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I.  Course Description

This course will examine issues of personal morality and faith from a Christian perspective. The major sector of the course is intended to identify and clarify the current moral problems in the Indian context and evaluate them on the basic of the norms laid down by the Christ Himself in order to create an awareness of the present realities in the students and to enable them to participate in the socio-economic and political struggle of the society in a meaningful and responsive way. So we begin with a brief introduction to theological ethics, and then move to practical issues in personal morality, which will be discussed in relation to family and society. The course will address issues such as sex, marriage and commitment, homosexuality, friendship, work and money, end of life issues, abortion, euthanasia, and the expanding field of genetics as it relates to conceiving and having children. This course also will address the issues like casteism, tribal identity, communalism, poverty, bribery, and corruption.  Attention will be given to how one’s theological commitments transform secular moral problems and their solutions.. 
II. Objectives
a. To enable the learner to understand the different schools of Ethical thought.

b. To give the learner a view of the Biblical ethics as well as the teaching of the Bible regarding various ethical issues.

c. To enable the learner to arrive at a Christian Ethical Value System.

d. To encourage the learner to apply Christian Ethical values and principles to various situations and issues people face in everyday life.
III. Course Procedures
1. Students are expected to be on time and to arrive prepared for class. All work is due on the assigned day.
2. If you will have a problem meeting a due date, please come and talk to me an ahead of time (at least one week ahead in advance). 
3. Extensions will not be granted on the day the work is due, so please don’t even ask for one.
4. Exam questions will come from each of the reading assignments and other class materials.

5. Two research papers (7-8 pages) should be presented and critiqued.  List of the topics are listed below:

IV. Course Outline
UNIT I: WHAT IS ETHICS?

I.   Definition of Ethics and Christian Ethics?
II.  Relation of Ethics to other Sciences.

III. The Psychological basic of Ethics 
UNIT II. BIBLICAL ETHICS
Old Testament:
I.   Ethical Teachings of the Pentateuch
II.  Ethical Teachings of the Prophets
III. Ethical Teachings of the Poetical Wisdom and Literature
New Testament:
I.    Ethical Teachings of Jesus

II.   Ethical Teachings of Paul

III.  Ethical Teachings of John, Peter and James
UNIT III. PRACTICAL ISSUES
Personal and Interpersonal Issues:

I.    Biblical Understanding of Love, Sex and Dating   

II.   Family Concerns like, Sex, Marriage, Family planning, and Divorce 

III. Medical Concerns like Abortion, Euthanasia, and Female feticide
IV. Current issues like Birth Control, Homosexuality, and Pornography

Structural Issues:
I.    The Issues of Cateism, Regionalism, Tribal identity and Communalism: Its meaning and 
       Implication
II.   The Issue of Women’s Liberation  
UNIT IV. ECONOMIC AND ECOLOGICAL ISSUES

I.     The Issues of Work and Poverty
II.    The Issues of Betting, Gambling, Bribery and Corruption

III.   Ecological Issues and Ethics
V. Assignment Topics
I. TOPICS RELATED TO THE ENVIRONMENT

Do Animals Have Rights?

Using Animals in Medical Research.

A Christian Approach to the Environment.

Christian Critique of Secular/New Age Environmentalist Movement.

II. TOPICS OF PUBLIC POLICY

Should a Christian Ever go to War?

A Christian Evaluation of Capital Punishment.

Should the Government Be Involved in Public Education?

What Should the Government Do About Illegal Immigration?

Should the Government Outlaw Smoking in Public Places?

Should the Government Outlaw the Sale of Cigarettes Or Other Tobacco Products in India?

Should the Government Outlaw the Sales of Alcohol?

Should the Government Discourage the Consumption of Fast Foods?

III. ISSUES OF PERSONAL ETHICS

Is Smoking Cigarettes Immoral?

Should Christian Drink Alcoholic Beverages?

Should Christian Watch Pornography?

Homosexuality: Sin or Adiophoria (Something Indifferent)?

The Church and the Homosexual.

The Christian and the Care of the Body.

Is Abortion Ever Justified?

Is Premarital Sex Really Wrong?

Should Christians Observe the Sabbath?

The Christian Responsibility to the Poor.

The Christian Teen and Movies.

The Christian and the Occult.

Is White Witchcraft Morally Acceptable?

The Morality of Transsexual Operations.

The Morality of Cross-Dressing.

Is Suicide Ever Justified?

Is the Recreational Use of Drugs Immoral?

Should there be Any Limits on Our Relationships with Non-Christians?

Music: Guidelines for the Christian Teen.

Is Betting and Gambling Wrong?

The Issues of Bribery and Corruption.

The Issue of Casteism, Classism, and Communalism.

Advantages and disadvantages of Dowry  

Schedule 
	Unit
	Topic
	Resource Person

	UNIT I: 

WHAT IS ETHICS?

	UNIT I: 

WHAT IS ETHICS?
I.   Definition of Ethics and Christian Ethics?

II. Relation of Ethics to other Sciences.

III. The Psychological basic of Ethics 


	Dr. P.N. Samuel Saravanan

	UNIT II. 

BIBLICAL ETHICS


	UNIT II. 

BIBLICAL ETHICS

Old Testament:
I.   Ethical Teachings of the Pentateuch

II.  Ethical Teachings of the Prophets

III. Ethical Teachings of the Poetical Wisdom and Literature


	Dr. P.N. Samuel Saravanan

	
	New Testament:

I.    Ethical Teachings of Jesus

II.   Ethical Teachings of Paul

III.  Ethical Teachings of John, Peter and James


	Dr. P.N. Samuel Saravanan

	UNIT III. 

PRACTICAL ISSUES

	UNIT III. 

PRACTICAL ISSUES
Personal and Interpersonal Issues:

I.    Biblical Understanding of Love, Sex and Dating   

II.   Family Concerns like, Sex, Marriage, Family planning, and Divorce 


	Dr. P.N. Samuel Saravanan

	
	Presentation 1

Presentation 2

Presentation 3


	Students

	
	III. Medical Concerns like Abortion, Euthanasia, and Female feticide

IV. Current issues like Birth Control, Homosexuality, and Pornography

	Dr. P.N. Samuel Saravanan

	
	Presentation 4

Presentation 5

Presentation 6
	Students

	
	Structural Issues:

I.    The Issues of Cateism, Regionalism, Tribal identity and Communalism: Its meaning and Implication

II.   The Issue of Women’s Liberation  
	Dr. P.N. Samuel Saravanan

	
	Presentation 7

Presentation 8

Presentation 9
	Students

	UNIT IV. 

ECONOMIC AND ECOLOGICAL ISSUES
	UNIT IV. 

ECONOMIC AND ECOLOGICAL ISSUES
I.     The Issues of Work and Poverty

II.    The Issues of Betting, Gambling, Bribery and Corruption

III.   Ecological Issues and Ethics
	Dr. P.N. Samuel Saravanan

	
	Presentation 10

Presentation 11
	Students

	
	Presentation 1

Presentation 2

Presentation 3

Presentation 4

Presentation 5

Presentation 6
	 Students 

	
	Presentation 7

Presentation 8

Presentation 9 

Presentation 10

Presentation 11


	Students

	
	Revision and Discussion
	Dr. P.N. Samuel Saravanan
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