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The Kingdom of God is the highest good.

The idea of God is the highest and most comprehensive conception in philosophy;

the idea of the Kingdom of God is the highest and broadest idea in sociology and ethics.

(Rauschenbusch, 1916)

The mission of the MA in Transformational Urban Leadership is to prepare emergent leaders with the wisdom for leadership of spiritual and transformative movements among the world’s billion urban poor.

I.  Course Description

This course is designed to give an overview of the scriptures with particular emphasis on applying the biblical motif of the kingdom of God to issues of leadership development in resource-poor urban communities.

II.  Relationship to Program Outcomes
This is the program’s “lead” course, setting the stage for thinking Christianly about interventions within slum communities. It features extensive reading, community involvement, writing, and presentation – all oriented toward the acquisition of a theological “frame” for subsequent study.

III. Course Rationale
Theology: Foundational to applying the scriptures to the issues of the urban poor is an understanding of the panorama of the scriptures, its main books and themes.  However most Bible Surveys are written from Western perspectives that deal with only the spiritual but ignore the breadth of the relationship of the Kingdom of God to the social, economic and political aspects of life.  This course is designed to touch on most of the books of the Bible, their themes and from them relate to themes the urban poor deal with.

Development Theories and Issues: Parallel to this panorama are theological themes (readings of the scriptures from the perspective of the poor, urbanization, migration, oppression, community development, land) are applied to current development philosophies.

Praxis: This whole degree is built around a concept of Transformational conversations – conversations that link the God conversation and the city conversation.  This course could anchor these at upper level theories and city leadership conversations, but instead seeks to engage the students mostly with common people in the neighbourhood.  Each week students will engage the local community seeking an understanding from their stories, of their cultural perspective on the week’s theme.  They will seek to communicate the stories of the scripture around that theme as part of a process of dialogical communication into a pre- or post-Christian context. 

Why? One of the great difficulties for those raised in the West as they enter Eastern, tribal or peasant cultures among the poor is the lack of skills in holistic thinking and communication.  Significant in this loss is the loss of capacity to “swap” stories and recite history.  Regaining such skills is critical for culture entry and for effective communication of the gospel story. 

Secondly the scriptures command us to “gossip” the gospel.  In the extremes of the American marketing culture - seen nowhere else on the globe -  this has been degraded to marketing a product concluded with a sinner’s prayer and a cheap conversion.  Evangelism however begins in relationship around shared stories, the stories of the culture intertwined with the stories of scripture.   This is an important part of preparation for those going to join learning networks in nations where evangelism is a normal part of the lifestyle of Christians.

III. Student Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course students will be expected to:

Cognitive (“Head”)

· Give a panoramic view of the Scriptures, that traces the theme of the Kingdom of God as it relates to spiritual, social, economic, environmental, urban and justice issues.
· Relate significant passages of the scriptures to themes among the urban poor that may include: poverty, oppression, social organization, urbanization, modernization, ethnicity, justice, development, transformation, worldview, globalization, debt, gender issues, etc.

Affective (“Heart”):

· The issues raised will have generated paradigm shifts in each student’s thinking that invoke a lifetime of being God’s agents of change in a fallen world and ambassadors for His kingdom.
Skills (“Hands”)

· Have demonstrated skills of engaging people in the pre- or post- Christian urban community in storytelling processes with a variety of these themes from the Scriptures.
IV.  Course Materials

Required readings

Bellingham, G. R. (1987). A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation. Philadelphia, Eastern Baptist Seminary.

Elwell, Walter & Yarbrough, R.W. (1997). Encountering the New Testament: Baker Book House.

Glasser, A., Charles van Engen, et al. (2003). Announcing the Kingdom. Grand Rapids, MI, Baker Academic.
Snyder, H. (1997). A Kingdom Manifesto. Eugene, OR, Wipf and Stock Publishers (1985 edn. by IVP).
Steffan, T. (2005). Reconnecting God's Story to Ministry. Waynesborough, GA, Authentic Media.
Supplementary articles on the webor course CD.

V.  Course Calendar
15 weeks x 3 hours or 12 weeks x 3 1/2 hours class time
	Lecture
	Topic & Resources

	
	

	Introductory Session
	Introductions

Contextual theologies

· Relationship to Systematic Theologies

· Urban Theologies

Urban Transformational Conversation Approach 

· Grigg, V. (2009). Transformational Conversations. In The Spirit of Christ and the Postmodern City: Transformative Revival Among Auckland's Evangelicals and Pentecostals. Lexington, KY, Emeth Press and Auckland: Urban Leadership Foundation. Chap 2. 
· Myers, B. (2003). The Biblical Story. Walking with the Poor. Monrovia, MARC.  Chap 2.
Review of Course Content, Expectations, Practicum

	1
2
Praxis
	The Creation Model: God’s intentions for the God - Human - Creation relationships

· Each days theology topic follows the topics in Bellingham, G. R. (1987). A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation. Philadelphia, Eastern Baptist Seminary (Today study 1). There is one additional reading from another book on the Biblical theme and one reading on the parallel social analysis.  Please read before class, so they can be the basis of discussion.
· Glasser, A., Charles van Engen, et al. (2003). Announcing the Kingdom. Grand Rapids, MI, Baker Academic, chap 1,2.  

Urban Envisioning: The City of God predicted by the Nature of God in Genesis 1-4.

· Grigg, V. (2009). City of God: Ideal City.  In The Spirit of Christ and the Postmodern City: Transformative Revival Among Auckland's Evangelicals and Pentecostals. Lexington, KY, Emeth Press and Auckland: Urban Leadership Foundation. Chap 5. 
How to Engage in Story-Telling With the Community

· Steffan, T. (2005). Reconnecting God's Story to Ministry. Waynesborough, GA, Authentic Media. Chaps 2,3 
Entering into the community: Discussions on the relationship of God-humanity-land

	3

4
Praxis
	The Exodus Model:  Exploring Liberation and Justice
· Glasser, A., Charles van Engen, et al. (2003). God Rules Over Egypt and Covenants with God’s People. Announcing the Kingdom. Grand Rapids, MI, Baker Academic.  Chap 5.
· Bellingham, G. R. (1987). The Exodus Event: Liberation Then and Now. A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation. Philadelphia, Eastern Baptist Seminary.
The Concept of Community Organization; Questions of Violence and Bitterness.

· Linthicum, R. C. (1991). Empowerment Through Community Organization Empowering the Poor: Community Organizing Among the City's "Rag, Tag, and Bobtail" Monrovia, CA. MARC: 21-30.  
Discussions with community: What oppresses them? How do people escape poverty?

	5

6
Praxis
	Leviticus: The Legislative Model:  Covenants, Commandments and Law as the Foundation for Society
· Glasser, A., Charles van Engen, et al. (2003). God Forms a Nation of people Belonging to God. Announcing the Kingdom. Grand Rapids, MI, Baker Academic.  Chap 6.
· Bellingham, G. R. (1987). The Legislative Model: Making Good Laws. A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation. Philadelphia, Eastern Baptist Seminary. Chap 3
Global Comparisons of Bureaucracy, Equality, GNP

· http://www.doingbusiness.org/EconomyRankings/Default.aspx?direction=Asc&sort=1
Discussions with community business leaders on the role of legal frameworks in creating wealth

· Steffan, T. (2005). Reconnecting God's Story to Ministry. Waynesborough, GA, Authentic Media. Chaps 5 

	7

8
Praxis
	The Entrance to the Promised Land and Jubilee: The Equality Model
· Snyder, H. (1997).  A Kingdom Manifesto. Eugene, OR, Wipf and Stock Publishers. ch 6,7
· Bellingham, G. R. (1987). The Equality Model: Helping the Poor Participate. A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation. Philadelphia, Eastern Baptist Seminary.
Comparison of Equality

· Wolf, T. (2008). India Progress Prone. New Delhi, University Institute, S-126 Greater Kailash I, New Delhi 110-048.  Chap 6
· Income Inequality at www.worldbank.org/depweb/beyond/beyondco/beg_05.pdf
Story-telling in the community about equality and justice

	9

10
Praxis
	Redistribution Model: Land Rights and Ownership of the means of production

· Grigg, V. (1985/2004). Biblical Reflections on Land and Land Rights. Auckland, Urban Leadership Foundation. http://www.urbanleaders.org/matul/655aLand%20Rights/Biblical%20Reflect%27n%20on%20land.htm accessed Oct 10, 2010.

· Or Wright, C. (2004). The Land and Christian Ethics.  Old Testament Ethics for the People of God. Downers Grove, IL Intervarsity Press. Chap 6 
The Top Down Model:  A Dialogue with Judges and Kings
· Bellingham, G. R. (1987). The Bureaucratic Model: Problems and Potential in the Top Down Approach. A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation. Philadelphia, Eastern Baptist Seminary. Chap 5
Discussion with community politicians on the role of government in helping the poor or trade unionists on owning the means of production.

	11

12
Praxis
	The Wisdom Model: Perspectives on Poverty from Job, David and Solomon

· Grigg, V. (2004). God’s Happy Poor. Companion to the Poor. Monrovia, CA, Authentic Media.  Chap 3.
· Bellingham, G. R. (1987). The Wisdom Literature: Perspectives on Poverty. A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation. Philadelphia, Eastern Baptist Seminary. Chap 7
Discussion with community on causes and responses to poverty

	13

14
Praxis
	The Prophetic Model:  Listening to God's Spokespersons of Justice
· Grigg, V. (2004). With Justice For All.  Companion to the Poor. Monrovia, CA, Authentic Media. Chap 11. 
· Heschel, A. (2001). What Manner of Man is the Prophet. The Prophets. New York, HarperCollins.
Current Issues of Justice

Discussion with local prophets on “the issues”

	15

16
Praxis
	The Exile and Refugee Model:  How to Sing the Lord's Song in a Strange Land
· Grigg, V. (2009). The Spirit of Christ and the Postmodern City: Transformative Revival Among Auckland's Evangelicals and Pentecostals. Lexington, KY, Emeth Press and Auckland: Urban Leadership Foundation. 

· Glasser, A., Charles van Engen, et al. (2003). God sends Israel into Exile among the Nations.  Announcing the Kingdom. Grand Rapids, MI, Baker Academic.  Chap 8.

The Role of Oppressed Minorities

Conversation with migrant leaders on a theology of migration

	17

18
Praxis
	Nehemiah and Ezra: The Reconstruction Model:  Rebuilding Cities and Communities

· Bellingham, G. R. (1987). The Reconstruction Model: Rebuilding Cities and Communities. A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation. Philadelphia, Eastern Baptist Seminary. Chap 9
Discussion with local prophets on “the issues”
The Marxist Critique and Community Organising

· Linthicum, R. C. (1991). Empowerment Through Community Organization Empowering the Poor: Community Organizing Among the City's "Rag, Tag, and Bobtail" Monrovia, CA. MARC: 21-30.  
Conversations with community organizers

	19

20
Praxis
	The Kingdom Model:  Unpacking the New Testament Vision of the Future
· Myers, B. (2003). Kingdom Mission. Walking with the Poor. Monrovia, MARC.  

Kingdom envisioning of the post-post-modern city

· Grigg, V. (2009). Spirit, Kingdom and Postmodern City. In The Spirit of Christ and the Postmodern City: Transformative Revival Among Auckland's Evangelicals and Pentecostals. Lexington, KY, Emeth Press and Auckland: Urban Leadership Foundation. Chap 8. 
Conversation with community on vision

	21

22
Praxis
	The Incarnation Model:  Living With the Poor as the Platform for Development
· Grigg, V. (1992a). Church of the Poor. Discipling the City: A Comprehensive Approach to Urban Mission. R. Greenway ed. Grand Rapids, Michigan, Baker: 159-170.  

Apostolic and Diaconal Orders

Conversation with incarnational mission leaders

	23

24
Praxis
	The Kingdom Model:  Interpreting the Parables of Jesus
· Glasser, Jesus and the Kingdom (His Parabolic teaching.  Kingdom and Mission, NT, chap 2 pp 169-180.
Goals of Transformation: Kingdom or Millenial Goals?

· Sachs, J. D. (2005). Investing in Development. London, Earthcan. Chap  
Exploring parables of the community

	25
26
Praxis
	The Gospels: The Discipleship Model:  The Training Methods of  Jesus, Paul & Paulo Friere
· Review the 12 Principles in Coleman, R. E. (1993). The Master Plan of Evangelism. Grand Rapids, MI, Revell Books. 
· Bellingham, G. R. (1987). The Discipleship Model: the Training Methods of Jesus, Paul and Paulo Friere. A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation. Philadelphia, Eastern Baptist Seminary. Chap 13
Discipleship Models and Transformation

Initiating a Discipleship Group

	27

28
Praxis
	The Sharing Model:  Insights into the Dynamics of the Early Church
· Master the 10 Principles in Grigg, V. (2010). Conversations on Economic Discipleship. Kingdom Economics Forum. Wellington, New Zealand, Urban Leadership Foundation, chap 1-5. http://www.urbanleaders.org/matul/560CoopEconomics/economicdiscipleshipbook.pdf
Latin Church Growth and Economic Discipleship

· http://www.faireconomy.org/resources/workshops/the_growing_divide_workshop 

Conversations with the discipleship group or community on sharing

	29

30
Praxis
	Matthew: The Servanthood Model: Service in Community Transformation
· Bellingham, G. R. (1987). The Servanthood Pattern of Leadership: Footwashing and Feasting. A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation. Philadelphia, Eastern Baptist Seminary. Chap 15.
Development and Debt
· Grigg, V. (2010). Conversations on Economic Discipleship. Kingdom Economics Forum. Wellington, New Zealand, Urban Leadership Foundation, chap 6-10. http://www.urbanleaders.org/matul/560CoopEconomics/economicdiscipleshipbook.pdf
Conversations with your discipleship group or community on debt and lending

	31

32
Praxis
	Corinthians: The Democratic Model:  Spiritual Gifts in Community Ministries

The Role of Revival in Releasing Vision and Structures

 Grigg, Viv. (2009). Citywide Transforming Revival. The Spirit of Christ and the Postmodern City: Transformative Revival Among Auckland's Evangelicals and Pentecostals. Lexington, KY, Emeth Press and Auckland: Urban Leadership Foundation. chap 12.

Conversations with the discipleship group on the Holy Spirit 

	33

34
Praxis
	Acts: The Mission Model:  Strategies for Replication and Multiplication 
· McGavran, D. A. (1970). Redemption and Lift. Understanding Church Growth. 225 Jefferson ave., S.E., Grand Rapids, Mich. 49503, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. (first edn not third edition)

Conversation with community pastors on church growth and social-political development

	35

36
Praxis
	Pastoral Epistles - The Holistic Model:  Deacons - Marrying Evangelism and Social Action

Christian Aid Agencies as International Diaconates 

Conversations with community pastors on the role of deacons

	37

38
Praxis
	God’s Kingdom Extends Over the Powers

· Glasser, A., Charles van Engen, et al. (2003). God’s Kingdom Extends over the Powers. Announcing the Kingdom. Grand Rapids, MI, Baker Academic. Chap 21

· Or McAlpine, T. H. (2003). Facing the Powers: What Are the Options? Wipf & Stock Publishers.  

Integrative Presentations: Students will be examined by a 15minute presentation of their paper This may be with drama, video, power point or….

Discipleship group – conversations about either their experience of local spirits or of oppression from authorities

	39

40

	Revelations: The Eschatological Model:  Anticipating the New Heavens and New Earth.
Integrative Presentations: Students will be examined by a 15minute presentation of their paper. This may be with drama captured and fed online, video, power point or….




VI.  Evaluation and Assessment Activities
1. Read 2-3 chapters per week on the topic in the Biblical survey.  Summarize them ready to present to the class, identifying a key question and contributing to discussions. Reading and summary of each chapter should take 30 to 40 minutes and demonstrate an understanding of the issues raised by the author.

2. Sign in and participate fully in class and show awareness by responding to questions and making applications of the material presented.
3. Integrate your readings into a cohesive Biblical survey that speaks into poverty, oppression, slavery, urbanization, etc, - 15 page single spaced paper, with a title, introductory summary paragraphs, 5 subheadings, conclusion.
4. Engage in weekly conversations with people in your community seeking to learn from them about the topic of the week and to communicate to them the stories of the scripture you have been engaging.  Write a short article of 300 to 500 words on God’s plan for society or an issue in holistic churchplanting or transformational development suitable for publication in a church or mission magazine and read it to the class for critique and suggestions. 

5. Using logframe analysis, identify an issue in their community that needs to change, and in the students view is capable of being changed, and describe the purpose, goals, outcomes and activities necessary to achieve that change.  Present the proposal to the class using a presentation, or power point, video, overheads, drama or artwork for critique. 
VII.  Expectations & Grading

	Assignment
	Due Date
	Percentage
	Grade

	1. Chapter presentations
	Day 2

Day 3
	10%

10
	

	2. Class involvement/ Attendance
	Day 1-5, Sept 14
	10
	

	3. Short Article
	Day 5
	10
	

	4. Slum visit report
	Day 4
	10
	

	5. Reading Log &

Logframe analysis

presentation exam
	Sept 7

Sept 14
	10

30

10
	

	Total
	
	100%
	


Grades are assigned according to the following levels of proficiency:

	School
	
	APU
	ATS
	HBI
	Carlile
	UNEPH
	Nagpur

	Grade
	Ranges
	GPA
	Numeric
	GPA
	Numeric
	
	
	
	

	A+
	
	
	
	1.0
	96-100
	80+
	
	
	

	A
	
	4.0
	93-100
	1.25
	91-95
	75
	
	
	

	A-
	
	3.7
	90-92
	1.5
	86-90
	70
	
	
	

	B+
	
	3.3
	87-89
	1.75
	80-85
	65
	
	
	

	B
	
	3.0
	83-86
	2.0
	75-79
	60
	
	
	

	B-
	
	2.7
	80-82
	2.25
	70-74
	55
	
	
	

	C+
	
	2.3
	77-79
	
	None
	50
	
	
	

	C
	
	2.0
	73-76
	2.5
	60-69
	45
	
	
	

	C-
	
	1.7
	70-72
	3.0
	50-59
	40
	
	
	

	D+
	
	1.3
	67-69
	
	None
	none
	
	
	

	D
	
	1.0
	63-66
	
	None
	D = Fail 39% or below
	
	
	

	D-
	
	0.7
	60-62
	
	None
	None
	
	
	

	F
	
	0
	0-59
	
	Below 50
	D= Fail
	
	
	

	Inc
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


VIII.  Course Policies
This course is designed around  one week of 32 hours class teaching time by the visiting faculty plus one day of integration at the end of the course with the local faculty where papers are presented, supplemented by another 75 hours of reading and writing.  At the end of the initial week, course grades will be assigned for the first four assignments. 
	
	Expected Hours

	Class Contact
	40

	Site Visit   
	

	Practical Work
	40

	Self-study, reading and writing   
	40

	Total Hours   
	120


VIII.  Course Bibliography
Bakke, Ray. (1997). A Theology As Big As the City. Downers Grove, IL: IVP Press.

Bellingham, G. R. (1987). A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation. Philadelphia, Eastern Baptist Seminary.

Brueggeman, W. (1997). Theology of the Old Testament: Testimony, Dispute, Advocacy. Minneapolis, Fortress Press.  
Coleman, R. E. (1993). The Master Plan of Evangelism. Grand Rapids, MI, Revell Books.  Churchplanting

Dyrness, William. (1983/1991). Let the Earth Rejoice! A Biblical Theology of Holistic Mission. Pasadena: Fuller Seminary Press.

Ellul, Jacques. (1997). The Meaning of the City. Greenwood, SC: Attic Press.

Ekins, P. (1992). A New World Order: Grassroots Movements for Global Change. London, Routledge.

Dietrich, G. and B. Wielenga (2003). Towards Understanding Indian Society. Tiruvalla, CSS.
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