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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Theory and Practice of Land Rights and Housing:

Candidates undertaking this course will be able to develop a biblical approach to advocacy for land and entering into land rights conflicts, being familiar with the processes of obtaining land rights documents and resolving land rights disputes within their particular city, and understanding progressions that occur internationally in obtaining just housing.
 COURSE RATIONALE
Urban poor problem is, among others, equated with the issue of land rights. To be an effective transformational urban leader, one must have a proper understanding of land rights and be equipped with the necessary skills to address the land rights issues within the urban community. This course is necessary for a holistic approach towards the development of transformational urban leaders.   

The course will help equip the candidates with the necessary biblical and local knowledge and understanding of land rights concepts as well as skills to address the issues of land rights and housing in the urban poor setting such as, but not limited to the determination of land categories and processes of obtaining land rights documents from appropriate agencies of government.    
The candidates will learn through lectures and discussions, field activities, case study and presentation, recitations and examinations. 
STUDENT OUTCOMES
1. Heart: Has adopted the biblical principles on land rights in relation to local laws and principles on land in dealing with urban land rights issues.  
2. Head: Understands the biblical and local land rights concepts.

3. Hands: Has developed skills in determining different land categories and government agencies having jurisdiction over a particular land  

4. Head: Understands the difference between and rights appurtenant to titled and un-titled lands; public and private lands
5. Hands: Has the ability to go through various legal processes in determining the status of a particular land

6. Hands: Has developed skills in the process of purchasing and registering titled land

7. Heart: Able to distinguish between real land rights issues for the urban poor from opportunism and professional squatters.

COURSE MATERIALS
Congress of the Philippines, 1992, Republic Act No 7279, 

Grigg, Viv, 2006, Biblical Reflection on Land and Land Rights, Auckland, Urban Leadership Foundation.
IBP Journal, 2004 Ejectment: beyond possession the social imperative, Vol 30, No 1, pp 92-110. 
Agcaoili, Justice Oswaldo D., 2006, Property Registration Decree and Related Laws (Land Titles and Deeds), Rex Printing Company, Inc., pp. 1-42; 198-204
Agcaoili, Justice Oswaldo D., 2007, Law on Natural Resources, Part I (Public Land Act) 
Rex Printing Company, Inc., pp. 1-55
CBSI Editorial Staff, 2005, The Land Registration Act, Property Registration Decree, and Real Estate Laws, Central Book Supply, Inc.

Pineda, Usec. Ernesto L., 1999, Property and Ownership, Central Professional Books, Inc., pp. 1-17; 23-40; 42-87; 150-159; 228-307
Manalastas, Judge Danilo A., 2004, The Law on Ejectment and Leases,Central Book Supply., Inc.

Augilar, Narciso M., 2005, Land Titles and Deeds, Central Book Supply, Inc. 

Hernandez, Alba, Hernandez, 2004, Landowners’ Rights (Under the Agrarian Reform Program), Central Professional Books, Inc. 
Bringas, Atty. Eduardo V., 2001, VCD On the Plight of the Malanite Homeowner’s Association, Inc. of Antipolo City

Luzviminda Homeowners Association, Inc. et al, versus Hon. Ismael Mathay, Jr. et al. Civil Case No. Q-94-19971
LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES

1. Classroom Teaching

Lectures and discussions on biblical and local land rights concepts; different land categories in the Philippines and the government agency having jurisdiction over a particular land; procedure on private land acquisition and transfer of title; and procedure on determining land status and acquisition of land rights documents

2. Readings 
The readings will be based on the lecture that is scheduled for the day. They will be assigned to the candidates at the start of the course. 
3. Recitation and/or quizzes

The recitation and/or quizzes will be based on the readings assigned for the day. It will help assess the lecturer on the degree of understanding of the assigned subject matter and will be able to focus on the areas that need expounding and clarification. The recitation and/or quizzes will he held prior to the lecture.

4. Case Study

The case study will pertain to actual land rights problem. Discussions will be on how the issues were handled; the weaknesses and strengths of the approaches; and application of the theories on the current land rights issue chosen by individual groups. 

5. Field Activity
The class will be divided into groups of 7 and each group will be assigned a particular land rights issue e.g., backtracking of land titles; status of a particular land; or acquisition and transfer of land rights. To accomplish the task, the candidates in the group will go to various government agencies or interview Christian workers in urban poor regarding their particular land rights issue and how they resolved it.
6. Presentation

Each group will be given 10 minutes to present to the class the particular land rights issue assigned to them and explain as to how they were able to accomplish the task. A hard copy of the class presentation will be submitted to the class at least one week prior to the actual presentation. The class will critique the presentation based on the theories they learned from the lectures and it is up to the presenters to defend their case.

7. Final Examination 

The candidates will have to take the final examination to gauge their degree of knowledge and understanding of the course.
  EXPECTATIONS & GRADING

The Grading System

A. Outstanding Performance – virtually perfect in attendance, quizzes, examinations, recitations, and assignments; always prepared for class; shows keen interest in the class, asks relevant and penetrating questions; shares deep insights on the subject; and demonstrates exceptional intelligence and unusual creativity 
B. Above Average –  distinguished student in terms of attendance, preparation, examination, recitation, attitude, initiative in asking questions, time management, and work quality
C. Average – typical student in terms of attendance, preparation, examination, recitation, attitude, initiative in asking questions, time management, and work quality
D. Below Average – Atypical student in terms of attendance, preparation, examination, recitation, attitude, initiative in asking questions, time management, and work quality
F.  Repeat Course – Inadequate/insufficient performance

ATS Grading System


Grades are standardized and recorded using the following scale:

	GRADE
	PERFORMANCE
	PERCENTILE

	1.0
	A
	Outstanding
	97-100%

	1.25
	A-
	
	93-96%

	1.5
	B+
	Superior 
	89-92%

	1.75
	B
	
	85-88%

	2.0
	B-
	Satisfactory
	80-84%

	2.25
	C
	
	75-79%

	2.5
	C-
	Minimum Acceptable
	70-74%

	3.0
	F
	Unsatisfactory
	Below 70%



Activities and Weighting 

	Activities
	Points
Possible
	Points
Earned

	1. Course Participation and Attendance
	15
	

	2. Group Activity
	15
	

	3. Recitation and Quizzes
	25
	

	4. Presentation
	20
	

	5. Final Examination
	25
	

	                                                                                      Total     
	100
	


