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I.  Course Description   

This course introduces students to training the urban poor and the educated in biblical economics, basic bookkeeping, business planning, savings cooperatives, and micro-enterprise.
This course will build from reflections on Kingdom economic principles throughout the scriptures
.  It will expose the students to theory, policy and practice in community based economic development and to help them read and think critically about these ideas.  Students will develop internal organizational processes for registration of churches, quality bookkeeping, and deacons development processes for their ministries.  The candidates will be able to plan and initiate small business programs as transformational mission, such as: establishing revolving loan fund, micro-enterprise programs; cooperatives, and the techniques related to strategic business planning among the urban entrepreneurial poor.
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II.   Course Rationale 

Do not be hard hearted or tightfisted towards your poor brother. Rather be open handed and freely lend him whatever he needs. (Deut 15: 7-8)
The need to come up with strategic, sustainable and transformational poverty alleviation program for churches and faith-based organizations cannot be denied nor be met with just talks and scholarly dissertations by theologians and urban poor workers. The vicious cycle of poverty in the country must be cut to its throat and uproot the very cause of this social cancer not tomorrow but today.

This course will examine the root causes of poverty and theory and practice of community economics that lead people to have a poverty mentality. Candidates will be able to understand the relationship between the Redemption Mandate and Creation Mandate in fulfilling the Great Commission by re-examining  Stewardship Theology applied in Community Economic Development. 

The creation narratives of Genesis provide the essential pre-suppositions relating to God’s original design for mankind to control, have full dominion over creation, the animal, plant kingdoms, aquatic resources, and minerals derived from living and non-living things around the world. 
The understanding of triad of powers in society such as the Government (law-maker & law enforcer), the Marketplace (the economic influence ), and the Masses (the low-income market, cheap labor force, and the electorate) versus the Power of the Most High God manifested through the Church.

This reflects the following values

· Participation by the poor, which will open their minds and equip them to take responsibility for their lives, choosing the gospel in freedom, not in desperation or as a crutch.

· Enabling them to see themselves not as victims or oppressed, but as people made in God’s image and, accordingly assume responsibility for their future.

· The church is the instrument that opens the world to its destiny in the kingdom. Through their activities, Christian MED / MFI can strengthen the church by restoring people to their identity and enable them to realize their role as stewards of creation and as servants of others.

· To show proven MFI & MED as an effective method of assisting people to escape the lowest levels of poverty. The ultimate concern of Christian MED / MFI is to open the community to experience the kingdom of God.

The practical part of the course will enable the candidates to  see the community through the eyes of the Redeemer by means of wholistic community needs assessment tools.  Students will be exposed to the models of successful community economic development programs being operated by faith-based organizations yet empowering the real target urban poor community folks. 
III. Student Learning Outcomes  

By the end of this course each students will have an understanding in the following.
Cognitive (Head):
· Kingdom Economics: Gain deeper understanding of a  theology of creativity, production,stewardship
; redistribution, work and rest, ownership and other Biblical principles. 
· Community Economics: Understand the different levels of poverty and methods and strategy to alleviate poverty.

· Proclaiming Good News to the poor and the effect of conversion on work habits, motivation, relational skills, integrity etc.
· Analyses and assessment of poverty before implementing MFI and MED.

· Micro finance operation and its functioning

· Self-Help Group movement in India, particular in Tamil Nadu.

· Micro Enterprise Development (MED) and Business Development Services (BDS)

· Understand the threats to and importance of community economic stability; 

· Be familiar with the government economic development plans and policies and local strategies to enhance self-reliance and community economic stability. 

· Understand how different types of economic structures impact community economic stability and community self-reliance.
Affective (Heart):

· Passion and concern for the families in the slum so as to serve them on through MFI and MED project.

· Students will regard MED with high value.
Practice (Hands):

· Poverty Eradication Project: Within six months to participate in a team implementing actions which will expand the economic influence of a slum church.

· Basic Small Business Management Skills: Learned the basic business building principles and use of standard tools in strategic micro-enterprise development and management. 

· Be able to read financial statements, understand simple bookkeeping and banking concepts and evaluate the viability of small business ventures.
· Write a basic strategic, sustainable and transformational business plan.
· Coaching: Have adopted a Microfinance  or cooperative  module in a particular slum, and help the community to use the business techniques.
IV. Course Materials & Format        
Teaching style

The teaching component of the course will utilize teaching methods like lecture group discussion, a story telling process of learning, building from stories of lecturers and students to develop a theology and strategy on poverty alleviation methodology among semi-literate slum culture. It will focus both theory and design of practical outcomes.

	Number
	Course Content
	Readings and Assignments

	TUL560

1.
	Biblical Basis of Cooperative Economics

·  Principles of Biblical Economics

· Jubilee – A Biblical Bais for Economics
    Jubilee (POWER POINT)

· The Poor and Poverty in Jesus Teaching (ppt)

· Jesus and the Poor Church & the Poor in the First CenturyDiaconal DevelopmentIncarnational Economics
	Snyder, H. (1985). The Age of Jubilee. A Kingdom Manifesto: 67-76
God’s Happy Poor In Grigg, V. (2004). Companion to the Poor. 
Paved with Good Intentions In Grigg, V. (2004). Companion to the Poor. 

	2.
	Poverty Assessment

Understanding the level of poverty in the slum is important, before venturing into poverty eradication project in the slum community

· CASHPHOR House INDEX

· Participatory Wealth Ranking

· Socio-economic survey

· Poverty score card

· Micro finance & Poverty 

· Assignment
	Browse Santos, Milton. (1979). The Shared Space 

	3.
	Micro Finance

After analysing and assessing the poverty level of the families in the slum it is crucial to formulate MFI for the community. Study the various models of MFI and take one MFI model and implement that model to the community. The model MFI which a pastor may introduce into the community should be accepted by the slum community. Therefore participation of the people in the MFI is very important.

· Techniques of participation

· Foundation and principles of Holistic Ministry

· History of Micro finance

· Fundamentals of micro finance

· Establishment of MFIs

· Status and innovation of micro finance in India

· An introduction to micro finance delivery models in India

· Improving micro finance practice

· Principles & practices of Christian micro finance & micro enterprise development

· A slice of micro finance operation

· Role of micro finance in livelihood promotion

· Assignment
	


	 4.
	Self-Help Group Methodology

After understanding of various models of MFI, it is necessary to study in detail the SHG operational pattern in India. In India SHG has become a kind of national strategy to allievate poverty.

· Women Self-Help Group in India

· Group formation process and group dynamics

· Opening of bank account

· Book keeping & maintenance of record

· SHG bank linkage

· Federation of women Self-Help Groups at the panchayat level

· Quality parameters of Self-Help Groups assessment

· Assignment
	

	5.
	Micro Enterprise Development (MED) & Business Development Service (BDS)

The prime objective of the MFI project is to make the families to start a business. During the process of the project the training should be focused more on skill training and techniques involved in the business, After one year of the MFI project the beneficiaries will start the business at the micro level.

· Christian micro enterprise development

· Reflection on Christian micro enterprise development
	

	6.
	Micro insurance and micro pension

· Facilitating access to micro insurance


	


V. Learning & Assessment Activities
	Number
	Assessment Task
	Maximum Mark
	Weighting

	TUL560

1.
	Proclaiming Good News to the poor of a kingdom Jubilee

In a 1500 word paper, discuss Jesus’ message of the Jubilee and demonstrate its relationship to other scriptures as:
· A Liberating Gospel

· A Celebrating Gospel

· An Economic Gospel

	20
	20%

	2.
	Poverty Assessment

Demonstrate an understanding of how to determine the level of poverty in the slum before venturing into poverty eradication project in the slum community, by an examination of a community using one of the following: 
· CASHPHOR House INDEX

· Participatory Wealth Ranking

· Socio-economic survey

· Poverty score card

	10
	10

	3.
	Micro Finance

After analysing and assessing the poverty level of the families in the slum it is crucial to formulate MFI for the community. Study the various models of MFI and take one MFI model and implement that model in the community. The model MFI which a pastor may introduce into the community should be accepted by the slum community. Therefore participation of the people in the MFI is very important.

· Techniques of participation

· Foundation and principles of Holistic Ministry

· History of Micro finance

· Fundamentals of micro finance

· Establishment of MFIs

· Status and innovation of micro finance in India

· An introduction to micro finance delivery models in India

· Improving micro finance practice

· Principles & practices of Christian micro finance & micro enterprise development

· A slice of micro finance operation

· Role of micro finance in livelihood promotion

· Assignment
: 
	20
	20


	 4.
	Self-Help Group Methodology

After understanding of various models of MFI, it is necessary to study in detail the SHG operational pattern in India. In India SHG has become a kind of national strategy to allievate poverty.

· Women Self-Help Group in India

· Group formation process and group dynamics

· Opening of bank account

· Book keeping & maintenance of record

· SHG bank linkage

· Federation of women Self-Help Groups at the panchayat level

· Quality parameters of Self-Help Groups assessment

· Assignment

	20
	20

	5.
	Micro Enterprise Development (MED) & Business Development Service (BDS)

The prime objective of the MFI project is to make the families to start a business. During the process of the project the training should be focused more on skill training and techniques involved in the business, After one year of the MFI project the beneficiaries will start the business at the micro level.

· Christian micro enterprise development

· Reflection on Christian micro enterprise development

	30
	30

	
	Total
	100
	100%


VI.  Expectations & Grading

The course will involve a mixture of class discussion, lecture, field trips to emerging faith- based community economics model, small group discussions, handouts, documentary videos, projects, and guest speakers.  Not all reading material assigned will be discussed in class; it is the responsibility of the students to follow up with the instructor on materials on which they need further clarification.  Students will be divided into teams of 3 or 4 members each to work on discussion questions and other class activities for the semester.  

It is necessary that each student be committed to the “4 Ps” of student involvement: 

· preparation (by reading and analyzing course materials)

· presence (class attendance and attentiveness)

· promptness (on-time submission of assignments)  

· participation (passionate involvement and interaction during learning sessions) 

Cooperativeness, respect for others, volunteering to participate and sharing opinions, attentiveness and focus on learning sessions and tasks is expected. 

HBI Grades are assigned according to the following levels of proficiency: 

High Pass (A- to A+ = 80-100 %) - strong understanding of theoretical perspectives, terms, and positions; and demonstrated ability of applying that material to particular situations.

Pass (B- to B+ = 70-84%) - Understanding of the basic theoretical perspectives terms and issues: and demonstrated ability to recall examples and make partial application

Low pass (C- to C + = 40% -54%) – Misunderstanding of some theoretical views and limited ability to relate material to particular situations

Fail (D = 39% or below) - Significant failure to understand material and/or make appropriate application of course material.

	
	Hours

	Lecture
	30

	Site visit
	10

	Practical work
	40

	Self-study reading and writing
	40

	Total hours
	120
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�Needs a serious component of Biblical refelction, see the MATUL website for some of this.


�Not just stewardship


�(This could be an exam if the school requires an exam)


�Is this adequate as an assignment


�How will they be involved in these processes and how can you test the learning?


�How can you be involved in these processes and how can you test the learning


�How will youo test this out?


�Is this the best of de Soto in term sof the slums?


�The two main schools are david Busseau and grameen but both are missing here in the Biblio.  I think we need more input from our sister in India who is at the cutting eadge and from Ruth Callanta.





