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COURSE CONCEPT : TUL630 - THEORY/LOGY AND  PRACTICE OF COMMUNITY TRANSFORMATION (APPLIED IN THE PHILIPPINES) 
Proposed by f.p. manalo, jr.
COURSE DESCRIPTION

The course seeks to develop a perspective on urban poverty and transformation that integrates theology, social science and local knowledge.  

The  course will be divided into three major blocks, the implementation of which may may not necessarily be in a linear sequence:

a. Introducing participants to analytical tools that will help understand power relations, poverty, social inequality and marginalization such as colonialism/neo-colonialism, class, gender, ecological inequity/anthropocentrism, top down decision making and knowledge construction and theological critiques of these systems.  These tools will be applied in analyzing the social environment where the students are coming from or seek to minister to.
b. Providing participants  with opportunity to  evolve a vision of transformed society/urban communities out of their analysis of the social environment. This visioning process will be guided by transformation- engendering theories /principles of social change and  principles/themes from Scripture; models from Christian  (Catholic and Protestants), non-Christian religious (Buddhists, Muslim,etc) and non-faith based (secular, Marxists, humanist, etc) traditions and the participants’ own experiences and aspirations. The process will be documented and systematized so as to enable the students to facilitate the same to their churches and ministry sites. 
c. Introducing major strategies for facilitating envisioned community transformation such as  Participatory Research and knowledge building /hermeneutics, Transformative Pedagogy, Community Organizing/Building, Community-based resources management, Advocacy, Network and linkage building, Conflict Transformation, psycho-social/trauma work

Throughout the course, the participants  will be  guided in self searching processes aimed at forming /affirming the kind of ethos/spirituality conducive with transformation work and discerning implications of the discussions to evangelism, discipleship and missions and the way we conduct our ministries. 
The course will employ praxis learning approaches that includes evocative processes, lectures and interactions, group action/reflection, reflective exposure to communities and dialogues with practitioners, building of small case studies from which to distill principles, and integration/synthesizing session. 
Among the  expected outputs of the course are:

a. tentative or work in progress theology/theory of community transformation that is generalizable and at the same time applicable to particular context of the participants. It will include recommendations on how this should  inform mission, evangelism and discipleship and the designing of ministries by their particular institutions, churches or faith communities
b. program design aimed at facilitating envisioned community transformation and which incorporates the strategies discussed
c. description of the kind of individual and collective spirituality that should be evolved conducive to transformation work
OBJECTIVES
At the end of the semester, the students would have

1. articulated  a  critical perspective on poverty/underdevelopment  in the Philippines or in their particular societies.
2. wrestled with and written a tentative  vision of transformed communities guided by transformation associated theories and themes/principles from Scripture, models from Christian and non-christian traditions, and their own experiences and aspirations

3. articulated key strategies for facilitating envisioned community transformation and design a program or process integrating those strategies

4. recommended the kind of spirituality/personal ethos  that they need to evolve in order to become effective agents of transformation and recommended ways for developing such 
5. articulated the implications of transformational work to evangelism, discipleship, mission and church and community governance and recommended ways by which evangelism, discipleship and mission can become transformative or leading to transformation impacts.
COURSE CONTENT
1.  Analysis of the context -  Philippine Social, Economic, Political and Ecological underdevelopment 
1.1   historical review of Philippine underdevelopment with particular focus on  
forces that brought social  inequalities and widespread poverty such as colonization, globalization, class, gender, ecological injustice and the particular institutions that they generated or which engendered them.
1.2  the role played by  development theories and the dominant paradigm on knowledge building
1.3   the role of  prevailing theological tradition and mission practices of both Roman Catholic and Protestant
1.4  impact to collective identity and spirituality
2. Selected tools of understanding social inequities and marginalization-  colonialism/neo-colonialism, class, gender, ecological injustice/anthropocentrism, technocratic knowledge building and decision-making;
3.  Reflective survey of transformation –engendering theories of change and themes from Scripture, and models from  Christian (Catholic and Protestant), non-Christian religious (Buddhist, Islam, etc) and non-faith based traditions (secular, Marxist, humanist) 
4. Understanding urban poor community’s world view, knowledge building  and meaning- giving systems, sense of identity and core spirituality
5. Envisioning a transformed urban society in its socio-economic, political, cultural dimensions guided theories and models, and the participants’s experiences and aspirations on the other hand
6. Survey of strategies/approaches  for attaining the envisioned social transformation
·  Participatory Research and knowledge building /hermeneutics 
·  Developmental Pedagogy  -values, self worth, critical thinking, knowledge and skills
·  Community Organizing/Building-new structure, new relationship
·  Community-based resources management
·  Advocacy 
·   Network and linkage building
·   Conflict Transformation
·  identity and citizenship
· pscycho-social/trauma work
· conflict transformation

7.  Integration and drawing up of  implications to evangelism, discipleship and missions and in  designing ministries for urban communities 
8. Proposing  a personal and collective spirituality that enhances or emanates from transformative engagement. 
9. Entry Planning 
10. Class integration and synthesis
METHODOLOGY

· Lecture/interaction
· Community visits/dialogues with organizations engaged in  transformative development (evangelical/non-evangelical, non-faith-based)
· Retreat
· Action/ reflection
REQUIREMENT

· Class participation
· Reflection papers/essays

· Case study writing

· Integration examination

