Qualitative Research Design by J. Maxwell
Chapter 22 – Literature Reviews and Bibliographic Searches
OUTLINE

“The literature review is far more central to the whole research process than many students initially think. If we look at what makes a good literature review, we can see that is both provides some critical elements of your dissertation, and tests a number of key areas.”

I. Why a good literature review matters
a. Demonstrates skills/competencies: well-read; analytical skills; ability to formulate informed research questions; synthesize other people’s work effectively.
b. States your credentials as a researcher.

II. When you’re looking through the literature, what are you looking for?
a. Sources should cover 3 things: case study area, research themes, theoretical approach. 
b. Example: Research on domestic violence in the slums or Durban, South Africa may include sources on gendered power relations, institutional failure, strategies to manage violence, causes of violence and qualitative methods. 
c. Literature map

III. Where and how do you find appropriate sources?
a. Places to look: Electronic library catalogues, electronic bibliographic databases, journals, key authors’ websites, bibliographies of existing sources, development agency websites (UN, World Bank, Tear Fund).
b. Process sources by skimming and keeping a full database of findings rather than “plodding through a book from cover to cover.”
c. Think outside the box! Research related theoretical debates and research themes rather than just the case study topic. 
d. Evaluate your sources: Reliability and authenticity, linkages to theoretical debates, breadth of coverage, coverage of current events.

IV. How do analyze the literature once you have found it?
a. Return to your research questions: What do you need to analyze in your sources? What new themes have emerged that may affect research? 
b. Read sources critically. 
c. Categorize sources under specific themes (see example in section II, line b). 

V. How should the literature review be written up?
a. It is NOT summarizing and describing points made by each author.
b. It IS a coherent argument where you analyze/interpret the arguments of others.
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]Should be structured around your own research themes; thematic rather than reviews of individual articles. 
d. Adds value to the field of research by presenting the body of work in a new light.

VI. How does the literature review link up with the rest of your project?
a. Your own research questions are foreshadowed.  
b. Reveals gaps in research and questions that need to be addressed in your own field work.
c. In the dissertation, findings and conclusions will be linked back to sources in the literature review which have already been introduced; shows how your research is relevant to the wider area of study.

