MATUL 501 Writings, Reign and Urban Realities	
(3credits)

Purpose:
This course relates the biblical motif of the kingdom of God to issues of leadership development in resource-poor urban communities. This is the program’s “lead” course, setting the stage for thinking Christianly about interventions within slum communities. It features extensive reading, community involvement, writing, and presentation – all oriented toward the acquisition of a theological “frame” for subsequent study.
. 
Expected Learning Outcomes:
At the end of the course students will be expected to:
Cognitive
1. Trace the theme of the Kingdom of God through Scripture (Genesis to Revelation) as it relates to social, economic, and environmental justice issues.
2.	Relate significant passages of scripture to relevant themes, including poverty, oppression, social organization, urbanization, modernization, ethnicity, justice, development, transformation, worldview, globalization, debt, and gender relations.
3.	Demonstrate a critical understanding of key theological issues raised by the authors of assigned texts.
Affective
4.	Provide evidence of a deepening commitment to serving as agents of the kingdom among the urban poor.
Skills
5.	Demonstrate the ability to foster “common cause” relationships with community partners working to constrain unjust urban systems and reshape spheres of social and ecological life in ways that are concordant with God’s purposes. 
6.	Demonstrate facility in using various media for public presentations. 

Course Content:
The Creation Model:  Recovering the relationship with God and Creation; The Exodus Model:  Exploring Liberation and Justice; The Legal Model:  Commandments and law as the foundation for society; The Equality Model:  Shaping life in the promised land on principles of Justice; The Top Down Model:  A dialogue with Judges and Kings; The Prophetic Model:  prophesy and advocacy in challenging unjust structures and forming visions for a new society; The Reconstruction Model:  Rebuilding Jerusalem with Nehemiah; The Incarnation Model:  Living with the poor as the platform for development; The Kingdom Model:  Interpreting the Parables of Jesus  - the concept of “seed projects”; The Discipleship Model:  Participatory learning and action; The Mission Model:  Strategies for Replication, Multiplication and Sustainability; The Holistic Model:  Marrying evangelism and social action; The Eschatological Model:  Faith informing, envisioning and anticipating change

Teaching Methodologies:
A variety of methods including lectures, discussions, group work, videos, field visits will be applied. Active participation and presentations from all students will be expected. 

Instructional materials/equipment: 
White board markers, White board, LCD Projector, Lap top, Videos, Flip Charts, Posters, Newspaper cuttings
Student Assessment:
Through a written integrated project of 3,000 words. This project will be part of the continuous assessment and it will be marked out of 50 and the exam out of 50.
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