MATUL 511 Research Methodology
(3credits)

Course purpose
To provide students with research knowledge and skills to enable them to carry out Action Research projects that can contribute to the transformation of urban slums and informal settlements.

Expected Learning Outcomes: 
By the end of this course the students should be able to:
Cognitive
1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the various theoretical constructs in Action Research.
2. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the ethical issues involved in a research process
Affective
3. Demonstrate  critical awareness of their own subjectivity within a research process
Skills
4. Utilize knowledge and skills in Action Research to carry out Action Research projects related to  studies in various communities.
5. Apply the findings of Action Research to promote improvement in the lives of residents of marginalised urban communities.

Course Content:
Introduction to research methodology; Ethical issues in research, Understanding Action Research; Action Research within the larger gamut of research designs; Major Features of Action Research (collaboration, spiral-praxis movement, and social transformation); Identifying Action Research problems, Action Research Methodology (The first cycle-Action, The second cycle- Reflection, The third cycle-Improved Action); Writing and disseminating the Action Research findings. 

Teaching Methodology:
Lectures, library research, seminars, group discussions, tutorials, and a pilot study for Action Research projects

Instructional Materials/Equipment:
Whiteboard, flipcharts, LCD, O/Head projection, textbooks, journals, and the Internet

Student Assessment:
The course will be assessed through conducting a pilot action research project (50%) and the production of a research proposal which will form the basis of the Research Project (50%). 
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