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Course Description
This course structures a dialogue between two processes, urban theologising and social analysis (urban studies in economics, developmental studies, anthropology, sociology, history) in a mutually enriching interaction that generates perspectives and analytic methods for transformative urban mission (including urban research methods if not covered elsewhere).

Expanded Course Description

This course introduces the students to study processes that will enable them to better understand urban reality and its relation to their faith. It will focus on generating social and theological insights from field experience guided by tools for social analysis, cultural analysis, and resources of bible and theology. On the whole, the course seeks to put in motion a continuing dialogue between two processes, theology and urban understanding, in a mutually enriching interaction that serves a transformative urban missions. 

The integration of disciplined social observation and the prophetic vision is at least as old as Amos and the 8th century Prophets.  Theological wisdom does not usually come in a vacuum but in the fray.  The prophetic sensibilities emerge from the tension generated by the encounter between a vision of the just God and the experience of failed justice around us.  May we undergo this process as we collectively seek wisdom to live as disciples of Christ in our city. 

The course will seek to generate social and theological insight out of the students’ readings, field insights and experiences. The outputs of the inductive process will be strengthened by synthesizing  inputs and readings. 
The course will demonstrate a reflective, inductive and participatory learning  approach

Specifically, the course methodology will consist of:

· Classroom discussions which include action reflection from field experiences and secondary research and deepening through inputs and literature on the field

· Guided field work which includes journaling and documentation

· A case study that will demonstrate the micro level of the urban poor realities being discussed 

· Dialogues with practitioners/knowledgeable persons (faith and non-faith based).
Course Outcomes
At the end of the course, students would have:

Cognitive

· articulated a vision of urban transformative development that integrates social and  biblical  perspectives

Affective

· articulated the implications of the course experience to his/her spirituality and life commitments.
Skills
· demonstrated sound application of certain social analytical tools (information gathering, community entrance,…) and biblical study tools (which? ) for understanding urban reality 

Course Calendar

	CLASSROOM SESSION/S (3 HR/

SESSION)
	TOPIC/THEME 
	FIELDWORK
	READINGS

	1st -2nd 
	History of  urban communities/urban poverty in the Philippines


	Case study of the origin and growth of a particular urban poor community system
	

	3rd -4th
	Tools for analyzing causes and elements of urban poverty- political economy, gender, class, cultural analysis.

Theological methods  (Which?)
 
	Visit site and develop case study of a particular  community. 


	

	 5th -8th
	Applying tools of analysis to themes related to urban poverty.(Possible themes to select from):

· hope and healing 

· prostitution 

· HIV /AIDS

· domestic violence, abortion, homosexual relations

· health and education

· land security

· labor right

· rural poverty and migration

· urban poor spirituality

· hermeneutical issues – worldview and meaning –giving system of urban poor communities 

· macro issues  (national and global) 
· 
	
	

	9th -10th 
	Generating sociological  and theological insights on urban reality and spirituality {How?

	
	

	11th -12th

	
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Migration

Urbanisation

Ethicity

Global City

Social Capital

Religion in the City

Remittances

De Soto on the Informal Economy
Max Weber on the City

History of the City
Soja

Tribalisation

The Dual City

The Formal/Informal Culture
Theological Insights.

Implications to transformative mission work.


	
	

	13th
	Issues related to Church/Christian community’s participation in social transformation work


	
	

	14th-15th
	Integration:

· Concluding insights on transformative approach to urban ministry within the context of national transformation

· Envisioning a  socio-economic political order  that promotes or approximates productivity, equity, sustainability, peace and reconciliation, human security from a biblical and human perspective
	
	

	16th 
	Reading Week


	
	

	17th 
	Final exam
	
	


Learning Outcomes 

· Analysis urban poor related issues and which demonstrates application of tools of analysis and biblical/theological reflection and general recommendations  on how to address said issues  in a more transformative manner.

· Articulated social and theological insights on transformative urban development work based from their experience aided by tools of analysis, biblical tools,  concepts of transformative development (generated from them and inputted to them. 

· Articulated vision of transformed social reality that embodies the Kingdom values/ principles and proposed strategies with which to attain it.  Such includes the role of the Christian community in building said social reality 

· Articulated the implications of transformative development work to missions and spirituality 

· Articulated or demonstrated participatory/reflective learning processes

Learning & Assessment Activities

· substantial class participation

· 40 hours field work accompanied by journaling (this can be waived depending on the students’ previous or current experience. Waiver does not apply to specific field work visits e.g. exposure and dialogues prescribed by the instructor ) 

· case study from field work that demonstrates application of analytical tools (those who were allowed waiver of field work will use the previous field experience)

· written reflections

· final paper that demonstrates theorizing/theologizing skills
Neeed to add in the activities and how they will be integrated to the contenthow the readings support this, b,  and how they will be evaluated.
Expectations & Grading (to be finalized)
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