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Course Description
This is a practical course on church planting. It is unique in that it looks at urban poor church planting as a movement. The course will study different models of church planting in the urban poor setting. It will also examine several elements of a movement such as incarnational approach, mobilizing the poor, holistic programs, signs and wonders, persecution and suffering, sustainability, and journeying as a community among the poor. 
Course Objectives  
The students will learn 
I. The urban poor: how to understand the slum community, especially what God is doing among the poor, why reach out to the urban poor, and how to analyze and enter an urban poor community. The student will examine such issues as globalization, urbanization and marginalization, and their implications on churchplanting and the theology of the poor. It is expected that students will be immersing themselves in a slum community for the duration of the course.  They will submit a survey and profile of the community which is a group work, worth 20% weight. Topic runs for 3 weeks (3 hours each week).
II. Urban poor church planting: how to plant a church in the slums. The students will examine different models of urban poor church planting highlighting the practical steps and key elements in church planting. The final output is that in groups, the students will produce a detailed and in depth manual on churchplanting, with one part of the manual having been actually implemented by the students. The manual should reflect the student’s critical analysis of the different models and the discussions on the theology of the church, the kingdom and the poor, worth 25% weight. Topic runs for 4 weeks (3 hours each week).
III. Urban poor church planting as a movement: to identify and critically examine the elements of an urban poor churchplanting movement, and design practical methods to align their churchplanting ministries to the movement of the Holy Spirit. 
The key elements of a movement to be examined, viz. sustainability, incarnational living, holism, mobilization of the urban poor workers, journeying with the poor as a community, signs and wonders, persecution and suffering. The student will submit a daily journal of his journey of at least ten days duration in the slum with the poor community, showing his discernment of the movement of the Holy Spirit among the poor and how he is able to learn from the poor, and why he needs the poor, worth 20% weight. Topic runs for 4 weeks (3 hours each week).
IV. Mobilizing the urban poor workers: how to mobilize the urban poor workers: identifying the worker, providing appropriate training, linking the worker with resources for sustainability, placing the worker in a team, forming a team, developing team work, and sending the team to a slum community to do churchplanting as a movement. The student should submit a 3 page summary or digest of a training course for urban poor workers, especially on how he/she will coach or mentor a team of urban poor workers in the hope of contributing to the movement of urban poor churchplanting of the Holy Spirit, worth 20% weight. Topic runs for 4 weeks (3 hours each week).
Schedule
	Theme
	Topics
	References and papers and exams
	Date: Start November 2007 for 17 weeks total

	I. Who are the poor?


	A theology of the poor.

· who are the poor.

· why are they poor.

· why reach out to the poor.

· what is God doing among the poor.

· how do you help the poor.

how do you enter a slum community.
· how do you survey and profile a slum community.
· Choosing a slum

Causes of Poverty

· trends like globalization, urbanization and marginalization affecting the poor.
· Corruption, election and conversion, the fallacies.
· Global warming.WTO and unfair trade, coffee and sweat shops and ecology.
· Land rights.
Biblical Perspectives on Poverty

· Equality by Paul.

· Jubilee.

· Was Jesus a dangerous subversive?
	Viv Grigg, Cry of the Poor.
Viv Grigg, Companion to the Poor.

	First to 3rd week

Second week: Submit book review of any one of the books by Grigg.

3rd week: Submit survey and profile. Also submit first draft of churchplanting manual (group work)



	Churchplanting


	· Images of the church in the bible.

· The church and the Kingdom.

· solidarity of the church with the poor.

· what should a slum church look like.

· why plant a church.

· Church is not evangelism nor discipleship.

Essential steps in planting a slum church

· Starting small groups.

· Stages of church planting.

· maturity and perfection in the church.

· Pentecostal, spiritual gifts and the body principle

· How to teach the urban poor (hermeneutics from the bottom up).
The Style of Church

· Mega church versus urban poor church.

· Music and the indigenous soul.

· Topics for bible studies.

· Revival and saturation.

· Elements of the church: worship, communion, preaching, benevolence.

· connecting with other churches, the catholic church, the rich.

· Mega church and events management.

· sacramental, preaching, and sojourning churches

· definition of success
	Images of the Church in Mission, John Driver.
Nine Principles of Kingdom Economics 

Snyder, H. (1985). The Age of Jubilee. A Kingdom Manifesto: 68-76.

Stephen Mott, Biblical Ethics and Social Change.
	4rth to 7th  week
4rth week: submit book review of City of Joy.

5th week: start writing journal.

6th week: submit second draft of churchplanting manual.


	Movement


	Sustainability.

· Incarnational approach.

· Holism.

· Mobilizing the urban poor workers.

· Journeying with the poor as a community.

· Theological reflection and story telling.

· Signs and wonders.

· Sufferings and persecutions.

· Evangelism versus social action.
Types of Urban Poor Movements
· Evangelizing through a loving community by Dr. R. Peace.

· power encounters.

· Theology of Mother Teresa, Francis of Assisi, William Booth.

· Mass movements by Gandhi and Mandela.

· Marginalized churches in Paris, Pretoria.

· House churches in China.

· Pentecostal movement in South America
	Garrison, Churchplanting as a movement.
Back to Jerusalem, Hattaway.
	8th to 11th week

8th week: submit book review of Images of church in Mission.

9th week: Submit third draft of manual

	Mobilizing the urban poor workers


	· Identifying workers.

· Training workers

· Resources for the workers

· Team building

· Sending the team

· Coaching the team

· Releasing the church planters to do more. 

· Strategic planning and job descriptions,
	John Maxwell.  Teamwork.

	12th to 15th week
12th week: submit book review of Garrison.

13th week: submit journal.
14th week submit summary or digest of training manual.

	Week 16th, Reading Week

	Week 17th, Final Exam, integration, submission of all papers, evaluation, and prayer


Assessment Schedule

	Learning Outcome
	Basis of Evaluation
	Date Due
	Possible Mark
	% of Grade

	I. The urban poor: how to understand the slum community, 
Submit a survey and profile of the community which is a group work,

	Survey

Profile

Group Dynanics

Presentation


	
	10

10

10

10
	20%

	II. Urban poor church planting: how to plant a church in the slums. in groups, the students will produce a detailed and in depth manual on churchplanting, with one part of the manual having been actually implemented by the students. 
	Shows critical analysis of different models 
Shows critical analysis of the discussions on the theology of the church, the kingdom and the poor
Implementation

Formatting
	
	10

10

15

5
	25%

	III. Urban poor church planting as a movement: a daily journal of his journey of at least ten days duration in the slum with the poor community,

	· identify and critically examine the elements of an urban poor churchplanting movement 
· design practical methods to align their churchplanting ministries to the movement of the Holy Spirit.
· key elements of a movement to be examined, 
· . sustainability

·  incarnational living

· holism

·  mobilization of the urban poor workers

·  journeying with the poor as a community

·  signs and wonders

·  persecution and suffering.

· showing his discernment of the movement of the Holy Spirit among the poor 
· and how he/she is able to learn from the poor, 
· and why he/she needs the poor
	
	10

10

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

3

3

3
	20%

	IV. Mobilizing the urban poor workers: how to mobilize the urban poor workers: The student should submit a 3 page summary or digest of a training course for urban poor workers, especially on how he/she will coach or mentor a team of urban poor workers in the hope of contributing to the movement of urban poor churchplanting of the Holy Spirit,
	· identifying 3-12 workers you will train in next six months

· providing appropriate training.

· linking the worker with resources for sustainability

· placing the worker in a team.

· forming a team

· developing team work and sending the team to a slum community to do churchplanting as a movement.
	
	5

5

5

5

5

5


	20%

	book reviews 

Five Book Reviews: Failure to submit one book review will mean student will be required to take the final examination, open book on all five books (Grigg, Grigg, Driver, Garrison, and Lapierre). 
	The book review should be a critical analysis of the book containing the following: 
· what is the main thesis of the book, 
· what is its main strength and weakness

· how the book helps you formulate a better theological understanding of urban poor churchplanting as a movement
· Excellent Formatting
	
	For each review

2

5

5

3
	15%
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