HINDUSTAN BIBLE INSTITUTE & COLLEGE, CHENNAI
Master of Arts in Transformational Urban Leadership (MATUL) Program

TUL630: THEOLOGY & PRACTICE OF COMMUNITY TRANSFORMATION (3 units)
Instructor/Course writer names; Mr. Gladstone Xavier and Rev.Jessie Nesakumar , HBI,Chennai

E .mail address: jessie​jeyalal@yahoo.co.in

I. Course Description   
This course attempts to develop Biblical approach to principles and practice of Social Transformation.  Based on an assertion of our identity as human beings in the image of God, it focuses on engaging in ministries of liberation and social change.  This involves understanding and response through analysis, planning and holistic intervention.  
II. Expanded Course Description /Course Rationale 
To understand the plight of the slum dwellers, listen to the cries of the oppressed and to respond to their cries with works of justice.

Analyzing the multifaceted problems and issues through survey, planning and intervention through appropriate skills and the need for holistic intervention. Apply various methodologies and to create new solutions through their initiative.

Establish holistic view of ministry by providing guidelines to grow spiritually by those who serve and those who are to be served with works of justice.

Slums are seen as centre of smuggling, gambling, illegal liquor-drug trade, prostitution, pollution sickness and crime. Asserting our true identity as human beings created in the image of God, affirm to restore their image as children of God who were denied of their rights and privileges in society..

In the Indian context, there are established structures such as caste, patriarchy and class which are supported by religious ideologies and belief practices.  Victims are mostly the Daliths, women and the poor.  The victims are trying to liberate themselves.  The task of Theology is to hear the cries of the victims and reflect on them to alleviate their problems 
III. Student Learning Outcomes   
· Cognitive Students will gain knowledge about the existing realities of the urban poor.

Affective

· Learners and community members would realize the responsibility of establishing the reign of God present among them by appropriating spiritual disciplines.

· People experience the love of God translated in their lives.

· Community members would be motivated to plan and participate in their problems and to work for solutions.

Skills

· Students along with the Community members involve in social action oriented programs
· Students would become agents of social transformation.

· Students will gain skill and techniques of working with the poor.
· Street children and children in the communities are encouraged to go to school and involve in liberative learning.
· Community members are able to deal with oppressive structures.

IV. Course Materials
Bellingham, G.R. (1990) A Biblical Approach to Social Transformation Training Manual, Self Publication. Auckland.
Gabriela Dietrich & Bastiaan Wielenga, (___) Towards Understanding Indian Society CSA Communi____.
Gabrielle Dietrich:  (___) New Thing on Earth. ______
Kretzmann, John P. & Mc Knight John.L. (1993) Building Communities from the Inside Out: A Path toward Finding and Mobilizing 

Communities Assets. ACTA. Chicago
Linthicum R.(1991) City of God, City of Satan, Zondervan. Grand Rapids, MI. 330 pp. 

John Desrochers: (2000) India’s Growing Slums. CSA. 
Maggay, Melba 1994. Transforming Society (Lynx/Regnum Studies in Evangelism, Mission& Development) ISPCK.
Mangalwadi, Vishal and Ruth.1997. Carey Christ and Cultural Transformation.
Murphy, Patricia. Organizing for Community Controlled Development Renewing Civil Society.
Myers. Bryant (____) Walking with the Poor.  MARC Monrovia CA ___PP
V. Course Calendar 
Classroom Phase
Lecture Topic 
	Session
	Lecture Topics
	
	Readings and Activities



	
	Introduction 

· Understanding social reality 
· What is Transformational Development?  Definition – Understanding Development

· The dichotomies of the modern worldview – The Biblical Story
	Social – Reality: Dichotomy if realities. 

What constitutes a societal reality?

What are the confronting issues?
	Reading Chapter 1 : Towards Understanding Indian Society
Students would go for a community walk and find out the origin of the community

	
	Perspectives on development – Toward a Christian understanding of development

· Evangelism and Development

· Evangelism and Social Action

· Affirming our Roots
	Christianity and development= Towards the promised land!
From poverty to development/empowerment
	Reading :  Bryant L. Myers: Walking  with the Poor Chapters 1- 4

Students would identify the issues and living conditions  of the community

	
	
	
	Students will be made to study and analyze the urban poor members biased ideas, values, attitudes and to suggest relevant action at different levels.          

	
	  Urban Development Concepts:
	
	How do community members organize  and participate in action against the odds in their everyday existence

	
	    Urbanization,  urban growth, Causes and consequences of urban renewal,   
	We have to look at some issues that are pertinent to the present day context.
	

	
	    Environmental problem...
	
	

	
	· Images and perception, 
· Rights of the poor, 
· Understanding urban poor    
	Urban poverty! 
Who is poor!

How did they become poor?

Why do they stay poor?


	

	
	    Indian scenario-pavement dwellers
	
	

	
	· Concept of power – types-
· Socio-economic political factors in influencing urban power              
	
	

	
	  Structures
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Poverty and the urban poor
· Christian views of the poor
· Poverty- causes of poverty –
	Who are the poor Christians? Why are they poor? What sustains their poverty?
	

	
	Holistic understanding of poverty
	When can you say that a person is poor?
	

	
	Perspectives on Development   - shaping our view of transformation,
	For who and How?
	

	
	    Development as Transformation – People Centered Development
	Define Development in an ideal situation. 
	

	
	   Development as well being – Development as kingdom response to powerlessness
	
	

	
	Toward a Christian understanding of Transformational Development
	
	

	
	  Goals of Transformation – Process of change.
	
	

	
	  Sustainability – Physical, Mental, social and spiritual
	
	

	
	Framework for transformation

	
	

	
	Some questions we need to search answers for. 
What is the ideal world?

What are its features/Components?

What are some of the things that you appreciate in the present world?

What are some things that you are not satisfied with?

Why are you not satisfied?

Who do you think is responsible?

What motivates them to be irresponsible?

What are some things that you can change?

Can you name atleast three things?

One short term- Immediate, starting now.

One Medium term- starting today but you will see results in the next few months

One long term- in the next one year.

How will you change it?

Who will you involve?

What will you do to  win new people on to your side?

How will you sustain it?
	
	


Phase 2

Integration Day

VI. Learning & Assessment Activities

Filed Work Trip 1

Filed Work Trip 2

Presentation 1

Presentation 2 

Video Presentation

VII. Expectations & Grading

Discussions/Class Participation 
30% 
Term Paper 



20% 
Major Exams 


30% 
Final Exam 



20% 

Total 




100% 

VIII. Course Policies

1. Exam questions will come from each of the reading assignments and other class materials.

2. Assignments should be done on time and legibly.

3. Assignments will be of two types, reading and practical.  It will be expected that you will attempt to do all of the assigned work in order to get maximum benefits from the subjects.

4. Class time will include lecture, discussion and non-formal activities.

IX. Course Bibliography 
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