assignment
	Points Possible
	Points Earned

	Silent retreat 3 days
	20
	

	Course Readings and Reflections
	25
	

	Journaling and Weekly Examen Exercises
	15
	

	Class discussion, quizzes, attendance
	20
	

	Group paper on guide to immersion in the slums
	20
	

	Total:
	100
	


ATS Grading System

Grades are standardized and recorded using the following scale:

	1.0
1.25
1.5
1.75
2.0
2.25
2.5
3.0 
	A
A-
B+
B
B-
C
C-
F 
	Outstanding Performance

Superior Performance

Satisfactory Performance

Minimum Acceptable Performance
Unsatisfactory Performance 
	97-100
93-96
89-92
85-88
80-84
75-79
70-74
Below 70 
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� “To appreciate how Parker Palmer approaches learning it is necessary to return to one of his early concerns - paradox (Palmer 1980).  He argues that disconnection in teaching and learning is not only brought about by fear but by a western tendency to think in polarities. This tendency 'elevates disconnection into an intellectual virtue' (Palmer 1998: 61). As a way into appreciating the idea he has used the work of Niels Bohr the Nobel Prize-winning physicist. Bohr once said that the 'opposite of a true statement is a false statement, but the opposite of a profound truth can be another profound truth'. In certain circumstances, Parker Palmer has argued, 'truth is found not be splitting the world into either-ors but by embracing it as both-and. In certain circumstances, truth is a paradoxical joining of apparent opposites, and if we want to know the truth, we must learn to embrace those opposites as one' (Palmer 1998: 63). This concern with paradox appears to take Parker Palmer close to the approach of John Dewey and others, who argue that learning inevitably concerned with the exploration of differentiation within wholes.” http://www_infed.org/thinkers/palmer.htm.
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