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I.  Course Description   
     Candidates are able to understand the benefits of small business development using a micro-enterprise and have the ability to explain those benefits to poor slum dwellers. They are able to develop an enrolment agreement that identifies the expectations of the slum dwellers and budding entrepreneurs, and explain a plan to help overcome barriers to enrolment and participation facing slum dwellers. Understand how to develop a community responsibility approach to the repayment of small business loan and develop a responsible use to funds and a high level of accountability.

Candidates are able to understand how to relate well to a slum community, find budding entrepreneurs within the community, and articulate a business vision for those budding entrepreneurs. Critically evaluate the methods of fostering entrepreneurship and innovation, enunciate business goals and objectives and formulate strategic plans for specific small business ventures in an urban poor community or communities.

Candidates will be able to interpret economic indicators, read financial statements, understand basic book-keeping and banking concepts, evaluate the viability of small business ventures, recognize and develop strategies to respond to business life cycles, and formulate problem solving strategies.

II.   Course Rationale 
· To inculcate theology and practice of Community Economics for a cutting edge development work in slum communities.

· To enlist participation by the poor, will open their minds and equip them to take responsibility for their lives, choosing the gospel in freedom, not in desperation or as a crutch.

· To enable them to see themselves not as victims or oppressed, but as people made in God’s image and, accordingly assume responsibility for their future.

· To help people to understand the purpose of creation to find fulfillment in the kingdom of God. The church is the instrument that opens the world to its destiny in the kingdom. Through their activities, Christian MED / MFI can strengthen the church by restoring people to their identity and enable them to realize their role as stewards of creation and as servants of others.

· To make MFI & MED has proven to be an effective method of assisting people to escape the lowest levels of poverty. The ultimate concern of Christian MED / MFI is to open the community to experience the kingdom of God.

· Do not be hard hearted or tightfisted towards your poor brother. Rather be open handed and freely lend him whatever he needs. (Deut 15: 7-8)

III. Student Learning Outcomes  
By the end of this course each students will have an understanding in the following.

Cognitive (Head):

Community Economics: To study the different levels of poverty and to learn the methods and strategy to alleviate poverty.

· Proclaiming Good News to the poor

· Analyses and assessment of poverty before implementing MFI and MED.

· Micro finance operation and its functioning

· Self-Help Group movement in India, particular in Tamil Nadu.

· Micro Enterprise Development (MED) and Business Development Services (BDS)

Affective (Heart):

· Passion and concern for the families in the slum and serve them on through MFI and MED project.

· Students will be able to initiate and plan for implementation.

· Helping students to regard MED with high value

Practice (Hands):

· Poverty Eradication Project: Within six months to implement actions which will expand the influence of a slum church.
· Coaching: Have developed to adopt any MFI module in a particular slum, and help the community to use the business techniques.

Critical outcomes

	Outcome 1. 
	Understands the benefits of small business development using a micro-enterprise funding model and have the ability to explain those benefits to poor slum dwellers and encourage saving and wise financial management among the urban poor.

	Outcome 2. 
	Interpret economic indicators, read financial statements, understand simple book-keeping and banking concepts and evaluate the viability of small business ventures, develop strategies to respond to business life cycles.

	Outcome 3. 
	Relate well to a slum community, find budding entrepreneurs and critically evaluate processes of fostering entrepreneurship and innovation, enunciate business objectives and formulate strategic plans for specific small business ventures.

	Outcome 4. 
	Report on the viability and income earning potential of three micro-enterprise projects given out as case studies, or investigated in a slum community if possible and with permission of the micro-enterprise entrepreneurs.


IV. Course Materials        (Required &Recommended Texts; list author, title, editions, publisher & date)
V.  Course Calendar (Classroom Phase I, Practical (Fieldwork Phase), Classroom Phase II)
Teaching style

The teaching component of the course will utilize teaching methods like lecture group discussion, a story telling process of learning, building from stories of lecturers and students to develop a theology and strategy on poverty alleviation methodology among semi-literate slum culture. It will focus both theory and design of practical outcomes.

	
	Hours

	Lecture
	30

	Site visit
	10

	Practical work
	40

	Self-study reading and writing
	40

	Total hours
	120


TIME TABLE

TUL560: Theology and Practice of Community Economics

Time 2.00 p.m to 5 p.m                                                       Date 19\11\07 to 23\11\07

                                                                                             Hours: 15 hours

	Days
	2.00 – 3.00 p.m
	3.00- 4.00 p.m
	4.00-5.00 p.m

	Monday
	Proclaiming good news to the poor of a kingdom jubilee
	Poverty Assessment
	Poverty Assessment

	Tuesday
	Proclaiming good news to the poor of a kingdom jubilee
	Poverty Assessment
	Poverty Assessment

	Wednesday
	Proclaiming good news to the poor of a kingdom jubilee
	Micro finance operation
	Micro finance operation

	Thursday
	Micro finance operation
	Micro finance operation
	Micro finance operation

	Friday
	Micro finance operation
	Field work and assignment Discussion
	Field work and assignment Discussion


TUL560: Theology and Practice of Community Economics

Time 2.00 p.m to 5 p.m                                                       Date 18\02\08 to 23\02\08

                                                                                             Hours: 15 hours

	Days
	2.00 – 3.00 p.m
	3.00- 4.00 p.m
	4.00-5.00 p.m

	Monday
	Self Help Group Methodology
	Self Help Group Methodology
	Self Help Group Methodology

	Tuesday
	Self Help Group Methodology
	Self Help Group Methodology
	Self Help Group Methodology

	Wednesday
	Micro-enterprise development (MED)and Business development service
	Micro-enterprise development (MED)and Business development service
	Micro-enterprise development (MED)and Business development service

	Thursday
	Micro-enterprise development (MED)and Business development service
	Micro-enterprise development (MED)and Business development service
	Micro-enterprise development (MED)and Business development service

	Friday
	Micro Insurance
	Field work and assignment Discussion
	Field work and assignment Discussion


VI. Learning & Assessment Activities

	Number
	Assessment Task
	Maximum Mark
	Weighting

	TUL560

1.
	Proclaiming Good News to the poor of a kingdom Jubilee

· Jesus message of the Jubilee

· An Ecological Gospel

· A Liberating Gospel

· A Celebrating Gospel

· Some New Testament Economic Principles of the kingdom.

· Principle of simplicity
	
	

	2.
	Poverty Assessment

Understanding the level of poverty in the slum is important, before venturing into poverty eradication project in the slum community

· CASHPHOR House INDEX

· Participatory Wealth Ranking

· Socio-economic survey

· Poverty score card

· Micro finance & Poverty 

· Assignment
	
	

	3.
	Micro Finance

After alaysing and assessing the poverty level of the families in the slum it is crucial to formulate MFI for the community. Study the various models of MFI and take one MFI model and implement that model to the community. The model MFI which a pastor may introduce into the community should be accepted by the slum community. Therefore participation of the people in the MFI is very important.

· Techniques of participation

· Foundation and principles of Holistic Ministry

· History of Micro finance

· Fundamentals of micro finance

· Establishment of MFIs

· Status and innovation of micro finance in India

· An introduction to micro finance delivery models in India

· Improving micro finance practice

· Principles & practices of Christian micro finance & micro enterprise development

· A slice of micro finance operation

· Role of micro finance in livelihood promotion

· Assignment
	
	


	 4.
	Self-Help Group Methodology

After understanding of various models of MFI, it is necessary to study in detail the SHG operational pattern in India. In India SHG has become a kind of national strategy to allievate poverty.

· Women Self-Help Group in India

· Group formation process and group dynamics

· Opening of bank account

· Book keeping & maintenance of record

· SHG bank linkage

· Federation of women Self-Help Groups at the panchayat level

· Quality parameters of Self-Help Groups assessment

· Assignment
	
	

	5.
	Micro Enterprise Development (MED) & Business Development Service (BDS)

The prime objective of the MFI project is to make the families to start a business. During the process of the project the training should be focused more on skill training and techniques involved in the business, After one year of the MFI project the beneficiaries will start the business at the micro level.

· Christian micro enterprise development

· Reflection on Christian micro enterprise development
	
	

	6.
	Micro insurance and micro pension

· Facilitating access to micro insurance


	
	


1. Purpose of Assignments (Reading and Field Work)
· To fulfill  a part of  requirements on the course Theology and Practice of  Community Economics

· To provide training on field level approach to analyze a slum before venturing into poverty eradication Project. 

· To analyze the poverty level of the slum by adopting one of the poverty assessment method of using urban score card.

2. Date of submission of assignments
· Reading assignment - Walking With Poor by Myers: Date of submission on 21-12-2007

· Profile of the Slum:   Date of Submission 20 – 01-08

· Urban poverty score card research: Date of Submission 20 – 01-08

a) Sample size of the household: 50 from a suggested population of roughly 500 houses  

b) Every 10th house should be taken as a sample 

c)  After collecting the data from the field on 20-01-07, discussion of the data collection (discussion on how to present a table and the method of submission etc) will be done in the class with the students on 18-02-08 and the final submission of the research will be done on 23-02-08.

(Note: The slum profile details should be collected in the slum where the research on urban score card method carried out)



Details of field work are attached in the course manual
III. Field work Conference: 1st December 2007 (Saturday) 8 to 9 a.m

                                       8th December 2007 (Saturday) 8 to 9 a.m

                                       9th January 2008   (Saturday)    8 to 9 a.m
VII. Expectations & Grading

Grades are assigned according to the following levels of proficiency: 

First Class - strong understanding of theoretical perspectives, terms, and positions; and demonstrated ability of applying that material to particular situations.

A+ (80% & above)

A   (75%)

A- (70%)

Second Class - Understanding of the basic theoretical perspectives terms and issues: and demonstrated ability to recall examples and make partial application.

B+ (65%)

B (60%)

B- (55%)

Third class -  Misunderstanding of some theoretical views and limited ability to relate material to particular situations.

C + (50%)

C   (45%)

C – (40%)

Fail (D = 39% or below) - Significant failure to understand material and/or make appropriate application of course material.
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Course Manual
ASSIGNMENT TOPIC FROM THE BOOK WALKING WITH POOR BY MYERS

1. Write up a reflection of Myers Chapter of 4&5?

2. What is Transformation and Participation In the development Work?  

3. Explain In Detail: What are the Capabilities, Survival Strategy, And Indigenous Knowledge Within A Community?

4. Read Chapter 8 in Myers. Provide two or three ideas on the following:


5. In what ways has your organization or how could your organization use the Bible in the Development?

6. Describe Any Other Implications You See For Your churches organization/Ministry from the Reading?

Profile of A Squatter settlement
Name of the Slum:                                                     Zonal No:      
   Division No:

Name of the Place:

Name of the District:

Name of the State:

Geographical Location of the Slum

 No of Families in the Slum:

 Name of the Welfare Schemes Implemented In That Slum And The Organization Involved In the Schemes:

	S.No
	Name Of The Schemes
	Name Of The Organization Implemented The Scheme
	Briefly Describe About The Scheme

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


 No of SHG s In the Area and the Organizations involved In the SHG Project:

	S. No
	No of SHG s 
	Name Of The Organization which Implemented The SHG
	Method of Operation of the  SHG

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


   Any Other MFI Operated In That Slum? If So Please Indicate The Name of The MFI And Organization Implemented The MFI 

	S. No
	Name Of The MFI Operated In The Slum
	Name Of The Organization Implemented The MFI
	Method Of Operation Of The MFI

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


10) Which Method Do You Consider The Best Method? Why?

11) Which Method Do You Want To Implement In The Future?

URBAN INDIA POVERTY SCORECARD
	Indicator
	Values
	Points

	1.
	How many children aged 0 to 17 are in the household?
	>5

0
	4

7
	3

9
	2

17
	1

20
	0

28


	

	2.
	How many electric fans does the household own
	
	
	
	None

0
	One or two

5
	Three or more

10
	

	3.
	What is the house hold’s primary energy source for cooking?
	
	
	
	Fire wood and chips, or charcoal 

0
	Not Fire wood and chips, or charcoal Nor LPG

6
	LPG

9


	

	4.
	Does the house hold own a hire its residence
	
	
	
	
	No

0
	Yes

9
	

	5.
	What is the principal occupation of the household?
	
	
	
	Others or unknown

0
	Executive, managerial, administrative and teachers

3
	Professional, technical, workers

7


	

	6.
	Does the household own a foam or rubber cushion(dunlopillo type)?
	
	
	
	
	None

0
	Yes

10
	

	7.
	Does the house hold own a scooter or motorcycle
	
	
	
	
	No

0
	Yes

9
	

	8.
	Does the household own a refrigerator
	
	
	
	
	No

0
	Yes

14
	

	9.
	Does the household own a television?
	
	
	
	
	No

0
	Yes

2
	

	10
	Does the household own a tape recorder or CD player
	
	
	
	
	No

0
	Yes

3
	

	


                                                                                                                                                                                        Total

Source: Calculations based on Schedule 1.0 of the 59th Round (2003) of India’s Socio-Economic Survey 

