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Course Description
This is a practical course on church planting. It is unique in that it looks at urban poor church planting as a movement
. The course will study different models of church planting in the urban poor setting. It will also examine several elements of a movement such as incarnational approach, mobilizing the poor, holistic programs, signs and wonders, persecution and suffering, sustainability, and journeying as a community among the poor
. 
Course Objectives  
The students will learn
 
I. The urban poor: how to understand the slum community, especially what God is doing among the poor, why reach out to the urban poor, and how to analyze and enter an urban poor community. The student will examine such issues as globalization, urbanization and marginalization, and their implications on churchplanting and the theology of the poor. It is expected that students will be immersing themselves in a slum community for the duration of the course.  They will submit a survey and profile of the community which is a group work, worth 20% weight. Topic runs for 3 weeks (3 hours each week).
II. Urban poor church planting: how to plant a church in the slums. The students will examine different models of urban poor church planting highlighting the practical steps and key elements in church planting. The final output is that in groups, the students will produce a detailed and in depth manual on churchplanting
, with one part of the manual having been actually implemented by the students. The manual should reflect the student’s critical analysis of the different models and the discussions on the theology of the church, the kingdom and the poor, worth 25% weight. Topic runs for 4 weeks (3 hours each week).
III. Urban
 poor church planting as a movement: to identify and critically examine the elements of an urban poor churchplanting movement, and design practical methods to align their churchplanting ministries to the movement of the Holy Spirit. 
The key elements of a movement to be examined, viz. sustainability, incarnational living, holism, mobilization of the urban poor workers, journeying with the poor as a community, signs and wonders, persecution and suffering. The
 student will submit a daily journal of his journey of at least ten days duration in the slum with the poor community, showing his discernment of the movement of the Holy Spirit among the poor and how he is able to learn from the poor, and why he needs the poor, worth 20% weight. Topic runs for 4 weeks (3 hours each week).
IV. Mobilizing
 the urban poor workers: how to mobilize the urban poor workers: identifying the worker, providing appropriate training, linking the worker with resources for sustainability, placing the worker in a team, forming a team, developing team work, and sending the team to a slum community to do churchplanting as a movement. The student should submit a 3 page summary or digest of a training course for urban poor workers, especially on how he/she will coach or mentor a team of urban poor workers in the hope of contributing to the movement of urban poor churchplanting of the Holy Spirit, worth 20% weight. Topic runs for 4 weeks (3 hours each week).
All book reviews are worth15% weight. Failure to submit one book review will mean student will be required to take the final examination, open book on all five books (Grigg, Grigg, Driver, Garrison, and Lapierre
). The book review should be a critical analysis of the book containing the following: what is the main thesis of the book, what is its main strength and weakness, and how the book helps you formulate a better theological understanding of urban poor churchplanting as a movement?

Schedule


	Theme
	Topics
	References and papers and exams
	Date: Start November 2007 for 17 weeks total

	I. Who are the poor?


	A theology of the poor.

who are the poor.

why are they poor.

why reach out to the poor.

what is God doing among the poor.

trends like globalization, urbanization and marginalization affecting the poor.

how do you help the poor.

how do you enter a slum community.
how do you survey and profile a slum community.
Choosing a slum

Land rights.

Corruption, election and conversion, the fallacies.

Global warming.

WTO and unfair trade, coffee and sweat shops and ecology.

Equality by Paul.

Jubilee.

Was Jesus a dangerous subversive?
	Viv Grigg, Cry of the Poor.
Viv Grigg, Companion to the Poor.

	First to 3rd week

Second week: Submit book review of any one of the books by Grigg.

3rd week: Submit survey and profile. Also submit first draft of churchplanting manual (group work)



	Churchplanting


	The images of the church in the bible.

the church and the Kingdom.

solidarity of the church with the poor.

what should a slum church look like.

why plant a church.

Church is not evangelism nor discipleship.

the essential steps in planting a church in the slums.

Starting small groups.

Stages of church planting.

maturity and perfection in the church.

Pentecostal, spiritual gifts and the body principle,

How to teach the urban poor (hermeneutics from the bottom up).

Mega church versus urban poor church.

Music and the indigenous soul.

Topics for bible studies.

Revival and saturation.

Elements of the church: worship, communion, preaching, benevolence.

connecting with other churches, the catholic church, the rich.

Mega church and events management.

sacramental, preaching, and sojourning churches

definition of success
	Images of the Church in Mission, John Driver.
Nine Principles of Kingdom Economics 

Snyder, H. (1985). The Age of Jubilee. A Kingdom Manifesto: 68-76.

Stephen Mott, Biblical Ethics and social change.
	4rth to 7th  week
4rth week: submit book review of City of Joy.

5th week: start writing journal.

6th week: submit second draft of churchplanting manual.


	Movement


	Sustainability.

Incarnational approach.

Holism.

Mobilizing the urban poor workers.

Journeying with the poor as a community.

Theological reflection and story telling.

Signs and wonders.

Sufferings and persecutions.

Evangelism versus social action.

Evangelizing through a loving community by Dr. R. Peace.

power encounters.

Theology of Mother Teresa, Francis of Assisi, William Booth.

Mass movements by Gandhi and Mandela.

Marginalized churches in Paris, Pretoria.

House churches in China.

Pentecostal movement in South America
	Garrison, Churchplanting as a movement.
Back to Jerusalem, Hattaway.
	8th to 11th week

8th week: submit book review of Images of church in Mission.

9th week: Submit third draft of manual

	Mobilizing the urban poor workers


	Identifying workers
.

Training workers

Resources for the workers

Team building

Sending the team

Coaching the team

Releasing the church planters to do more. 

Strategic planning and job descriptions,
	John Maxwel, Teamwork.

	12th to 15th week
12th week: submit book review of Garrison.

13th week: submit journal.
14th week submit summary or digest of training manual.

	Week 16th, Reading Week

	Week 17th, Final Exam, integration, submission of all papers, evaluation, and prayer


Assessment Schedule

Bibliography
Required Texts
About the poor

1. Grigg, Viv, Companion to the Poor, London: Authentic, 2004, 300 pages.  or
2. Grigg, Viv  Cry of the Urban Poor, London: Authentic, 2004, 300 pages.
About the church
3. Images of the Church in Mission by John Driver, Herald Press 1997, 240 pages.

About the movement

4. Back to Jerusalem, with Paul Hattaway, Gabriel Resources 2003, 150 pages.
5. Church Planting Movements By David Garrison, IMB Resource Center, International mission board website download the movie resource.center@imb.org
About journeying with the poor

6. The City of Joy, by Dominique Lapierre, published by Arrow Books, Ltd., 62 – 65 Chandos Place, London, WC2N 4NW, copyright 1985, 514 pages.
7. Road to peace, Henry Nouwen, edited by John Dear, 220 pages.
Recommended Texts
1. Glasser, Arthur, Charles van Engen & Gilliland, Dean. (2005 version). Announcing the Kingdom. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.
2. The Next Christendom (The Coming of Global Christianity), by Philip Jenkins, No of Pages: 270

3. Mavrodes, G. (1976). The Salvation of Zachary Baumkletterer. The Other Side(Feb 1976).

4. Conversion in the New Testament, Paul and the Twelve, by Richard Peace, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1999, 397 pages.Davey, Cyril, Saint in the Slums: Kagawa of Japan, Jersey City: Parkwest Publications, 2000 or Axling, William, Kagawa, SCM, 1932.
5. Biblical Ethics and Social Change, by Stephen Mott, Oxford University Press 1982, 254 pages

6. Sider, R. (1990). Rich Chnstians in an Age of Hunger. London: Hodder & Stoughton.

7. S
obrino, J. (1984). The True Church and the Poor. Maryknoll: Orbis.
8. Booth, W. (1890). In Darkest England and the Way Out. London: Salvation Army.
9. Nelson Mandela, The Long March to Freedom, an autogiography.
10.  Mother Teresa, by Navin Chawla, Penguin Books, 1998, revised and updated edition published by Penguin Books India in 2003, Penguin Books India Pvt Ltd., 280 pages.

11. John Maxwell, The 17 Indisputable Laws of Teamwork, 260 pages.
�Raineer, movement leadership is studied in 620.  Do you mean we are looking at elments of training others in churchplanting and developing apostolic structures to miliply this (again the latter is in 620).  But I think maybe you mean momentum – perhaps Garissons trerminlogy is confusing here.


�Original – very long!! The course is the foundational course introducing themes in the degree, utilising a story-telling  theological approach. It develops the theme of the Kingdom of God as a basis for practical experiences in entering poor communities and developing holistic poor peoples' churches.  Utilising entrance and evangelism models from Jesus, Paul, Hiebert, Brewster, issues of incarnation, identification,  and womens' and family issues in incarnation are examined. Churchplanting models from Hesselgrave, Stefan, Grigg develop elements of proclamation, power evangelism, mass evangelism, discipleship of the poor and lead to practical processes of cell group, small group, fellowship and structured church development in theory and in practical work assignments. Issues of church-based development among the poor are introduced, beginning with the development of deacons and elders  and patterns of leadership training based on the role of the Holy Spirit and the five leadership giftings. These are related back to sociological (Gerlach & Hine) and community organisation (Alinsky et al) models of leadership emergence.  The theology of the Kingdom of God is related to practical aspects of pastoral issues in ministering among the urban poor: cooperative economics, land rights, poverty, justice, oppression, suffering, cash flows, etc.


�Make these simpler, by putting just the one line objective, then exapanding that in the next section on course rationale,and putting the grading ad assignments below.   Lalaine can you do that for Raineeer.


�excellent


�Excellent emphasis on Spirit and movment, but doesn’t this also incude training of leaders and multiplication of cells.


�Like this senetence here can go below in the assignments and grading section


�This objective is excellent.  Can we aim by the end of the semester that they train 4-12 workers – in churchplanting elements and launch a new cell


�There is a section of Lapierre that is quite lewd.  The priest he wrote about who I have met burnt the book when he got it.  That is why I have not used it.  Slums as a Way of Life may be useful though it is not incarnational.


�Lalaine, do you think you could help Raineer by going through and capitalizing and ordering and putting book titles in italics in this section, then putting the whole thing into Rich format, so we can see what is missing.


�Do you want to start with this say on the second day, then keep building step by step, as they keep praying about who, and each day add ideas to their coaching plan.


�Add in here each of the assignments you have up in te top objectives and their percent (you can take it out from up top, so that the objectives are cleaner and simpler.   Then add in on what basis you wll grade a manual  etc, ie. What are you looking for, so it is all very clear. 


�Not sure if these three are critical for this course or more useful in other courses





