MATUL 512 Advocacy and the Urban Environment
(6credits)

Course purpose
The course aims to give students an understanding of the nature and role of advocacy in a marginalised urban environment and to and its relationship to the prophetic tradition within scripture. Through engagement with the course it is intended that students will gain necessary skills to promote the transformation of urban communities through advocacy initiatives. The course will involve the students in identifying a specific advocacy issue which, working with an urban community organisation, they will participate in developing and designing a strategic advocacy response. 

Course outcomes: 
By the end of the course students will be able to:
Cognitive 
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between advocacy and prophetic traditions within scripture
2. Explain the principles and distinctive nature of advocacy as an intervention for social transformation in the city
3. Demonstrate a depth of knowledge and understanding of a specific advocacy issue (i.e. child rights, land rights, employment rights, access to civic services) which affect slum dwellers in a specific community.
Affective
4. Demonstrate an active concern in respect of the rights of slum dwellers.
5. Demonstrate self-awareness in respect of the way they exercise power in a community
Skills
6. Identify, through participatory processes key issues within an urban community which can be addressed through an advocacy strategy
7. Be able to work with a local community in identifying local needs
8. Utilise advocacy tools to address a specific justice issues in a slum community.
9. Promote the formation of advocacy network forums

Course Content
 What is Advocacy and why use an advocacy intervention? Slums and Justice – identifying key issues; OT prophetic tradition and its relationship to advocacy; The advocacy cycle; Issue Identification in an urban context  (a specific issue will be identified) ; Research and analysis; Justice and the law; Community based planning; Developing urban community based network forums; forms and methods of intervention; participatory evaluation processes.

Teaching methodology: 
This will include 14 weeks of classroom based learning and a further 40 hours of mentored community involvement in a community based advocacy programme.  Classroom based learning will include discussions, exercises, videos; case studies; media; role plays; lectures. Active participation of all students is encouraged. 

Instructional materials/equipment: 
White board markers, White board, LCD Projector, Lap top, Videos, Flip Charts, Posters, Newspaper cuttings
journal and through a project design for an advocacy initiative within a community. 


Student Assessment
Through an essay of 3,000 words, a critical learning journal, and a project design demonstrating the processes and plans for a community based advocacy initiative. These projects will be part of the continuous assessment and will be marked out of 60 and the exam out of 40.

Core Texts
Development and advocacy : selected essays from Development in practice / Oxfam, Oxford 2002
Gordon, Graham 2002 Understanding Advocacy. Teddington: TEAR Fund
Gordon, Graham 2002 Practical Action in Advocacy Teddington: TEAR Fund
Linthicum, R 2005 Building a People of Power World Vision
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